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ST.  MICHAEL'S  COLLEGE 

Clover  Hill 

Toronto 

3  novembre  1869. 

Bien  cher  et  verier e  Superieur. 

Voici  des  nouvellea  d*un  autre  genre.  Mgr. 

de  Sandwich  a  si  bien  modifie  avec  I'stide  de  son 

conseil  les  conditions  deja  stipulees  par  lui 

que  je  ne  vois  pas  comment  nous  pouvons  nous 

engager  dans  cette  affaire.  L* expression  gen- 

erale  ici  n'est  pas  une  de  desappointement. 

Nous  nous  sorames  vit©  consoles.  Je  vous  envoie 

copie  de  la  lettre  de  aa  Grandeur  et  copie  de 

ma  refuse.  Cela  voua  dira  tout.  Je  n'exprime 

que  les  sentiments  de  mes  confreres  et  les 

mieus  propres.  Voyez  et  jugez.  Nous  nous  eser- 

imions  pour  faire  plaisir  a  cet  eveque  et  pendant 

qu*il  etait  en  negotiation  avec  nous  il  aurait^ 

m'a-t-on  dit,  offert  ce  college  aux  •'esuites  qui 
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I'auraient  refuse.  Si  y.ous  n'acceptez  pa3  les 
nouvelles  conditions,  le  colonie  projetee 
devient  inutile,  grand  anbaras  de  moins,  et 
petite  perte.  Je  suis  du  cote  de  Sandwich. 

Mgr.  de  Toronto  a  pris  le  mer  Samedi  dernier. 
Je  le  quittai  en  New  York  le  vendredi,  m'y  etant 
rendu  pour  1* ordination  de  Mr.  McEvoy.  II  fut 
ordonne  pretre  le  vendredi  et  le  samedi  j*etais 
de  retour  a  Toronto.  Mgr.  Lynch  fit  toutes  les 
ordinations  et  fut  d'une  humeur  charmante. 
Faites  lui  un  peu  fite.  Cela  ne  fait  pas 
Que  Mr.  Mallony  wous  tienne  au  courant  de  son 
arrivee  au  Noviciat.  James  McEvoy  va  beaucoup 
mieux.  Son  sejour  a  les  Nouvelles  Orleans,  ou 
il  38  rend  la  semaine  prochaine,  le  remettra 
je  crois  parfaiftement.  Je  ne  sais  rien  de 
Louisville  et  d'Owen  ^ound.  Ces  Messieurs 
doivent  corresponder  directement  avec  vous,  et 
vous  tenir  au  courant.  Apros  le  depart  de  Mr. 
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Cherrier  de  Louisville,  Ur*   Hours  m'ecrivit 
une  lettre  abusive.  Je  n'yed  pas  repondu. 
Gardez  cela  pour  vous.  Nous  allons  a  1' ordinaire, 
lia  sante  est  excellente.  Je  vous  assure  cepend- 
ant  que  l*on  ne      pas  a  ne  rien  faire. 

J*ai  verse  dans  la  caisse  de  la  maison  et 
mis  au  credit  de  Louisville  ^120  piastres  que 
vous  m*aviez  avancies  en  propre  pour  I'ostensoir 
de  Vallon.  Uon  traitement  de  cette  annee  et  ce 
que  j*ai  economise  sur  mes  Messes  depuis  mon 
retour  m*ont  tire  d 'affaire.  Je  sais  que  vous 
avez  envoye  de  1* argent  a  ma  soeur.  Ayez  la 
bonta  de  m*en  dire  le  montant  apres  que  je  paie 
cette  dette  au  plus  tot.  II  y  a  long  temps  que 
je  n'ai  rien  regu  de  Vallon  et  je  commence  a 
etre  en  souci.  Cependant  que  la  saint e  volonte 
de  Dieu  soit  faite.  Un  de  mes  ami  m*a  fait  un 
petit  cadeau  qui  me        a  meme  d*envoyer 
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quelque  argent  a  ma  mere.  Je  le  ferai  paser 
par  votre  entremise.  Je  vis  en  gueux,  mais 
j*ai  la  coeur  content. 

COPIE  DE  LA  LETTRE  DE  MGR.  WALSH,  27th  OCT. 
lliy   dear  Father  Vincent: 

On  yesterday  my  coxincil  assembled  and  among 
other  matters  deliberated  on  the  terms  of  the 
proposed  relative  to  the  Sandwich  College  signed 
by  your  venerated  Superior.  The  Council  objected 
to  giving  the  parish  of  Sandwich  in  charge  to  the 
3asilian  Fathers  for  reasons  which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  mention  but  which  implied  no  dis- 
respect or  want  of  confidence  in  any  way  towards 
them.  It  also  objected  to  a  collection  to  be 
nade  throughout  the  diocese  as  besides  the  local 
wants  of  each  mission,  which  are  for  the  most 
part  very  urgent,  there  are  already  established 
two  annual  collections.  All  the  other  consider- 
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ations  were  unanimously  accepted. 

Ifiich  as  I  desire  to  have  a  branch  of  your 
Community  in  my  diocese  (and  this  desire  I  have 
given  unmistable  proofs)  I  should  not  like  to 
run  counter  to  the  collective  advice  of  my 
Council  on  the  points  above  mentiones. 

Should  your  Fathers  consent  to  accept  the 
College  on  the  other  conditions  specified,  they 
v/ill  receive  a  hearty  welcome  from  the  clergy 
and  laity  of  the  diocese,  and  eventually  perhaps 
more  assistance  than  would  be  anticipated.  I  may 
say  en  passant,  that  the  College  is  not  devoid  of 
furniture,  as  it  is  already  provided  with  stoves 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  ,  benches, 

etc.  Should  you  however  decide  not  to 
accept  (quod  obsit)  I  trust  that  in  any  case  these 
feelings  of  friendliness  and  kindliness  which 
have  since  our  past  acquaintance  always  existed 
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between  the  Community  of  St.  Basil  and  the 
present  Bishop  of  this  diocese  will  not  be 
disturbed.  I  am  my  dear  Father  Vincent,  with 
much  esteem. 

Yours  sincerely  in  Xo. 
♦  John  Bp.  of  Sandwich. 

REPONSE  31  Oct. 

My  dear  Lord: 

"^his  morning  after  my  return  from  New  York 
your  letter  was  handed  to  me  by  Father  Frachon. 
I  well  understand  that  your  Lordship  cannot  act 
conxrary  to  the  advice  of  the  members  of  your 
council  and  in  accordance  with  former  under- 
standing. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  College  on 
the  last  proposed  conditions  will  not  be  accepted 
oy   the  Superior  General.  For  the  1st  necessary 
condition  to  be  useful  to  others  is  that  of 
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exi stance  and  it  seems  to  me,  judging  from  past 
experience,  that  existence  as  a  College  could 
not  be  insured  on  the  conditions  at  present 
proposed.  Still  I  do  not  mean  to  prejudge  the 
case.  I  merely  give  you  my  ovm  private  opinion 
such  as  I  will  transmit  to  my  Superior.  He  may 
then  do  as  he  thinks  proper:  whatever  he  will 
comrriand,  that  we  will  do.  This  now  &  those  of 
things  will  in  no  wise  affect  the  good  feelings 
that  have  ever  existed  between  your  Lordship 
and  our  humble  little  Community.  We  know  that 
you  are  acting  from  the  best  of  motives  and 
strive  to  promote  God's  glory  in  your  diocese 
to  the  best  of  your  abilities;  consequently  this 
decision  of  your  Council  sanctionned  by  the 
authority  of  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  ought  to 
be  considered  by  us  as  a  manifestation  of  God*s 
holy  v.lll.  Whatever  then  may  come  from  it  will 
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be  for  our  greater  good  and  as  such  must  be 
gratefully  received. 

The  only  thing  we  might  regret'  v^ould  be 
that  of  not  being  allowed  to  work  under  the 
direction  of  a  Bishop  whom  we  have  learned  for 
a  long  time  to  appreciate  and  love:  and  our  only 
v;ish  now  is  that  you  may  find  elsewhere  laborers 
of  greater  pecuniary  means  who  may  succeed  where 
our  poverty  v/ould  certainly  prevent  us  from 
securing  success. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc. 
C.  Vincent. 
Hes       affectueux  a  tous  les  confreres.  Je 
vous  embrasse  de  tout  coeur. 

C.  Vincent. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General 
Archives) 
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London,  Ontario ,  le  28  Avril,  1870. 
Au  tres  Rev.  Pere  Superieur  des  Basiliens. 
Hon  tres  Rev.  Pere  et  cher  confrere: 

Cette  lettre,  ainsi  que  les  autres  documents 
de  I5gr.  Walsh  relatifs  aux  affaires  de  Sandwich, 
vous  seront  remis  par  M.  Jamot,  Vicaire  Generale 
de  Toronto. 

Vous  y  verrez  que  Sa  Grandeur  vous  offre 
r.aintenant  le  College  et  la  Paroisse  de  Sandwich 
av6c  la  terre  attachee  a  l*Eglise,  d'environ 
cent  vingt  arpents.  Au  lieu  de  la  collection 
dans  le  diocese  que  vous  aviez  demandee,  et 
qu'il  seroit  impossible  de  faire  en  ce  moment, 
LJcnseigneur  vous  offre  ce  qui  vous  sera  aussi 
avantageux  et  avec  moins  d'embarrasx-  la  rente 
des  bancs  de  I'eglise  de  Sandv/ich,  qui  s'eleve 
a  environ  douze  cent  piastres  par  an.  Vous 
pourrez  approprier  cette  rente  pendant  une 
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annee,  ou  plus  longtemps,  s(il  est  necessaire 
pour  fournir  voire  College  de  ce  qui  est  neces- 
saire. Les  meubles  ou  autres  articles  qui 
appartierment  a  l*etablissement  vcus  seront 
donnes  par  Sa  Grandeur.  Quant  a  ce  qui  a  ete 
achete  par  Mr.  Girardot,  vcus  I'aurez  a  son 
compte. 

Le  College  de  I'Asson^tion  malgre  son 
personnel  qui  est  extremement  modest e  k,  en  ce 
moment,  cinquante  deux  pensionnaires  sous  la 
surintendance  du  Rev.  Pere  Laurent  qui  est,  en 
meme  temps,  cure  de  la  Paroisse  et  Superieur  du 
College.  Ce  Monsieur  est  assist e  de  Mr.  Girardot 
^Ij^u^^^A^i^    et  de  trois  ecclesiastiques.  Get 
etablissement  peut  etre  considere  comme  bien 
parti  et  n*a  besoin  que  de  passer  entre  les 
mains  d*un  Corps  Religieux  pour  lui  donner  de 
la  stabilite.  Ce  commencement  deja  si  satis- 
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f£d.ssant,  en  depia  du  pauvre  personnel,  est  du 
en  grande  partie,  a  sa  position  avantageuse 
qu'il  occupet  c'est  la  clef  du  Canada  et  des 
Etats  Unis.  Vous  pouvez  juger  quel  sera  le 
succes  lorsque  I'etablissement  sera  entre  les 
mains  d*une  Societe  Religieuse  devouee  a 
1* education  de  la  jeunesse.  Si  vous  n*ave2  pas 
assez  de  sujets,  surtout  la  premiere  annee 
vous  pourrez  garder  les  ecclesiastiques  qui  sont 
employes  a  I'enseignement ,  et  dont  on  est  tres 
content.  De  plus,  Sa  Grandeur  vous  en  pretera 
d'autres,  au  besoin.  Nous  avons  un  certain 
nombre  d* ecclesiastiques  au  Seminaire  de  Montreal* 

QuEint  a  la  paroisse  de  Sandwich  qui  est  une 
des  meilleures  du  diocese,  voici  les  renseigne- 
ments  que  je  puis  vous  donner.  Cette  paroisse 
a  trois  cent  vingt  families,  comme  se  demontre 
le  recensement  fait  dernierement  par  le  Rev.  Pere 


YICAR  GENERAL  BRUYERE:  APRIL  28,  1870   12 

Bayard.  Cette  population  est  presque  toute 
agricole  et  Canadienne.  II  n'ya  que  neuf  ou 
dix  families  parlant  1* Anglais •  D'un  autre 
cote,  je  me  fais  un  plaisir  de  vous  informer 
que  les  reparations  urgentes  et  necessalres  que 
I'egliae  de  Sandwich  demandait,  ont  ete  executees 
pendant  le  courant  de  cette  annee-ci*  Un  bon 
plancher  en  boia  a  remplace  un  mauvais  briquetage 
qui  la  rendait  extremement  humide  et  froide. 
Cette  eglise  est,  de  plus,  echauffee  par  deux 
fornaises  erigees  en  meme  temps.  Get  edifice 
est  maintenant  tree  comfortable  et  ne  demandera 
aucun  depense  pour  bien  des  annees.  Le  Rev. 
Pere  Laurent  a  depense  deux  mille  piastres  sur 
cotte*  eglise.  -^out  eat  paye.  II  est  maintenant 
occupe  a  collecter  pour  acheter  une  belle  cloche 
dont  cette  eglise  avait  grand  besoin. 

Les  Pastoral  Dues,  ou  dime  de  la  Paroisse  de 
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Sand^dch,  exclusive  des  Beptimes,  marriages, 
enterrements ,  services,  ect»,  s*Qlevent  a  environ 
douze  cent  piastres.  Le  total  des  revenus  de  la 
paroisse  est  d' environ  deux  mille  six  cent 
piastres,  y  compris  les  bancs,  dimes,  et  perqui- 
sites. 

Quant  au  College,  il  est  fourni  en  ce  moment 
de  tout  ce  qui  est  necessaire  pour  l*entretien 
de  soixante  personnes,  II  y  a,  en  ce  moment, 
dans  I'etablissement,  comme  je  I'ai  remarque 
plus  haut,  cinquante  deux  eleves,  trois  eccles- 
iastiques,  Girardot  et  sa  famille  qui  est  tres 
nombreuse.  Le  dernier,  bien  entendu,  se  retirera 
avant  l*arrive  des  Peres  Baxiliens.  lis  auront 
a  fairs  avec  lui  pour  1 'achat  de  ce  qui  lui 
appartient.  Je  suis  convaincu  que  M.  Girardot 
sera  raisonable  et  que  vos  Messieurs  sentiront 
parfaiteraent  avec  lui,  et  du  reste,  si  ce  Monsieur 
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proposait  des  temes  que  yos  Peres  ne  pourraient 
pas  accepter,  il  leur  sera  aise  de  se  procurer 
tout  ce  dont  ils  auront  besoin,  au  Windsor,  ou 
au  Detroit  qui  est  vis-a^'Vis  de  Sandwich, 

Maintenant,  un  mot  au  sujet  de  ce  qui  a  pu 
vous  paraitre  une  contradiction,  ou  du  moins, 
un  changement  de  resolution  de  la  part  de 
1* Administration  du  Diocese  de  London.  Je  dois 
vous  avouer  franchement  que  lorsque  vos  proposi- 
tions par  rapport  a  I'etablissement  de  Sandwich 
furent  mises  sous  les  yeux  du  Gonseil  Diocesain 
compose  d*un  certain  nombre  de  pretres,  ce  ne 
fut  pas  ma  faute,  ni  celle  de  Monseigneur  si  la 
proposition  au  sujet  de  la  paroisse  ne  fut  pas 
acceptee.  Des  motifs  interesses  qui  ont  depuis 
ete  decouverts,  prevalirent  en  depis  de  tout  ce 
que  je  puis  dire.  Pour  eviter  tout  contretemps 
sur  1 'affaire  de  Sandwich,  on  a  juge  a  propos, 
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cette  fois-ci,  de  ne  pas  consulter  le  Conseil. 
Monseigneur  et  votre  humble  aerviteur  sommes 
les  seuls  qui  soient  au.  courant  des  offres  qui 
Tous  sont  faites  en  ce  msment« 

Je  dois  aj outer  que  toutes  difficult es  sont 
maintenant  aplanies.  Messieurs  Laurent  et  Gir- 
ardot  conqprennent  que  le  fardeau  est  trop  lourd 
pour  leurs  epaules  et  sont  prets  a  le  passer  en 
d'autres  mains.  Quoique  le  College  et  la  par- 
oisse  soient  sur  un  excellent  pied,  ils  sont 
convaincus  qu'ils  ne  pourraient  pa^  continuer 
longtemps  les  efforts  qu'une  telle  entreprise 
deciande.  Us  seront  done,  l*un  et  1' autre, 
contents  et  satisfaits  de  voir  une  Cominunaute 
Religieuse  en  charge  de  la  mission  et  du  College 
de  Sandwich,  II  n*ya  que  quelques  jours  que  le 
Pere  Laurent  m*avouait  qu*il  regretoit  beaucoup 
d 'avoir  oppose  mes  vues  peir  rapport  aux  affaires 
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de  Sandwich. 

Nous  esperons  vxvement,  Sa  Grandeur  et  moi, 
que  vous  serez  a  meme  d'entrer  en  fonction  a 
Sandwich  dans  le  courant  de  l*ete  prochaini  en 
tout  au  Juillet.  Je  puis  mane  vous  aj outer,  de 
la  part  de  Monseigneur,  que  si  vous  avez  en  ce 
moment  un  pretre  dont  vous  puissiez  disposer  et 
que  vous  croyiez  qualifie  pour  etre  cure  de 
Sandwich,  vous  ferez  bien  de  1* envoy er  au  plutot 
possible,  line  autre  mission  sera  donnee  au 
Pere  Laurent. 

Esperant  maintenta  que  toutes  difficultes 
etant  aplanies,  le  Diocese  sera  bientot  enrichi 
d'une  branche  de  votre  excellent e  Society,  il  ne 
nous  reste  qu'a'souhaiter  que  Dieu  repande  ses 
Benedictions  sur  cette  bonne  oeuvre  qui  est 
eminemment  destines  a  procurer  sa  gloire  et  le 
salut  des  ames. 
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Ayez  la  bonte  de  nous  ecrire  au  plutot.  Sa 
Grandeur  qui  a  cette  fondation  de  Sand^ch  grand- 
ement  a  coeur,  attendra  voir©  reponse  avec 
is^atience* 

Je  dois  vous  informer,  Mon  tres  cher  Pere, 
si  vous  ne  le  savez  deja  que  le  Saint  Sige  a 
autorise  la  translation  du  Siege  Episcopale  de 
nouveau  a  London.  Le  Ciocese  est  done,  poiir  la 
seconde  fois,  le  Diocese  de  London,  et  ce  propos 
je  dirai  que  d'est  dans  1 'Esprit  de  l*Eglise  que 
lorsque  un  Siege  est  transfere,  la  partie  du 
Diocese  qui  perd  son  titre  doit  etre  dedommagee 
par  un  Corps  Religieux.  C*est  ce  qui  fut  recom- 
rnande  a  Monseigneur  Pinsoneault  quant  il  trans- 
port a  son  Siege  a  Sandwich.  Cardinal  Barnabo 
lui  suggera,  a  cette  occasion,  de  procurer  une 
Societe  Religieuse  pour  London.  C*est  ce  que 
Llonseigneur  fit  en  y 'appelant  les  Peres  Domin- 
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,  \ 


icaijis.  Voire  arrive  a  Saxidwich  sera  done  tree 
a  propos* 

Je  profits  de  cetter  occasion  pour  renouveller 
nos  anciens  rapports  d*amitie  et  de  bons  confreres. 
Vous  m*avez  pas  oublie,  sans  doute,  les  travaux 
communes  que  nous  avons  entrepris,  et  les  bat allies 
dans  lesquelles  l*un  et  1* autre  avons  ete  engages 
pour  la  cause  commune  de  la  Religion  et  de 
1* education  religieuse.  Vos  collegues,  si  vous 
ne  l*etes  pas  vous-nieme,  sont  appeles  a  venir 
partager  sur  le  m.enie  champ  de  bataille,  les 
perils  et  les  combats  qui  nous  ont  couvert  d*une 
gloire  commune.  Present ez  done  a  vos  braves 
guerriers  le  glorieux  oriflamme,  embleme  de  la 
victoire.  Qu*ils  viennent  le  planter  a  Sand- 
wich ou  des  succes  non  moins  grands  que  ceux 
que  vous  avez  remportes  a  Toronto,  les  attendent 
et  couronneront  leurs  travaux. 
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Esperant  recevoir  bientot  l*heureuse  nouv- 
elle,  j'ai  l*honneur  d'etre,  cher  amie  at  ancien 
confrere, 

Yotre  tree  humble  et  obeissant  serviteur 

J.M.  Bruyere,  V.G* 
My  dear  M.  Superior: 

I  have  read  this  letter  of  Father  Bruyere 
and  I  approve  of  it.  I  hereby  accept  all  the 
articles  contained  in  the  document  called 
'^Concordat**  which  you  sent  to  me  last  Autumn 
v/ith  the  exception  of  article  4th  which  required 
a  collection  through  the  diocese.  But  as  a 
substitute  for  this  collection  I  will  allow 
twelve  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  pew  money  of 
the  Church  of  Sandwich.  Hoping  you  will  accept 
this  call  to  Sandwich,  I  am  most  respectfully  yours 

♦  John  Bp.  of  London. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Toronto,  19  juillet,  1870. 
Bien  cher  et  venere  Superieurt 

Un  mot  a  la  hate.  Je  viens  de  voir  Mgr. 
Walsh  en  passe  a  Toronto  pour  l*Europe«  II  ira 
peut  etre  vous  voir,  s'il  peut.  Le  contrat  est 
signe  suivant  votre  direction  et  le  changement 
que  vous  demandiez.  Je  vous  l*envoir  ci-inclus. 
Nous  partons  demain  pour  Sandwich,  le  Pere 
0* Connor  et  moi»  II  vous  ecrira  plus  tard  et 
vous  donnera  tous  les  details  que  vous  pourriez 
desirer.  II  vous  faut  nous  envoy er  sans  retard 
M.  McBrady,  Foy  et  Grant  et  Yernede  de  plus  deux 
pretres,  a  moins  que  ce  dernier  ne  le  sait  deja. 
Un  seul  alors  suffirait.  If.  Dose  ne  ferait  pas 
ici.  Tous  ceux  eui  le  connaissent  sont  d'accord 
s\jr  ce  point,  Ne  nous  I'envoyez  pas,  8*il  vous 
plait.   II  nous  faut  ici  des  hommes  sur  lesqiiBlS" 
on  puisse  cocipter.  Vous  pouviez  outre  M«  Dose 


FATHER  VINCENTt  JULY  19,  1870 21 

trouver  un  volontaire        pour  un  an,  s  'il 
ne  voulait  pas  rester  d*ayantage«  II  faut  que 
C8S  Messieurs  partent  sans  retard,  vous  en  com- 
prenez  la  raison.  Nos  classes  s'ouvrent  le  Ire 
septembre*  Nous  pouvons  retarder  Sandwich 
jusqu*au  quinze,  mais  c*est  le  plus. 
Tout  a  vous  en  N.S. 
C*  Vincent. 
De  peur  que  la  correspondence  ne  fait  pas 
tres  sure,  je  garde  le  contrat  entre  les  mains 
jusqu'a  nouvel  ordre.  Void  ce  qui  j*ai  ete 
ajoute  et  signe  en  remplacement  de  l*article  2me. 
•*Au  lieu  de  1 'article  deuxieme  Sa  Grandeur  Mgr. 
Walsh  et  le  Superieur  General  s'accordent  a 
laisser  quelques  sur  le  revenu  dee  bancs  de 
I'Eglise  pendant  un  an  ou  plus,  suivant  les 
beaoins  du  College,  le  somme  de  douze  cents 
piastres  pour  fournir  aux  frais  d'etablissement.** 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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St.  Michael's  College 
Clover  Hill,  Toronto, 
ler  Septembre  1870. 
lion   bien  cher  et  venere  Superieur: 

J*ai  re^u  il  ya  quelque  temps  votre  dern-' 
iere  ma is  comme  je  voulais  avant  d*y  repondre 
pouvoir  vous  donner  quelque  chose  de  positif 
j*ai  attendu  jusqu'a  la  fin  de  notre  retraite. 

Nous  avons  conclu  a  retirer  de  Louisville.  Mr.  j 

I 

Aboulin  et  de  le  donner  au  Pere  O'Connor  qui  en  ;' 
fera  un  cure.  U»   Vemede,  une  fois  ordonne 
lui  viendra  en  aide,  et  en  meme  temps  se  rendra 
utile  au  College.  II  est  bien  facheux  que  le 
dernier  et  !£•  Grant  ne  soient  pas  de  la  premiere 
expectation.  U.  Fay  aurait  pu  revenir  seul. 
D'apres  ce  que  vous  m*avez  dit  dans  votre  derniere 
Louisville  ne  presentant  pas  d'avenir  nous  n*avons 
pas  balance  a  reduire  un  personnel  qui  ne  faisait 
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pas  ses  frais.  Je  ne  crois  pas  que  vous  deviez 
vous  mettre  en  souci  au  sujet  de  la  conversation 
de  Mgr.  Lynch.  Soyez  sans  crainte.  Des  que 
J •apercevrEai  un  petit  nuage  precuraeur  de  quel- 
que  chose  d *  extraordinaire  je  vous  le  ferai 
savoir.  II  aura  assis  a  faire  ici  a  son  retour. 
M.  McCoy  n*est  plus  a  Toronto.  Si  son  charite 
etait  plus  commune  en  hauts  lieux  le  monde  y 
gagnerait. 

Je  ne  vois  pas  comment  Mgr.  Walsh  voudrait 
revenir  sur  des  conditions  deja  signees.  A  sa 
place  je  n'y  toucherait  pas.  On  ne  serait  pas 
trop  content  a  Sandwich  si  on  separait  la 
paroisse  du  College.  D*Ailleurs 
un  arbitraire  qui  n'offrirait  pas  des  guaranties 
de  securite  pour  l*avenir. 

M.  Famy  est  parti  pour  la  France  le  20.   II 
y  avait  eu  des  faits  f raves.  De  plus  il  n*y  avait 
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pas  Chez  lui  le  moindre  probabilite  qu'ils  ne 
se  reproduisissent  point  encore,  meme  dans  une 
de  nos  maisons.  H  nous  sembla  ici  entierement 
demoralise.  II  Ini  faudra  du  temps  pour  se 
remettre,  si  Jamais  cela  arriva.  M.  McEvoy  a 
passe  quelques  jours  en  Toronto.  II  est  actuel- 
lement  a  Paris  avec  le  Pere  Cowling.  II  etait 
mieux,  mais  loin  d^etre  bien.  Pauvre  Barry 1 
Faites  pour  le  mieux.  Nous  en  prendrons  soin 
s*il  nous  arrive.  Sa  soeur  est  entre  au  Noviciat 
le  15.  Laissez  H.  Dose  chez  lui,  ne  le  pressez 
pas  de  venir.  Je  ne  connais  par  l*abbe  Faure, 
Je  ne  puis  done  rien  dire  sur  son  compte. 

Nous  aliens  tous  bien  ici.  Je  ne  suis  pas 
sorti  ces  vacances*  L'estomac  pourrait  aller 
mieux.   Cependant  il  ne  faut  pas  de  plaindre. 
Les  nouvelles  qui  nous  arrivent  par  la  cable 
commencent  a  nous  relever  le  moral.  Que  Dieu 
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benisse  cette  noble  France  et  qu'elle  redevi- 
enne   fidele  a  sa  mission*  Quelle  haine  contre 
elle  de  la  part  des  Protestants  I  C*est  incroy- 
able.  Tous  nos  catholiques  prient  fortement  le 
Seigneur  pour  le  succes  des  armes  fran^aises. 
Que  Dieu  les  entendel  Je  vous  serai  reconnais- 
sant  d* employer  un  peu  moins  souvent  le  con- 
ditionnel  quand  vous  donnez  une  direction,  C'est 
une  mode  qui  n'est  pas  tree  clair.  Je  m'y  troupe 
sans  le  vouloir.  L'indicatif 
mode.  Avec  cela  je  vous  suivrai  part out,  Mes 
amities  a  tous  mes  chers  confreres.  Je  vous 
embrasse  tres  affectueusenent. 

C.  Vincent, 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich,  Aug  15/70 
Very  Rev.  and  Dear  Superior: 

It  is  already  some  time  since  I  received 
from  you  my  appointment  as  Si^erior  of  this 
establishment,  and  you  must  find  it  very  strange 
on  my  part  not  to  have  acknowledged  it  before 
this.  But  I  did  not  wish  to  write  before  I 
would  be  able  to  give  you  some  insight  into 
things  here;  and  as  I  am  here  only  a  couple  of 
weeks,  I  could  not  well  write  before  now. 

In  the  first  place  I  have  to  thank  you  for 
the  regard  you  have  shown  for  me  in  naming  me 
the  Superior;  at  the  same  time  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly that  you  should  have  done  so.  You  know 
the  ill-success  that  has  hitherto  attended  this 
place.  It  would  seem  a  curse  has  been  over  it, 
and  this  thought  really  terrifies  me  at  times, 
and  I  am  very  sorry  you  did  not  name  an  older 
and  more  experienced  person  for  the  position. 
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However  I  am  here,  and  I  will  do  my  best,  and 
I  hope  with  the  blessing  of  God  that  things  will 
go  better  now.  I  will  now  give  you  a  short 
account  of  things  in  general.   In  the  first 
place  I  do  not  know  if  Father  Vincent  told  you 
that  although  the  Bishop  has  granted  us  the  pew 
rents  for  one  year  or  more  in  lieu  of  a  collec- 
tion throughout  the  Diocese,  yet  he  wishes  us 
to  take  it  in  this  way.  He  does  not  want  the 
people  of  the  Parish  to  know  that  we  are  taking 
it,  and  consequently  wishes  me  to  appropriate 
|300  or  $400  annually  by  this  means  it  will  take 
a  long  time  before  we  will  be  paid  back  all  we 
will  require  to  spend,  and  if  the  people  ever 
come  to  find  it  out  we  will  be  found  fault  with 
and  not  the  Bishop.  It  certainly  will  not 
appear  well;  but  on  the  other  hand  I  think 
that  if  His  Lordship  told  the  people  that  he 
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made  over  to  us  the  pew  rent,  they  would  receive 
us  very  badly.  S©  the  case  is  difficult  in 
both  its  bearings.  The  Bishop  allows  me  to 
raise  in  the  Bank  what  money  I  will  require  for 
the  present,  but  I  cannot  have  it  at  less  than 
8  per  cent  paid  in  advance,  which  is  very  high. 
Moreover  I  will  require  a  great  deal  of  money, 
as  you  may  judge  by  the  follovdng  list  of  furn- 
iture, and  I  give  it  you  complete.  There  are 
in  the  College,  belonging  to  it,  about  45  bad 
bed-steads,  7  desk  for  the  Study,  4  tables  for 
the  refectory,  about  a  dozen  very  poor  benches, 
not  quite  a  dozen  old  chairs,  and  4  or  5  stoves, 
and  that  is  all.  I  forgot  to  say  half  a  dozen 
old  mattresses.  There  is  no  furniture  in  any  of 
the  masters'  rooms,  no  matresses,  no  bed  clothes, 
no  furniture  for  classrooms,  and  so  on  for  the 
rest.  All  the  house  wants  painting  very  badly, 
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but  I  will  not  do  that  this  year  tinless  where 
I  can't  help  it.  I  have  been  obliged  to  have 
it  all  whitewashed  and  must  have  it  all  scrubbed. 
The  playrcom  built  by  Father  Malbos,  is  in 
rather  a  dangerous  state,  cannot  be  fixed,  and 
must  be  rebuilt  anew,  if  I  can  only  afford  it. 
The  kitchen  and  laundry  are  perfectly  bare  - 
not  so  much  as  a  plate  or  knife  and  fork  can  be 
found  -  and  must  be  con5)letely  furnished.  You 
must  now  have  some  idea  of  what  a  poor  state  v/e 
find  things  here  and  of  the  amount  of  money  we 
will  require.  Perhaps  this  would  induce  you  to 
send  me  some  money.  I  will  pay  it  back  in  pro- 
portion as  I  get  it  from  the  Parish  together  with 
interest.  You  need  not  be  the  least  uneasy  about 
the  investment  as  you  may  be  sure  I  will  not 
neglect  the  interests  of  the  Society.  I  should 
have  told  you  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  furni- 
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ture  at  the  Bishop's  late  residerxe  which  I  hope 
to  take  v/hen  the  priest  leaves,  and  which  will 
help  to  furnish  the  masters*  rooms.  Also  that 
there  are  some  beds  here  belonging  to  the  pupils 
of  last  year,  who  all  furnished  their  own  beds. 
But  I  think  it  will  pay  us  better  to  furnish 
some,  so  I  have  ordered  20  for  this  year,  besides 
v/hat  will  be  necessary  for  the  masters.  Now  for 
the  parish.  It  is  in  a  much  better  state  than 
when  I  was  here  two  years  ago.  The  flooring  has 
been  renewed,  a  bell-tower  partially  built,  a 
new  bell  of  3000  lbs  is  to  be  bought  by  the  priest 
before  he  leaves,  the  roof  has  been  fixed  a  little 
better  than  it  was,  and  new  furnaces  have  been 
put  in  the  church.  Thus  the  church  will  scarcely 
require  any  repairs  for  4  or  five  years,  and 
then  it  will  come  out  of  the  pew  rent.   The  same 
pays  the  organist  and  sacristan.   All  the  dues 
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and  perquisites,  which  are  considerable,  will 
come  to  us.  The  horse,  except  one,  the  cows, 
the  buggies,  except  one  old  thing  in  a  wretched 
condition,  and  other  things  of  a  like  nature, 
all  belong  to  the  priest .personally,  so  we  must 
buy  all  these,  and  out  of  our  ov/n  funds.  I  do 
not  know  as  yet  what  arrangement  will  be  made 
with  regard  to  the  crops,  fruits  etc.  of  this 
year.  I  will  let  you  know  in  my  next.  I  will 
also  give  you  many  other  details  that  I  have 
not  room  for  now.  I  have  issued  the  Prospectus, 
v±th   the  same  terms  as  in  Toronto,  that  is  $25 
dearer  than  it  was  here  last  yeeir.   This  has 
caused  some  grumbling  amongst  the  French  Canadians, 
but  every  one  advised  me  to  put  it  at  that  figure. 
Now  you  will  ask,  what  are  our  prospects.  I 
ansv;er  candidly.  I  think  they  are  good.  If  you 
except  the  little  dislike  that  persons  generally 
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have  for  change,  priests  and  people  received  us 
well,  and  give  us  every  encouragement,  both 
here  and  in  Detroit.  The  Bishop,  however  of 
that  place,  though  he  promises  to  encourage  the 
establishment ,  would  not  allow  us  to  use  his 
n^me  as,  he  said,  he  did  not  see  why  he  should, 
we  being  in  another  Diocese^  I  hope  you  are 
sending  me  an  excellent  parish  priest,  as  the 
people  here  have  not  yet  forgotten  the  Jesuits. 
They  are  really  good  pious  people.  See  what  you 
can  do  about  the  money.  I  will  write  you  again 
on  the  arrival  of  our  colonists.  I  recommend 
myself  and  work  to  your  prayers.  Adieu 

Denis  O'Connor. 
I  will  give  you  more  information  in  my  next; 
should  you  wish  to  know  anything  particular, 
mention  it.  D.O*C. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich 
Nov,  1st  1870. 
Very  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  a  few  days  ago, 
and  I  need  not  tell  you  it  gave  me  much  pleasure, 
as  it  was  the  first  I  had  from  you  since  you 
directed  me  to  come  to  Sandwich.  I  am  delighted 
to  know  that  your  health  continues  so  good,  as 
it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  to  enable  you  to 
bear  up  against  the  many  troubles  with  which 
you  are  surrounded.  Throughout  America,  the 
Catholics  are  all  very  much  discouraged  at  the 
series  of  defeats  which  have  attended  the  arms 
of  France.  And  now  they  are  more  so  than  ever, 
for  two  days  ago  we  learned  by  Telegraph  of  the 
Capitulation  of  Bazame  by  which  France  loses  the 
aid  of  173,000  men.  Every  one  is  asking  when  is 
this  to  cease?  Yet,  though  all  are  deeply  afflicted 
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at  the  miafortunea  of  that  noble  people,  every- 
one recognizes  in  it  the  hand  of  Grod,  Who  pun- 
ishes the  people  for  the  faults  of  the  govern- 
ment. Napoleon  deserted  the  Pope,  and  God  was 
quick  in  deserting  him.  The  wretched  govern- 
ment you  now  have,  calls  to  its  assistance  such 
scoundrels  as  Garibaldi  &   Mazzini,  and  performs 
the  v/ork  of  the  Devil  by  allowing  Belgium  to  be 
persecuted  and  outraged,   God*s  blessing  and  aid 
cannot  attend  such  work,  I  fear  that  unless 
there  be  a  chsmge,  France  will  be  obliged  to 
drain  its  cup  of  bitterness  to  the  very  dregs. 
We  pray  that  Almighty  God  may,  in  his  mercy, 
avert  any  such  terrible  punishment  and  that  He 
may  protect  the  good,  specially  the  members  of 
our  Community.  May  France,  thoroughly  purified 
by  this  chastisement  of  God,  rise  more  glorious 
than  everl 
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The  Telegraph  constantly  furnishes  us  with 
news,  much  alas  true,  and  much  false;  yet  we 
had  not  learned  until  we  received  your  letter, 
of  the  very  hard  times  now  existing  in  France. 
Of  course  we  knew,  that  wherever  the  victorious 
Prussians  had  passed,  all  was  desolation  and 
ruin;  yet  we  did  not  know  that  places  so  far 
removed  from  the  seat  of  war,  as  Aonnonay,  were 
suffering  ao  much.  I  trust  and  pray  that 
these  things  will  soon  have  an  end* 

Here,  thank  kind  Providence,  everything  is 
quiet  and  prosperous  enough.  The  harvest  has 
been  pretty  good,  the  prices  are  reasonable,  and 
those  who  are  not  comfortable  have  themselves  to 
blame.  Many  a  time  did  I  tell  Father  Frachon  in 
joking,  that  there  is  no  such  country  in  the 
world  as  Canada,  and  he  wrote  to  me  lately  to 
say  that  he  now  believes  me*. 
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But  I  mu3t  tell  you  something  about  Sand- 
wich. Our  school  now  numbers  thirty  boarders, 
and  four  day-scholars.  This  will  show  you  that 
this  is  a  bad  situation  for  a  day  school.  With 
regard  to  the  number  of  boarders,  you  may  be 
glad  to  know  that  I  am  satisfied  with  it.  You 
knov/  what  ill  success  attended  the  College  so 
far,  30  that  its  reputation  is  none  of  the  best. 
Besides  people  do  not  know  us,  and  naturally 
enough  are  waiting  to  see  what  kind  of  stuff  we 
are  made  of.  I  think  these  things  considered, 
we  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  our  attendance. 
The  large  majority  of  our  students  are  from 
Detroit.  So  far  the  ^iocese  of  London  has  not 
done  much  for  us;  excepting  the  students  from 
oandv/ich,  and  they  are  not  many,  we  have  only 
tliree  from  the  Oiocese.  The  annivorsary  of  the 
Bishop's  consecration  will  be  celebrated  in 
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London  on  the  10th  instant.  Most  of  the  priests 
of  the  Diocese  will  be  there,  sind  I  intend  to 
go,  and  I  will  prudently  remind  them  that  they 
ought  to  do  more  for  us.  The  Bishop  I  think 
must  be  well  disposed  towards  us,  seeing  that 
he  was  so  anxious  to  have  us.  He  has  not  yet 
come  to  see  us.  He  intended  to  be  here  on  last 
Sunday  week,  but  during  the  week  preceding  his 
brother-in-law  was  killed  on  the  cars,  and  this 
prevented  him.  As  far  as  I  know  the  people  of 
Sandwich  are  well  disposed  towards  us  in  the 
College  and  in  the  Parish.  We  hear  of  the  Jesuits 
pretty  often,  and  some  people  would  like  to  meddle 
a  little  in  our  business.  I  listen  to  them 
quietly  and  then  do  as  I  think  ought.  I  do  not  yet 
feel  that  I  can  put  these  meddlers  in  their 
place,  but  the  time  will  come. 

In  the  College  I  am  satisfied  with  the  way 
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things  are  going.  Considering  the  way  things 
were  conducted  here  last  year,  (you  would  wonder 
if  you  knew  all)  I  find  that  the  boys  are  taking 
to  the  rule  pretty  well.  I  have  been  obliged 
to  be  a  little  severe  a  few  times;  excepting  that 
I  have  had  no  trouble  with  them.  I  am  glad,  too, 
to  be  able  to  report  favourably  of  the  masters. 
I  have  only  four  classes,  two  Latin  and  two 
English.  I  did  not  want  to  establish  too  many 
at  first.  I  can  establish  them  as  they  will  be 
required.  All  the  Masters  have  had  no  experience 
in  teaching,  except  one  who  taught  for  a  few 
months  in  Toronto.  Yet  they  are  all  very  devoted 
to  their  work,  and  their  boys  are  making  a  reas- 
onable progress.  The  masters  also  study  well 
themselves  and  I  am  generally  content  with  the 
manner  in  ^jyhich  they  observe  the  Rules. 

I  see  by  your  letter  that  you  think  I  have 
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Kennedy  &  Foy  here.  Such  is  not  the  case.  You 
ought  to  know  Father  Vincent  well  enough  to 
know  that  he  first  looks  out  for  himself.  I  was 
not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  way  he  served  me 
here.  In  your  first  letteri  accepting  Sandwich, 
you  told  him  to  send  Father  Frachon  or  Father 
Chalandard  along  with  me,  he  was  not  willing  to 
do  so.  You  intended  Mr.  Foy  for  Sandwich  and 
Father  Vincent  would  not  let  him  come,  though  I 
asked  for  him  especially,  as  he  is  able  to  teach 
drawing.  Consequently  I  have  no  drawing  master, 
though  some  pupils  have  asked  to  learn  it.  When 
it  -iras  question  of  sending  Father  Aboulin  here, 
he  never  let  me  know  anything  about  it  until  he 
wrote  to  tell  me  he  was  coming.  All  this  did  not 
please  me  much  in  the  beginning,  but  now  that  I 
see  things  are  going  pretty  well  I  am  more  re- 
conciled. The  only  thing  I  complain  of  now  is 
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that  I  have  too  much  to  do.  I  have  to  teach 

Theology,  moral  and  dogmatic.  Philosophy,  Gate-  ; 

chism  on  Sundays,  to  preach  every  Sunday  in     ( 

/ 
English  at  early  Mass,  besides  performing  my 

duties  as  Superior  and  Econome.   "^his  last  is 

no  small  job,  as  I  have  to  look  after  the  Farm, 

and  the  temporal  affairs  of  both  the  College  and 

^arish.  You  may  ask  why  I  do  not  get  some  of 

the  priests  to  relieve  me.  So  far  they  have  had 

all  they  can  do,  preparing  the  children  for  First 

Communion.   Besides  Father  Faure  seems  not  to 

care  about  teaching  and  Father  Aboulin  has  to 

teach  singing.  Every  one  here  who  knew  Father 

Faure  v;a3  astonished  that  you  should  send  him. 

So  far  I  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  him,  he 

does  his  work  v/ell  in  the  Parish,  though  he  is 

unv/illing  to  do  any  other.  He  is  sometimes  very 

homesick.  I  think  he  v/as  disappointed  to  find 
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Father  Aboulin  in  possession  before  him.  At 
least  it  looks  like  it .  However  I  should  not 
like  you  to  say  anything  to  him  on  these  matters; 
it  could  do  no  good.  I  trust  that  God  will  give 
me  health  and  strength  to  get  through  ray  work 
this  year,  and  that  another  year  you  will  see 
that  Father  Vincent  will  deal  more  fairly.  I  am 
positive  he  would  not  consent  to  do  my  work  for 
a  week.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  Parish;  it  is 
on  a  good  footing;  the  people  are  religious,  SLnd 
are  content  with  us.   Fatheis  Aboulin  and  Faure 
are  very  devoted  to  their  work,  but  somev/hat 
deficient  in  preaching.  Today  we  had  the  First 
Communion  of  the  children.  There  were  about 
fifty.  On  last  Sunday  week  Fi^ther  Bruyere  blessed 
a  new  bell  for  the  Parish  v/eighing  3100  lbs.  It 
is  the  largest  in  the  Diocese,  and  the  people 
are  quite  proud  of  it.  It  gave  me  a  good  deal 
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of  trouble  as  I  had  to  prepare  for  the  ceremony 
and  the  raising  of  it,  which  vras  not  small  matter. 
But  we  succeeded  without  accident.  Besides  there 
is  over  a  hundred  dollars  due  on  it,  and  it  will 
not  be  easy  to  raise  them,  as  the  people  are  not 
at  all  generous.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get 
the  dues  &  pew  rent  from  many  of  them.  For  this 
reason  I  fear  the  Parish  will  not  yield  as  much 
as  v/e  were  led  to  believe.  In  my  last  I  told 
you  there  was  a  buggy  belonging  to  the  Parish, 
but  it  belonged  to  Ft.ther  Laurent,  and  I  have 
been  obliged  to  buy  one,  as  well  as  harness. 
My  books  show  that  I  have  spent  already  nearly 
yl200  for  necessary  repairs  &  furniture  for  the 
College  ajid  apputenances.  And  all  the  repairs 
are  not  yet  done,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  in 
the  line  of  furniture  I  bought  only  what  was 
absolutely  necessary.   The  Masters  are  not  at 
all  as  comfortable  as  they  ought  to  be.   This 
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will  show  you  hov/  much  I  need  money.  But  I 
hope  to  come  out  all  right,  I  presume  you  have 
heard  of  the  new  Seminary  in  Adjala;  it  is  very 
provoking.  We  are  all  well  both  masters  and 
students.  My  best  wishes  to  all  the  confreres 
at  Annonay.   Tell  Father  Raynaud  I  am  glad  he 
overcame  that  Prussian.  All  the  confreres  here 
send  you  their  warmest  wishes.  Wishing  you 
every  blessing,  but  particularly  relief  from 
your  many  troubles,  I  remain,  Very  Rev.  Dear 
Superior, 

Your  devoted  confrere 
Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich 
January  24th,  1871. 
Very  Rev.  &  very  Dear  Superior, 

You  will  undoubtedly  consider  me   very 
negligent  of  my  duty,  and  I  must  acknowledge 
that  you  have  some  reason.  But  as  I  have  been 
expecting  a  letter  from  you  for  some  time,  I 
thought  it  better  to  await  its  arrival  before 
writing  to  you  again.  It  has  not  come  however, 
and  I  presume  you  would  find  ault  with  me  did  I 
v/ait  any  longer,  as  I  know  you  will  like  to  have 
news  from  here.  First,  then,  I  am  pleased  to  be 
able  to  tell  you  that  things  are  going  on  here 
about  as  well  as  can  be  expected.   The  attend- 
ance of  pupils  is  not  allthat  could  be  expected. 
\7e  have  altogether  45  boys,  of  whom  38  are 
boarders.  You  will  see  by  this  that  the  place 
is  not  favourable  for  a  day  school.   There  are. 
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no  doubt,  boys  enoue^h  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, but  as  the  inhabitants  are  pretty  heavily 
taxed  for  the  Gommon  School,  they  think  they 
might  as  well  send  their  children  there,  partic- 
ularly, as  the  F.  Canddians  are  very  much  attached 
to  the  dollars.  You  will  understand  by  this  that 
a  large  majority  of  our  boys  are  from  the  Amer- 
ican side  of  the  river.  It  has  always  been  my 
opinion,  and  is  now  so  more  than  ever,  that  our 
principal  support  must  come  from  the  United 
States;  though  I  believe  too,  that  Canada  will 
do  much  more  for  us  than  it  is  now  doing.  All 
the  boys  who  are  here,  as  well  as  their  parents 
seem  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  College,  and 
to  take  an  interest  in  it.  If  we  can  continue 
this;  and  I  hope  we  shall,  a  good  name  will  be 
given  to  the  place,  a  thing  which  has  not  poss- 
essed for  a  long  time,  and  then  we  must  succeed. 
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As  a  general  thing,  the  boys  are  well  con- 
ducted, though,  of  course,  among  the  number  there 
are  some  to  give  trouble.  We  are  so  near  Detroit, 
from  which  place  most  of  our  boys  come,  that  the 
great  temptation  for  the  boys  is  to  run  home.  I 
was  very  much  annoyed  by  this  in  the  beginning, 
and  v/as  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  rather 
severe  measures  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  Since 
Christmas  we  have  had  no  case  of  it.  Did  you 
knov;  the  manner  in  which  things  v;ere  conducted 
here  last  year,  you  would  not  be  surprised  to 
hear  that  we  had  some  trouble.   It  would  fairly 
amaze  you,  did  I  tell  you  of  some  of  last  year's 
doings.  But  "^cui  bono"?  On  the  whole  our  boys 
are  exceedingly  backward  in  their  studies,  as 
you  may  know  Fhen  I  tell  you  that  the  weakest 
class  is  by  far  the  most  numerous.   This  is 
better  for  us  in  one  way,  as  it  will  give  us 
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plenty  of  time  to  provide  fdr  higher  classes. 
I  wish  however  that  we  had  a  good  mi-^c  master 
as  well  as  one  for  drawing,  ^ong  the  few  boys 
we  have  here  there  are  13  leEirning  music.  We 
lose  all  the  income  from  this,  and  I  assure  you 
it  would  be  a  great  assistance  to  us  in  our 
poverty,  ^""e  have  no  drawing  class  for  vi^ant  of 
a  Master,  but  I  feel  convinced  that  many  would 
learn.  Could  you  not  then  so  arrange  matters 
so  as  to  send  me  next  year  Professors  of  these 
branches?  I  fear  that  we  will  not  have  a  great 
many  vocations  for  the  Church  among  our  pupils. 
I  look  for  these  chiefly  among  the  Canadians. 
You  know  that  the  Irish  Americans  are  not  much 
inclined  that  way,  and  I  find  that  the  French 
Aniericans  of  whom  there  are  many  in  Detroit  are 
lees  so.  However  when  God  wants  vocations  He 
can  make  them  come.  So  much  for  the  boys.   The 
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Masters  give  me  great  satisfaction.  They  observe 
the  rules  well,  and  are  very  faithful  and  devoted 
to  their  duty.  With  one  exception  the  classes 
are  very  well  taught  and  orderly.  The  exception 
I  make  is  an  auxiliary,  and  does  the  best  he  can 
and  though  I  desire  something  more,  yet  his  boys 
do  not  lose  their  time.  Having  to  teach  their 
Theology  and  Philosophy,  besides  my  duties  aa 
Superior  and  Treasurer,  I  cannot  visit  the  classes 
as  often  as  I  would  like.  As  all  my  teachers  are 
mere  novices  at  the  work  I  should  see  them  oftener 
aiid  as  I  expect  some  relief  next  year,  I  hope  to 
look  after  them  more  closely.  When  Father  Faure 
came  I  had  hopes  of  getting  him  to  do  something 
in  the  College.  He  never  refused,  but  he  objected 
and  as  he  was  very  much  troubled  by  home-sickness 
I  thought  it  best  to  do  as  I  could  for  this  year. 
He  and  Father  Aboulin  are  altogether  occupied 
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with  the  Parish,  and  certainly  they  are  not 
idle,  for  the  Parish  is  very  large.   I  cannot 
tell  you  exactly  how  many  souls  there  are  in 
it,  but  in  my  next  I  will,  as  Fr.  Aboulin  is 
now  occupied  in  taking  the  census  of  it.  The 
people  are  generally  good,  and  therefore  give 
much,  though  agreeable,  work  to  the  priests. 
Fathers  Aboulin  and  Faure  will  probably  give 
you  news  on  this  head.   I  alisrays  give  assistance 
on  Sundays  and  Holydays.  The  income  from  the 
Parish  is  large,  but  it  is  divided  into  three 
parts,  the  Pastors,  the  Church's,  and  the 
Bishop's.   I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  our 
portion  will  be.  Since  we  took  charge  of  the 
Parish,  Sept.  20  till  today  the  total  revenue 
of  the  church  from  all  sources  has  been  ^1180. 
Of  this  amount  about  |250  is  for  us.   The  people 
are  not  at  all  generous,  and  they  are  most 
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baclcT/ard  in  paying  the  dues,  the  Pastor's  share. 
If  they  do  not  pay  their  pews  they  are  closed 
and  as  this  is  humiliating  they  pay  them  up  well. 

I  suppose  you  receive  news  regularly  from 
Toronto,  and  are  therefore  informed  of  their 
troubles  there.  Poor  Abp.  Lynch  was  never  re- 
markable for  his  good  sense,  but  since  his 
return  from  Rome,  he  seems  to  have  parted  com- 
pany with  it  completely.  He  has  run  counter  to 
nearly  everybody,  and  at  last  the  storm  has 
burst  upon  St.  Michael's.  They  are  much  annoyed 
there,  as  they  scarcely  know  what  he  finds 
fault  ^dth.  I  will  not  enter  into  any  details 
as  I  suppose  you  know  as  much  about  it  as  myself, 
if  not  more.  I  will  only  say  that  I  am  very 
glad  to  be  removed  from  these  troubles  as  they 
affect  me  very  much.  Here,  thank  God,  v/e  have 
nothing  of  the  kind.  We  get  along  very  v;ell  with 
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our  neighbours,  and  the  Bp.  is  so  far  away  that 
we  do  not  see  much  of  him.  He  has  been  here 
only  once  since  we  came;  but  as  far  as  I  know 
he  is  very  well  disposed  towards  us.   I  have 
also  seen  the  Bp-  of  Detroit  and  he  received  me 
very  kindly.   I  like  very  much  to  have  authority 
on  my  side,  but  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  that 
it  does  not  make  much  difference  in  this  country. 
People  judge  for  themselves  here,  and  if  they 
find  that  a  College  does  well  they  v/ill  support 
it.  7/hether  this  is  a  misfortune  or  not,  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say.  Thank  Providence,  we  all 
enjoy  good  health,  except  a  slight  ailing  now 
and  a  gain,  among  the  pupils.  As  for  myself, 
ir.y  health  is  better  than  usual.   It  appears  the 
more  work  I  have  to  do,  the  better  I  am.  During 
the  Christmas  holidays  I  lost  my  sister  who  was 
a  religious.  She  died  of  consumption.   I  have 
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been  long  looking  for  her  death,  and  therefore 
did  not  feel  the  blow  so  heavily,   I  have  no 
doubt  you  will  pray  for  her.  I  hope  that  all 
the  confreres,  but  particularly  you  are  enjoying 
good  health,  and  I  now  wish  you,  what  I  should 
have  done  at  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  viz. 
that  this  new  year  may  be  one  of  many  during 
which  you  will  be  blessed  with  every  grace  and 
comfort.  Mr.  McBrady  presents  you  his  sincerest 
regards.  My  best  wishes  to  the  confreres  of  my 
acquaintance,  and  to  M.  Raynaud.  Hoping  that 
you  v/ill  find  time  to  write  to  me  soon, 

I  remain,  Very  Rev.  &  Very  Dear  Superior, 
Your  devoted  child 

D.  O'Connor 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich,  May  16,  1871. 
Very  Rev.  &   Dear  Superior, 

I  have  allowed  your  kind  letter  of  Feb.  22nd 
to  run  unanswered  a  long  time,  and  I  scarcely 
know  v/hat  reason  to  offer  in  excuse  if  it  be  not 
that  I  had  no  news  to  cor.imunicate  to  you,  and 
that  I  have  been  exceedingly  busy. 

I  think,  by  what  you  say  in  your  letter,  that 
either  one  of  your  letters,  or  one  of  mine,  must 
have  been  lost,  as  you  were  certainly  written  to 
twice  by  me,  without  my  receiving  any  answer.  I 
as  T/ell  as  the  confreres  here  were  much  pleased 
that  you  Here  enjoying  good  health,  and  that 
God,  in  His  mercy,  spread  His  protection  over 
our  little  Community  in  France.  May  He  grant 
a  continuance  of  it,  now  that  poor  FVance  is 
in  such  a  miserable  condition.   In  ^erica  we 
were  quite  prepared  for  this,  and  every  thinking 
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man  looked  upon  the  continued  and  astonishing 
victories  of  the  Prussians,  as  well  as  their 
cruel  occupation  of  French  territory,  as  more 
honourable  and  more  beneficial  to  France  than 
would  be  the  state  of  things  which  every  one 
felt  sure  would  follow  on  the  departure  of 
external  enemies.   Though  the  present  state  of 
things,  is  disgraceful  and  a  source  of  sorrow 
for  every  Frenchman,  and  every  one  sjnnpathizing 
vriLth  France,  as  all  Catholics  do;  yet  we  all 
look  for  good  to  arise  from  it,  as  we  now  be- 
lieve that  Europe  will  now  understand  what 
Revolution  means,  and  consequently  will  take 
means  to  crush  it  out.  In  this  continent  even 
a  great  change  of  opinion  has  taken  place  with 
regard  to  these  so-called  friends  of  Liberty, 
and  the  Protestant  press  unanimously  cries  out 
against  their  disgraceful  conduct. 
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But  I  must  come  to  our  o\7n  affairs.  Since 
my  last  there  has  been  little  or  no  change  in 
affairs  in  Sandiwch.  There  has  been  no  change 
in  the  humber  of  our  pupils,  unless  perhaps 
that  we  have  lost  one  or  two  on  account  of  sick- 
ness. You  will  understand  from  this,  that  we 
have  not  had  as  many  pupils  this  year  as  I  had 
reason  to  hope  for  in  the  beginning,  but  do  not 
suppose  that  I  am  discouraged.  There  were  a 
good  many  reasons  to  diminish  the  number  of 
boys.  First,  we  raised  the  price,  and  that 
al\7ays  militates  against  an  Institution  for 
some  time.  Besides  the  College  was  taken  over 
too  late  in  the  season,  and  many  parents  had 
already  determined  to  send  their  sons  elsewhere. 
The  Bishop,  too,  was  absent  from  the  time  of 
our  acceptance  until  some  time  after  v/e  opened 
the  classes,  and  though  Father  Bruyere  did  all 
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he  could  for  us,  yet  it  was  not  the  same  thing 
as  if  the  Bishop  had  done  it.  The  consequence 
is  that  we  have  very  few  from  the  Diocese.  I 
must  say,  however,  that  I  look  to  the  United 
States  for  our  chief  support.  Though  the  number 
of  our  pupils  is  rather  small,  yet  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  pay  off  all  the  current  expenses,  and 
perhaps  have  a  little  money  left.  The  revenues 
from  the  church  will  help  to  pay  the  extra- 
ordinary expenses,  though  not  all,  I  am  afraid. 
It  would  take  me  too  long  to  tell  you  of  all 
the  things  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  provide 
for  the  Parish  and  the  College,  which  I  expected 
to  find  here  before  me.   Of  course  I  have  not 
provided  everything  aa  yet,  nor  do  I  expect  to 
get  everything  into  good  shape  before  three  of 
four  years. 

The  revenues  of  the  Church  are  not  divided 


FATHER  0*CQNIIQR:  MY  16,  1871 57 

exactly  as  you  say.  The  pwe-rent  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Church;  the  dues  for  the  priests, 
as  7/ell  as  marriages  and  baptisms;  but  all  other 
perquisites  are  evenly  divided  between  Church  & 
Pastor.  And  besides  the  Bishop  gets  one  tenth 
of  all  revenues.  Now  this  takes  away  a  good  sum 
from  both.  I  cannot  say  how  muc|i  as  I  do  not 
knov,'  how  much  the  revenues  for  the  year  will 
amount  to.  It  is  true  that  by  the  agreement 
betv/een  the  Bishop  and  the  Community  we  have  a 
right  to  the  pew-rent  for  one  or  more  years. 
But  for  this  year  it  will  not  yield  us  one  cent 
as  the  debts  which  were  on  the  church  when  we 
came  have  taken,  or  will  take  the  whole  of  it. 
Besides  even  if  we  could  have  it  all,  I  do  not 
very  well  see  how  we  could  take  it;  for  if  it 
should  be  known  by  the  people,  it  would  utterly 
destroy  us  in  their  opinion.  I  do  not  v/rite 
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these  things  to  you  that  you  may  take  any  action 
with  the  Bishop.  I  merely  tell  it  you  for  your 
o\7n  information,  and  you  will  oblige  me  by  doing 
or  saying  nothing  about  it.  I  have  never  yet 
spoken  to  the  Bishop  about  it,  but  I  intend  to 
do  so  when  the  proper  time  comes.  This  will  all 
make  you  understand  that  I  have  had  no  easy  time 
of  it. this' year  to  raise  money  for  all  demands. 
I  had  hopes  to  have  some  help  from  you,  but  I 
feel  that  your  circumstances  would  not  permit 
it.  "iliank  God,  notwithstanding  all  my  difficul- 
ties, I  hope  to  have  an  even  balance  at  least 
at  the  end  of  the  twelve  months.   But  now  some 
provision  must  be  made  for  next  year.  Our 
chapel,  study  hall,  and  dining  room  are  quite 
unfitted  for  the  objects  for  which  they  are  in- 
tended. A  new  wing  to  the  building  would  meet 
all  these  difficulties.   But  I  cannot  expect 
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you  to  grant  such  permission,  as  you  can  give 
no  help,  and  as  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  do 
so  before  we  are  assured  of  success  here.  What 
I  propose  doing  then,  with  your  permission,  is 
tliis.  I  will  leave  the  chapel  and  dining  room 
as  they  are  at  present  as  I  consider  that  the 
study  hall  is  the  most  necessary'',  as  it  has  the 
greatest  influence  on  the  health  of  the  pupils. 
When  M.  Malbos  was  here  he  built  a  play-room, 
about  60  X  25.  As  it  has  not  been  properly 
cared  for,  it  is  now  unfit  for  use,  and  I  even 
consider  it  dangerous.  I  intend  to  rebuild  it 
solidly,  and  divide  it  by  a  moveable  partition 
in  tv;o  equal  parts,  one  for  a  study  hall,  and 
the  other  for  a  playroom.   I  have  not  had  the 
cost  estimated,  but  I  think  that  $400  or  $500 
ought  to  cover  all  expenses.   Of  course  I  will 
build  in  v;ood.   I  would  then  divide  the  present 
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study  hall  into  two  classrooms  of  which  I  expect 
we  will  have  need  next  year.  Please  write  at 
once,  and  give  the  necessary  permission,  I 
think  that  this  improvement  is  absolutely  re- 
quired, and  you  will  easily  understand  that  it 
will  conduce  much  to  the  cleanliness  and  quiet 
of  the  House.   There  are  many  other  little  im- 
provements that  must  be  made  but  as  they  will 
be  durable  I  suppose  you  will  not  have  any 
objection  to  them.   They  are  such  as  providing 
a  wardrobe,  shoeroom  and  ordinary  repairs.   I 
hope  that  you  will  send  me  some  help  for  next 
year.   I  expect  Mr,   Grand  as  study-master  and 
also  some  one  to  teach  drawing  and  music.  Music 
is  now  taught  by  a  person  from  outside;  so  that 
I  am  not  so  particuli^r  about  that.   I  expect  and 
hope  that  hey  will  give  me  some  one  from  Toronto 
to  take  a  portion  of  my  work  in  the  College.  I 


FATHER  O'CONNOR;  MAY  16,  1871 61 

would  not  like  to  undertake  another  year  all  I 

have  done  this.  You  say  in  your  letter  that 

you  vn.sh  me  to  send  in  September  a  full  account 

of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  12  mos.  I 

have  never  done  such  a  thing  before,  and  if  you 

would  give  me  some  idea  aa  to  how  it  is  to  be 

done,  or  send  me  a  formual  to  fill  up  it  will 

make  it  more  easy  for  me,  and  more  intelligible 

for  you.   I  was  a  little  surprised  to  learn  that 

Fr.  Raynaud  had  returned  to  his  old  post.  I  am 

very  glad  to  hear  that  he  did  so.   I  am  much 

gratified  at  his  kind  remembrance  of  me,  and  in 

return  I  wish  him  everything  that  is  best.  Fathers 

Faure  and  Aboulin  and  the  other  confreres  wish 

to  be  remembered  to  you.  With  compliments  to 

confreres  and  best  wishes  to  yourself,  I  remain 

V.  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior,  Your  devoted  Son 

Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Ai-chives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich,  Sept.  15th,  1871. 
Very  Rev.  &  Very  Dear  Superior, 

I  have  been  very  slow  in  answering  your 
last  kind  letter,  but  I  hope  you  will  not  attrib- 
ute it  to  negligence,  as  I  have  been  very  much 
occupied  since  I  received  it.  Your  letter  was 
a  source  of  pleasure  to  us  all,  when  v/e  learned 
that  God  in  His  Goodness  has  so  watched  over  our 
little  Community.  May  He  always  accord  to  us 
the  same  protection. 

I  will  now  ansv/er  your  letter  in  detail.   I 
did  not  speak  to  the  Bishop  about  the  Concordat 
as  you  advised  me  to  do.   I  thought  it  would  be 
perfectly  useless,  as  he  is  engaged  in  building 
a  residence  which  will  cost  him  ^20,000.  Besides 
I  find  that  my  accounts  are  in  a  pretty  good 
state  and  that  by  careful  management  I  will  be 
able  to  do  without  the  money  from  the  church  for 
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this  year.  I  shall  not  fail  to  take  this  money 
here-after  and  perhaps  at  a  time  when  I  will 
have  more  need  of  it  than  now.  With  regard  to 
the  Hall  for  Recreation,  I  found  it  impossible 
to  do  as  you  advised,  and  Mr,  Vincent  was  quite 
of  my  opinion.  Y?hat  I  have  done  is  this:  I 
have  had  a  hall  built,  70  x  25  feet,  with  a 
porch  connecting  with  the  College.  It  is  solidly 
built  upon  cedar  posts  three  feet  in  the  ground 
so  the  frost  cannot  injure  or  displace  them. 
^Aie  v/hole  building  is  in  wood.  Outside  the 
boards  are  perpendicular,  closely  joined,  and 
with  batons  over  the  joinings.  Inside  the 
boards  are  horizontal,  and  tongued  and  grooved 
so  that  no  air  can  pass  through.   The  whole  is 
planed,  and  painted,  outside  a  brown  colour 
with  drab  facings,  and  inside  of  a  light  drab 
color.   The  main  building  is  divided  in  the 
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cenure  by  a  moveable  partition  which  gives  us 
two  halls  of  35  x  25  feet.   One  serves  for  the 
study  hall,  the  other  for  a  hall  for  recreation. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  by  removing  the  partition 
which  is  so  a^rranged  that  any  one  can  take  it 
down  or  put  it  up  in  an  hour,  we  will  have  a 
fine  hall  for  the  Exhibition.  I  forgot  to  state 
that  the  ceiling  inside  is  lightly  rounded, 
which  improves  the  appearance  very  much,  and 
makes  the  hall  more  airy  as  by  that  arrangenent 
v/e  gain  two  feet  in  the  height  inside.   The 
distance  between  the  floor  and  the  ceiling  is 
14  feet.  The  cost  of  the  whole  as  far  as  I  can 
nov/  judge  (for  I  have  not  all  the  bills  in  yet) 
will  be  about  $700.   The  greater  portion  of  this 
is  already  paid,  and  I  have  cash  enough  in  hand 
to  pay  the  rest;  so  I  shall  not  be  obliged  to 
call  upon  uou  for  money,  though  I  an  exceedingly 
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obliged  for  your  kind  offer.  I  think  you  need 
not  fear  that  what  I  have  done  will  have  the 
same  fate  as  the  Ball -alley  in  Toronto?  for  I 
am  convinced  that  with  care  this  hall  will  last 
30  or  40  years,  and  by  that  time  I  supx^ose  who- 
ever will  be  here,  will  be  able  to  put  up 
something  better.  I  hope  you  will  find  that  I 
have  done  well  in  not  complying  with  your 
wishes.   I  have  divided  the  old  study  hall  into 
two  cltissrooms,  both  of  which  we  need  as  I  have 
two  classes  more  this  year  than  last,   I  have 
oeen   obliged  to  make  a  great  many  other  repar- 
ations in  the  house,  but  I  am  very  careful  to 
do  nothing  which  will  not  be  lasting.   Besides 
I  always  keep  within  my  means  and  incur  no  debts 
that  I  am  not  able  to  meet.   I  except  of  course 
what  I  got  from  Mr.  Vincent  when  I  came  here, 
and  |500  that  I  afterwards  borrowed  on  the 
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authority  of  the  Bishop,  with  the  approval  of 
Father  Vincent.  But  you  will  understand  all 
this  much  better  when  I  send  you  my  account  for 
the  year.   I  have  not  been  able  to  make  them  out 
yet,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  them  in  two 
or  three  weeks.  The  Bishop  and  the  Archbishop 
of  Toronto  have  both  been  here  lately,  the  former 
remained  nearly  two  weeks,  and  the  latter  a  week. 
They  were  here  just  at  the  time  that  the  boys 
returned  from  vacation,  and  consequently  I  have 
oeen   exceedingly  busy,  as  none  of  those  with  me 
here  have  had  any  experience  either  in  attending 
to  the  business  of  the  house,  or  in  procuring 
T/hat  v/Duld  be  necessary  for  such  visitors.   The 
Bishop  always  expresses  his  satisfaction  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  College  is  conducted,  and 
appears  to  be  very  friendly  to  us. 
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All  the  confreres  whom  you  sent  from  France 
are  to  be  with  me.  Messrs.  Vernede  and  Walsh 
are  here  more  than  two  weeks  and  appear  to  be 
quite  contented  and  at  home.  Mr.  Gushing  went 
home  to  see  his  parents  and  has  not  yet  come 
nor  even  written  to  me.   I  find  his  conduct  very 
strange,  and  it  is  putting  us  to  much  trouble 
as  his  absence  prevents  me  from  organizing  the 
classes  properly.   I  have  been  expecting  him 
every  day  for  the  last  ten  days,  but  he  does  not 
come.  Please  tell  Father  Moloney  that  his  nephew 
is  ivith  me,  and  that  I  will  ansv/er  his  letter  in 
a  short  time.   Tell  Father  Monot  that  I  am  much 
obliged  for  the  copy  of  his  work.   But  "entre 
nous"  we  all  find  it  stran^-e  here  that  he  should 
have  given  himself  all  his  titles,  except  that 
of  Basilian. 

»7e  have  now  35  boarders  and  11  day-scholars. 
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which  I  find  to  be  pretty  fair  after  the  second 
week  in  this  country.  They  appear  to  be  a  nicer 
class  of  boys  than  those  of  last  year«  Messrs. 
Faure,  Aboulin,  McBrady  &  Quinlan  are  with  me 
again  this  year.  Father  Faure  is  not  very  strong 
but  he  works  very  faithfully  and  seems  to  be 
quite  contented.  The  others  are  well  and  doing 
vvell.   I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Vernede  was  not 
ordained  before  he  left  France,  but  I  suppose 
you  send  us  immediately  the  necessary  permission. 
I  have  spoken  to  the  Bishop,  and  he  will  ordain 
hira  as  soon  as  possible.   I  suppose  you  are 
hurrying  up  as  much  as  possible  the  young  man 
you  are  to  send  me  for  Music  and  Drawing.  Let 
hira  perfect  himself  this  year  and  next  year  he 
will  have  two  fine  classes  here.  I  wish  I  had 
good  teachers  for  these  branches  nov/.   I  regret 
very  much  to  hear  that  the  people  of  Trades  have 
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acted  so  ungratefully  towards  the  Comnunity  and 
Father  Raynaud •  It  must  be  a  great  source  of 
trouble  to  the  latter,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that 
his  days  should  be  in  any  way  enbittered.  Present 
to  him  ray  most  affectionate  regards.  Idr.  Vernede 
tells  rae  that  your  heaJ-th  has  not  been  very  good 
for  some  time.  I  am  sorry  that  such  is  the  case 
and  I  trust  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take 
in  telling  you  to  take  every  precaution  to 
preserve  your  health.  You  know  that  the  Canadian 
confreres  claim  you  as  their  ,ov/n,  and  would  con- 
sider anything  that  7/ould  befall  you  as  affecting 
tliemselves  personally.  My  own  health  has  been 
very  good  of  late.   It  appears  the  more  I  have 
to  do,  the  better  I  am.   But  you  must  be  tired 
of  my  long  letter,  so  I  will  conclude  by  sending 
you  ray  best  wishes  to  the  confreres  in  France, 
and  by  beseeching  pod  to  shower  his  choicest 
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blessings  on  yourself. 

Hoping  that  you  will  find  time  to  answer  me 
soon,  I  am  Very  Rev.  &  very  Deat  Superior 
Your  affectionate  &   obedient  child 
Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandwich,  Sept.  2l/l\» 
Very  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior, 

A  few  days  ago  I  learned  from  Mr.  Vernede 
that  he  had  brought  no  dimissorial  letters  with 
hira.   Before  I  was  aware  of  this  I  wrote  to  the 
Bishop  concerning  his  ordination,  and  His  Lord- 
ship ans7;ered  that  he  would  ordain  him  as  soon 
as  possible,  unless  the  late  rescript  from  Rome 
je  30  strict  as  to  leave  no  mode  of  escape,  and 
he  asks  a  few  days  to  consider  the  matter.   But 
nov/  of  course  he  cannot  be  ordained  until  you 
send  his  dimissorial  letters  from  France. 

I  suppose  you  will  soon  receive  from  Rome 
the  necessary  permission  for  these  ordinations, 
as  it  is  very  discouraging  to  our  young  men  to 
be  kept  waiting,  so  long,  seeing  that  their 
companions  who  go  on  the  missions  are  ordained 
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two  or  three  years  in  advance  of  them,  I  am  very 
anxious  that  Mr.  Vernede  would  be  ordained  as 
soon  as  possible  as  he  could  not  only  be  of  great 
use  to  us,  but  would  even  be  of  great  relief  to 
some  of  us.   I  hope  then  you  will  answer  my  letter 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  send  the  necessary  per- 
mission if  you  have  it,  if  not;  at  least  the  di- 
missorial  letters  as  I  am  sure  the  Bishop  will 
ordain  if  there  be  any  possibility  of  so  doing, 
^^nere  is  nothing  new  since  I  wrote  last.  Every- 
tning  goes  on  quietly  and  we  are  all,  thank  God, 
in  health.  Hoping  that  you  enjoy  the  sane 
blessing,  I  remain  Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior 
Yours  very  affectionately 
DEnis  O'Connor. 
P.O.  Gushing  cane  about  a  week  ago. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich,  Nov.  10th,  1871. 
Very  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior, 

I  send  you,  at  last,  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenses  of  this  College  up  to  the 
first  of  September  of  this  year.   I  have  delayed 
much  in  sending  it,  but  it  was  not  altogether 
ray  fault.  I  wished  also  to  include  in  it  a 
statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  new 
study  hall,  though  a  good  part  of  the  money  was 
paid  after  the  1st  of  Sept.  The  lumber -merchant 
did  not  furnish  me  with  quite  so  good  a  quality 
of  lumber  as  he  had  agreed,  and  I  did  not  7;ish 
to  pay  him  in  full  before  having  a  settlement 
v.'ith  him.   As  he  was  very  often  absent,  I  only 
obtained  this  settlement  very  lately.  Hence  my 
delay  in  sending  you  the  statement,  and  I  trust 
you  will  find  my  reason  sufficient. 

I  must  now  enter  into  an  explanation  of  some 
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items  of  the  statement,  that  you  may  understand 
it  the  better.  First  on  the  side  of  expenses. 
Under  the  head  of  **Groceries  &  Provisions"  are 
included  all  the  groceries  used,  as  well  as 
Flour,  ^ish,  Potatoes  and   other  vegetables  that 
I  was  obliged  to  buy,  and  also  all  the  '*Coal 
oil**  used  for  lighting  the  house.  Also  about 
ninety  ($90)  dollars  worth  of  table-ware  is  in- 
cluded in  the  same,  as  the  merchant  who  furn- 
ished the  groceries  furnished  also  the  dishes. 
I  think  I  told  you  before  that  there  was  nothing 
of  that  kind  here  when  I  came.  Under  the  head 
of  •*Furniture  and  Repairs**  you  will  find  a  pretty 
heavy  account,  but  you  will  find  how  necessary 
it  '.vas  when  I  tell  you  that  I  will  require  to 
spena  as  much  more  this  year,  and  also  the  next, 
before  the  College  and  surroundings  will  be  in 
decent  repair,  and  sufficiently  furnished.  You 
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will  also  find  that  my  expenses  for  the  "stable" 
are  great,  but  you  will  understand  them  when  I 
tell  you  I  have  had  to  buy  two  cows,  one  horse, 
all  the  harness,  a  buggy,  in  fact  everything 
that  was  required.  In  my  statement  I  do  not 
enter  into  any  detailed  account  of  the  expenses 
for  the  church,  as  I  suppose  you  will  not  require 
it,  as  the  church  furnished  money  for  its  own 
support.  The  expenses  under  the  head  of  Pastor's 
a/c  consist  chiefly  of  •*Intentions"  paid  to  our 
confreres  for  Masses  which  they  sung.   The 
Mason's  charges  for  work  on  the  "new  study  hall** 
are  small  for  the  reason  that  he  had  only  a 
chimney  to  build,  as  eill  the  rest  of  the  building 
is  of  wood. 

Now  we  come  to  the  "Receipts".  By  receipts 
from  students  I  mean  moneys  received  from  them 
for  all  purposes;  all  the  ordinary  College 
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expenses,  as  well  as  for  Music,  and  the  doctor's 
fees*  Immediately  under  the  same  receipts  I 
have  put  what  was  due  by  the  boys  up  to  the  1st 
of  September,  that  you  might  see  the  total 
revenues  from  this  source.  Most  of  what  was 
then  due  has  been  already  paid.  The  first  item 
of  "Sundries'*  receipts  is  cash  for  the  Pastoral 
retreat  which  took  place  in  the  College  during 
the  vacation.  The  second  is  cash  received  for 
some  animals  and  articles  of  which  I  had  no  need. 
The  third  is  "Interest**  paid  by  the  Bank  in 
which  I  place  any  money  which  I  do  not  require 
immediately.   The  rate  of  interest  is  5/i  payable 
monthly.   The  **Dis count'*  is  what  was  made  by 
changing  Canadian  bills  into  American  silver  in 
which  all  the  business  is  done  in  this  quarter. 
nie  "Deposits'*  is  money  left  in  my  hands  for 
safe-keeping,  payable  at  call.   The  Receipts  on 
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the  church  a/c  arise  from  the  pews  and  half 
the  perquisites;  on  the  Pastor's  a/c  the  dues 
and  half  the  perquisites;  on  the  Bishop's  a/c 
dispensations,  Propagation  of  the  Faith,  and 
also  two  hundred  ($20C)  dollars  paid  to  me  for 
him.   The  **Loans**  as  you  will  see  are  from  St. 
Ifichael's  College,  Toronto,  without  interest, 
and  Mr.  ^.  Janisse,  a  parishioner  at  6/^. 

At  last  we  come  to  "Debts"  of  the  present 
time;  first  of  course  stand  the  two  "Loans" 
above  mentioned.   Next  is  what  I  owe  the  Bishop 
on  his  own   a/c,  and  also  the  Cathedraticum  on 
the  church  a/c,  and  the  cathedraticum  on  the 
pastor's  a/c.   The  Bishop  has  been  kind  enough 
to  leave  all  this  money  in  my  hands  long  after 
the  usual  time  for  paying  it ,  so  that  I  might 
not  be  put  to  inconvenience  by  the  want  of  money. 
I  do  not  know  how  soon  he  may  call  for  it .  The 
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Balance  due  the  church  is  what  remains  after  all 
the  expenses  of  the  church  have  been  paid,  as 
well  as  the  cathedraticum  to  the  3ishop.  Last 
of  all  are  the  Deposits.   To  meet  these  debts 
there  is  the  cash  in  hand  and  what  is  due  by 
the  boys,  leaving  a  Balance  against  me  of  9583.93 
I  have  no  great  fears  but  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  pay  this  balance  this  year,  as  also  to  meet 
all  my  other  expenses.  You  must  now  be  tired  of 
this,  as  I  am;  but  I  hope  you  Y/ill  be  satisfied 
with  ray  accounts.   I  can  safely  say  in  my  favour, 
that  I  have  done  my  best,  and  have  managed  as 
economically  as  I  know  how. 

V/e  are  all  in  first  rate  health,  both  masters 
and  pupils,  and  things  are  going  pretty  well. 
V/e  have  40  boarders  and  10  day  pupils,  and  I 
expect  four  mor  boarders.  I  thought  last  year 
that  we  would  have  more  boys  this  year  than  we 
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have;  but  I  suppose  we  must  be  content  to  go 
slowly.   The  confreres  you  sent  from  France  are 
in  first  rate  health.  Mr.  Vernede  makes  a  very 
good  study  master.  He  is  sometimes  quite  home- 
sick.  I  wish  you  would  provide  for  his  ordin- 
ation as  soon  as  possible.  Ur.  Cushin  makes  a 
very  good  teacher,  and  Mr.  Walsh  a  very  bad  one. 
He  has  not  control  over  the  boys,  and  they  there- 
fore lose  their  time  and  create  much  disturbance. 
He  has  never  made  any  regular  classes,  so  he 
knows  nothing  about  teaching  one.  It  v/ould 
have  been  better  to  have  given  him  a  couple  of 
years  course  in  some  College  before  sending  him. 
I  am  afraid  that  I  will  be  obliged  to  try  and 
replace  him.   Father  Faure  seems  quite  contented 
this  year,  and  he  and  Father  Aboulin  are  doing 
very  7/ell  in  the  Parish.   I  had  a  letter  lately 
from  Fcither  Vincent  in  which  he  states  that  His 
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Grace  is  again  in  good  humour,  and  easily  accords 
"Exeats"  to  the  young  men  who  require  them.   I 
suppose  it  will  not  be  very  long  until  something 
will  turn  up  to  make  us  appear  like  something 
to  be  got  rid  of.   Our  Bishop  seems  to  be  always 
very  well  disposed  towards  us.   God  grant  that 
it  may  continue.   I  believe  that  in  Toronto  they 
have  begun  the  foundations  of  the  new  wing.   I 
think  they  are  making  a  very  serious  mista.ke  in 
placing  the  public  hall  at  the  top  of  the  build- 
ing.  I  gave  my  reasons  to  Llr.  Vincent  but  he 
ha.s  not  found  them  good,  so  I  suppose  he  finds 
it  better  to  follov/  his  plan.   They  have  a  good 
attendance  of  students  at  the  College.  Louis- 
ville is  grov/ing  constantly  worse,  so  I  suppose 
our  confreres  will  leave  after  this  year.   I 
have  lately  heard  on  several  occasions  that  the 
3ishou  of  Detroit  7/ishes  to  establish  an  Externat 
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in  the  city,  but  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  he  can 
find  nobody  to  take  it,  though  he  offers  very 
good  chances.   If  one  were  established  it  would 
interfere  some  with  us,  but  I  think  not  so  much 
as  might  be  supposed.   It  is  now  a  long  time 
since  I  heard  from  you.  I  would  be  much  pleased 
if  you  could  find  time  to  write  soon.  All  the 
confreres  wish  to  be  remembered  to  you  particu- 
larly. Remember  me  kindly  to  the  confreres  and 
to  Mr.  Raynaud.  Hoping  that  you  constantly 
enjoy  good  health,  and  that  everything  is  going 
to  your  satisfaction. 

I  remain.  Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

Your  affectionate  son, 

Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich,  Jan.  22nd,  1872. 
Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

Your  letter  was  received  some  days  ago,  and 
we  were  all  very  much  pleased  to  learn  that  you 
were  all  so  well,  and  that  the  Community  was  so 
prosperous.  For  my  part,  I  was  particularly 
gratified  to  know  that  you  are  so  content  with 
my  management  of  things  in  this  place.   I  hope 
I  may  always  be  able  to  give  you  the  same  satis- 
faction. No  one  here  was  very  sorry  to  hear 
that  you  are  to  leave  Privas.  We  regret,  of 
course,  that  it  should  be  under  such  circumstances 
but  we  believe  that  more  good  can  be  done  else- 
where by   the  same  number  of  men.   I  was  a  little 
surprised  that  you  should  sy  you  were  not  sur- 
prised that  Mr.  Walsh  should  give  so  little 
satisfaction.   It  seems  a  little  singular,  that, 
knowing  this,  you  should  have  sent  him  here. 
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where  we  have  to  make  a  good  name  for  ourselves 
under  the  very  greatest  difficulties.  I  have 
found  Mr.  Walsh  utterly  incapable  in  the  manage- 
ment of  boys.   He  did  not  know  anything  about 
teaching,  as  he  never  made  any  regular  classes; 
and  could  keep  no  order  at  all.  Kis  boys  did 
just  what  they  pleased,  and  consequently  lost 
their  time.  After  giving  him  about  two  months* 
trial,  I  was  obliged  to  remove  him  from  his 
class,  and  he  is  at  present  in  Louisville  as 
infirmarian.  He  and  another,  an  auxiliary  sent 
us  by  the  Bishop,  have  done  us  a  great  deal  of 
harm  this  year.  The  disorder  which  they  allovred, 
spread  to  the  other  boys,  who  gave  very  much 
trouble  to  the  masters.   Things  are  not  yet 
nearly  so  orderly  as  I  would  like,  though  I 
expelled  two  boys,  that  I  might  bring  the  others 
to  a  3  ense  of  their  duty.   I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
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give  you  such  a  report.  It  is  only  right  to 
say  that  the  American  boys,  of  whom  there  are 
a  good  many,  are  pretty  hard  to  manage.   But 
still  if  these  masters  had  been  exact  to  enforce 
the  rule  we  would  not  have  had  near  so  much 
trouble. 

At  present  we  have  42  boarders  of  whom  two 
are  theologians.   You  will  see  by  this  that  we 
have  not  as  many  as  I  anticipated  in  the  last 
letter  I  wrote  to  you.  I  attribute  this  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  condition  in  which  the 
House  and  the  surroundings  are.   They  appear 
very  dilapidated,  and  have  not  much  the  air  of 
comfort,  after  which  the  Americans  seek  so  much. 
It  would  be  v/ell  to  improve  if  we  could,  but 
there  is  no  encouragement  to  make  expenses  un- 
less we  have  a  larger  number  of  boys  to  oe   able 
to  pay  these  expenses.   I  suppose  v/e  must  only 
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take  patience. 

The  health  in  the  College  has  been  excellent 
this  year.  I  have  not  yet  been  obliged  to  make 
use  of  the  infirmary.   Just  now  some  of  the  boys 
have  colds,  but  nothing  of  any  account.  In  the 
Parish  there  are  pretty  many  cases  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  some  smallpox.  But  I  trust  we  shall 
not  be  visited  by  them  here.  Father  Faure  has 
not  been  very  well  since  Christmas.  His  old 
complaint,  the  Gravel,  troubles  him.   But  he  is 
not  30  bad  as  to  be  unable  to  attend  to  his 
v/ork.   i^ll  the  other  confreres  are  very  well. 
I  do  not  notice  that  Ur.  Vernede  is  too  familiar 
with  any  of  the  boys,  though  I  find  him  some 
times  too  •^coulant'*.  He  is  sometimes  very  lone- 
some, and  I  think  his  not  getting  orders  has  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  it.  7/e  have  had  an  exceed- 
ingly mild  winter  so  far,  except  a  few  days 
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around  Christmas ;  but  even  then  it  was  not  near 
so  cold  as  other  years.   I  trust  that  v/e  will 
not  have  to  pay  up  for  it  during  April  and  May. 

Speaking  of  winter,  reminds  me  of  a  matter 
on  which  I  want  your  advice,  and  permission  if 
you  think  it  well  to  give  it.   I  find  thcxt  wood 
is  becoming  constantly  dearer,   '-i^is  year  I  pay 
50  c  per  cord  more  than  last  year.   Now  as  we 
use  about  100  cords  per  year  it  is  worth  while 
to  adopt  some  plan  whereby  v;e  can  have  wood 
cheaper.   Here  is  v/hat  I  propose.   At  6  or  7 
miles  from  here  I  can  buy  wood-land  at  from  .;16 
to  v20  per  acre.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
buy  50  or  100  acres  of  good  land;  then  v/e  will 
huve  only  to  pay  for  the  chopping  of  the  wood, 
as  I  have  my  own  horses  to  draw  it,  and  when 
"che  wood  is  chopped  the  land  will  sell  for  more 
than  we  will  pay  for  it  now.  I  am  sure  it  would 
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be  a  good  speculation  to  buy  up  a  good  deal  of 
wood -land  now,  for  in  a  few  years  wood  will  be 
very  dear.   To  give  you  an  instance;  only  a 
few  months  ago  my  father  sold  the  \70od  off  40 
acres  of  land  for  ^3160. 00  Those  who  bought 
it  will  take  off  the  v/ood  at  their  ov;n  expense 
and  then  ray  father  has  the  land  still.   But  you 
will  ask  rae  how  I  v/ill  pay  for  this  land.   I 
think  that  at  the  end  of  this  scholastic  year, 
I  will  have  enough  money  in  hand  to  pay  for  50 
acres.   But  of  course  if  I  buy  the  land  I  will 
be  obliged  to  neglect  other  things  as  necessary 
as  wood.   Still  I  think  that  if  you  grant  me 
permission  I  will  buy  the  land.  IVhen  I  was 
builiing  the  new  study-hall  you  offered  to 
advance  me  some  money.   If  you  could  do  so  now, 
it  v/ould  come  a  propos.   If  you  wish  to  invest 
money,  I  know  of  no  better  investment.  Fathers 
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Vincent  and  Ferguson  are  of  my  opinion.   I  hope 
then  that  you  will  write  to  me  irainediately,  and 
let  me  know  what  I  am  to  do,  and  also  v/hat  you 
will  do  for  rae. 

'fhe  Bishop  came  here  on  Friday  last.  He  was 
very  gls-i^  "to  have  news  of  you,  and  he  charged 
rae  to  assure  you  of  his  affection. and  esteem 
for  you.   He  is  alv/ays  very  kind  to  us,  and 
appears  to  be  very  well  disposed  to  us;  though 
I  must  say  that  we  have  not  so  many  students 
from  the  Diocese  as  I  think  v/e  might  have.   I 
do  not  know  if  the  fault  be  the  Bishop's.   His 
Lordship  appears  to  be  very  well  pleased  with 
the  manner  in  which  both  the  College  and  the 
Parish  are  administered.   No  Bishop  has  been 
appointed  as  yet  for  Cleveland,  but  the  Bishop 
has  told  me  that  a  certain  Father  Doherty  of 
Baltimore  is  to  be  appointed  soon.  Perhaps  then 
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things  in  Louisville  will  take  a  turn  for  the 
better;  or  at  least  something  definite  will  be 
known.  I  believe  that  the  College  is  doing  a 
little  better.  There  are  now  32  boarders.  In 
■Toronto  everything  is  going  well  except  with 
the  Bishop  who  is  always  of  the  same  disposition. 
That  will  have  an  end  like  everything  else,  but 
it  requires  much  patience. 

I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  Pere  Raynaud  al- 
ways thinks  so  kindly  of  me.   Tell  him  that  I 
would  write  to  him,  were  it  not  that  I  have  no 
news  to  give  him  besides  those  I  give  you.   Give 
him  my  besx  wishes  for  his  v/elfare,  as  also  to 
the  other  confreres  of  my  acquaintance.  I  am 
delighted  to  hear  that  Father  Malbos'  College 
is  prospering.  Father  Rauc  made  an  unlucky 
change.  All  the  confreres  here  are  anxious  to 
know  how  Fr.  Moloney's  mission  will  succeed. 
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Please  let  us  know  something  about  it  v/hen  you 
write.  >^11  the  confreres  of  this  house  send 
you  their  best  wishes  for  the  ner  year.   For  my 
ov;n  part  I  pray  that  God  may  shower  on  you  His 
choicest  blessings,  and  preserve  you  long  to  us. 

Father  Tincent  has  sent  us  your  circular. 

I  remain,  Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

Your  devoted  onfrere  &  child 
Denis  O'Connor. 
P.S.  Please  write  imn-.ediately  and  tell  me  what 
to  do  about  the  v/ood. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandv/ich,  May  7th,  1872. 
Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

Your  two  letters  have  been  received  and  I  am 
not  surprised  that  you  should  find  that  I  have 
been  long  in  aswering  the  first.  But  it  is  not 
altogether  my  fault •  Idid  not  wish  to  buy  any 
land  v.dthout  seeing  it  first,  Eind  the  winter 
has  been  so  long  and  severe,  that  I  could  not 
do  so  conveniently  till  last  v/eek.  I  have  now 
decided  to  buy  a  farm  of  108  acres  which  has 
been  offered  to  me  for  one  thousand  ($1000) 
dollars.   None  of  it  is  cleared  and  the  wood 
upon  it  is  very  heavy  and  v/ill  average  50  cords 
tc  the  acre,  and  besides  I  will  be  able  to  sell 
a  good  deal  of  the  heaviest  to  make  lumber. 
The  v/ood  is  not  of  the  best  kind,  but  is  like 
all  the  wood  in  these  parts.   It  is  my  convic- 
tion that  I  have  made  a  good  bargain.   The  land 


FATHER  O'CONITORi  MAY  7,  1872 92 

is  between  five  and  six  miles  from  the  College. 
It  is  my  intention  to  pay  cash  for  it,  and  I 
have  money  enough  in  the  Bank  to  do  so  irau.edi- 
ately.   Perhaps  you  will  conclude  from  this  that 
I  do  not  want  any  from  you.  I  think  I  can  do 
without  it  if  it  puts  you  to  any  inconvenience 
to  sena  it,  but  still  I  wish  you  could  send  me 
some.   About  half  of  the  money  that  I  have  in 
the  Bank  at  present  belongs  to  the  church,  though 
of  course  I  may  use  it.   It  will  take  a  good 
deal  01  the  other  half  to  pay  masters  and  serv- 
ants, and  besides  I  must  do  a  great  deal  of 
fencing  this  year,  and  I  expect  to  make  a  good 
many  necessary  reparations  in  the  College, 
■without  your  money  I  will  be  very  much  cranked, 
so  I  Y/ould  like  you  to  send  it.  I  would  not  be 
CO  much  in  need  of  it,  were  it  not  that  lor. 
Yinceiit  sent  for  the  money  he  lent  me,  v/hen  I 
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came  here  first,  and  I  have  paid  him.  I  would 
like  you  to  send  me  at  least  6C00  francs  as 
here  the  franc  is  only  worth  18  l/3  cents.  I 
shall  endeavour  to  pay  you  the  interest  regularly 
though  I  do  not  find  that  Annonay  acts  as  gen- 
erously to  this  College  as  it  did  to  St. 
Michael's.  Yet  I  shall  be  very  thankful  for  the 
loan.   Next  year  I  shall  be  obliged  to  put  a 
tov;er  and  spire  on  our  church  and  to  build  a 
sanctuary,  as  well  as  make  other  reparations 
whicli  I  expect  to  cost  altogether  $10,000,  that 
is  to  do  them  well.   I  would  have  done  something 
this  year,  but  there  v/ere  so  many  fires  last 
sujjimer  all  over  the  country,  that  building 
maxerials  and  labour  are  nov/  at  a  very  high 
figure,  and  I  thought  it  better  to  wait  another 
year.   The  revenues  of  the  church  are  such  that 
I  am  sure  to  be  able  to  pay  all  the  debt  in  from 
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seven  to  ten  years.  I  have  been  thinking  lately 
that  you  would  do  well  to  send  some  of  your 
funds  to  this  country  for  investment.  If  we  may 
believe  the  daily  reports  things  are  in  a  very 
unsettled  condition  in  France,  and  likely  to 
become  more  so.  For  this  reason  I  think  you 
would  do  well  to  send  some  of  your  funds  out 
of  that  country.   If  you  would  lend  ajiy  for  the 
purpose  above-mentioned  I  would  see  that  your 
loan  would  be  properly  secured  and  your  interest 
paid  regularly.  Let  me  know  in  your  next  letter 
what  your  think  of  it.   If  you  could  lend  me  some, 
it  would  save  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble  looking 
for  it  elsewhere.   I  am  very  glad  that  you  have 
at  length  send  Mr.  Yernede's  papsers,  as  the 
other  priests  have  almost  too  much  to  do,  and 
he  will  be  a  great  help  to  us.   I  will  have  him 
oraained  at  the  end  of  this  month  v/hen  the  Bishop 
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is  to  come  here  to  ordain  some  of  his  own  sub- 
jects and  to  give  a  retreat  to  our  boys.  Mr. 
Vernede  has  not  been  well  for  about  a  month. 
He  has  suffered  from  inflammatory  rheumatism. 
He  is  novf   able  to  be  around  again,  though  he 
is  not  yet  perfectly  well.  As  soon  as  the 
baths  of  the  Sulphur  Springs,  here  in  town, 
v;ill  be  opened,  I  shall  send  him  there  I  am 
sure  they  v/ill  do  him  good.  Father  Faure  also 
is  noz   well.   Immediately  after  Easter  he  caught 
the  smallpox  attending  a  patient  in  a  neighbour- 
ing parish.  He  had  it  under  a  very  mild  form, 
but  \7as  obliged  to  keep  his  room  for  three 
weeks.  He  is  now  at  work  again,  but  his  old 
complaint,  the  gravel,  troubles  him  very  much. 
I  fear  he  will  never  be  very  strong,  and  for 
that  reason  I  am  anxious  to  have  llr.  Vernede 
ordained.   The  rest  of  us  are  very  well,  though 
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some  of  the  boys  are  at  present  suffering  from 
the  muiaps.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  sick- 
ness in  the  parish  this  year.  You  may  judge 
how  much  there  was,  when  I  tell  you  that  v;e  have 
had  a  funeral  every  third  day,  on  an  average 
since  New  Years.   Small  Pox  is  pretty  prevalent 
in  these  parts,  but,  thank  Providence,  there  is 
very  little  of  it  in  our  parish.  It  is  very 
virulei^  this  year,  and  has  proved  fatal  in 
most  cases.   I  fear  very  much  that  we  will  have 
a  sickly  summer.   The  winter  has  been  much  longer 
and  more  severe  than  usual.   In  fact  v/e  can 
sct^rcely  say  that  we  are  yet  in  Spring.  I  expect 
v.-e  shall  enter  immediately  in  sumLier,  and,  of 
course,  this  sudden  transition  will  produce 
sickness. 

At  the  beginning  of  last  week  five  of  our 
confreres  of  Toronto  were  ordained  priests  and 
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one  subdeacon.   The  ceremony  was  performed  by- 
Bishop  V/alsh  in  London.  His  Grace  of  Toronto 
could  not  in  conscience  ordain  our  young  men. 
V7ell,  I  suppose  v/e  may  say  that  some  people 
have  queer  consciences.  You  do  not  kno\7  some 
whom  Kis  Grace  has  ordained;  if  you  did  yoiL 
v/ould  be  surprised  that  he  should  be  so  scrup- 
ulous about  our  confreres.   I  would  not  like 
to  v.  rite  all  I  think  on  this  matter,  as  I  am 
afraid  you  would. scold  me  in  your  next  letter. 
Our  Bishop  does  not  treat  us  in  this  way;  he 
always  manifest  the  greatest  friendship,  and 
is  alv/ays  ready  to  do  anything  which  will  please 
or  benefit  us.  I  suppose,  however,  that  our 
time  of  trial  must  come. 

I  was  thinking  much  about  you  yesterday.  It 
recalled  to  my  mind  many  pleasant  days  v;e  spent 
in  Toronto  on  St.  John's  day.   I  do  not  suppose 
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we  shall  ever  spend  another  of  your  feast  days 
together,  though  I  should  very  much  desire  it. 
^et,  v/henever  the  day  will  come  round,  and  I 
hope  you  may  spend  many  of  them,  it  shall  bring 
back  pleasures  of  by-gone  days.   Such  of  us  as 
had  the  pleasure  of  spending  the  day  with  you 
formerly,  will  not  fail  to  implore  Almighty  God 
to  pour  out  upon  you  his  choicest  blessings. 

In  your  letter  you  say  that  it  is  probable 
that  you  will  take  another  Collage  this  year. 
I  hope  you  wilL  excuse  me  if  I  say,  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  most  of  the  confreres  here,  that 
the  Community  takes  too  many  Colleges  and  does 
not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  the  mental 
formation  of  its  members.  Is  it  not  now  time 
to  put  the  scholasticate  on  a  good  footing?  so 
that  the  members  may  receive  a  thorough  training 
before  taking  on  themselves  the  training  of 
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others.  All  over  the  world  the  ablesi.  men  are 
engEtged  in  teaching,  and  unless  we  prepare  our 
men  to  cope  properly  with  others  v/e  must  very 
soon  go  to  the  wall.  Here  in  -'^lerica  we   feel 
tills  very  much.  We  all  do  the  best  we  can,  but 
we  cannot  be  said  to  be  learned  or  educated 
men.  For  this  reason  we  tliink  more  ought  to  be 
made  of  the  Scholasticate  at  home. 

Tell  good  Father  Raynaud  that  I  am  delighted 
at  his  kind  souvenir  of  me,  and  that  I  always 
cherish  for  him  the  strongest  feelings  of  affec- 
tion and  gratitude.   If  I  do  not  write  to  him 
it  is  because  I  generally  give  you  all  the  news 
worth  telling,  and  I  know  you  communicate  it  to 
him.  To  all  the  confreres  also,  give  my  most 
affectionate  regards.   The  priests  and  confreres 
here  wish  you  many  happy  returns  of  your  Feast 
and  beg  me  to  assure  you  of  their  love  and  esteem, 
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I  hope  an  ansv/er  to  this  letter  will  be  sent 
as  early  as  possible. 

Good  bye,  Rev.  Dear  Superior  and  believe  me 
ever 

Your  affectionate  and  devoted  child 
Denis  O'Connor. 
P.S,  I  suppose  Ft.  Hours  has  inforned  you  that 
the  nev/  Bp.  of  Cleveland  has  been  consecrated. 
I  believe  Fr.  Vincent  is  going  there  soon,  to 
try  to  make  some  arrangement  about  the  College. 
I  hope  he  will  not  be  so  soft  as  he  was  last 
tine.  D.O'C. 

K.B.  V/e  have  al7.^ys  to  pay  over  again  for  your 
letters,  though  you  prepay  them.   You  will  do 
well  to  see  if  the  tariff  on  letters  is  not 
changed. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandwich,  Jan.  13/*73» 
Very  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior, 

I  received  your  letter  already  some  tine 
aofl,  and  I  should  not  have  delayed  so  long  in 
ansT/ering  it,  particularly  as  I  should  have 
wished  you  the  **3onne  Annee"  before  now.  I  am 
pleased  that  you  should  have  found  my  accounts 
satisfactory,  as  nothing  can  please  me  more  than 
to  have  your  approval  for  my  administration. 

You  must  certainly  have  misunderstood  my 
letter,  as  you  seemed  to  convey  by  your  letter 
that  I  v/ished  to  run  into  debt  to  the  extent 
of  480 » 000  or  thereabouts.  Now  nothing  was 
far-.her  from  my  intention.  My  desire  v/ould  be 
to  build  a  College  at  an  expense  of  say  ^20,000 
or  ^30,000  for  the  present,  and  after\/ards  to 
add  to  it  if  we  found  it  necessary.  Kowever  I 
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will  aay  nothing  more  about  it  for  the  present 
as  it  does  not  meet  with  your  approval;  though 
you  may  judge  from  the  two  statements  of  accounts 
I  have  made  you,  of  the  great  expense  of  putting 
&  keeping  the  present  building  in  repair.  And 
if  I  mistake  not  next  year's  expenses  for  this 
purpose  will  be  greater  than  any  year  yet.  And 
notwithstanding,  this,  our  College  will  still 
rank  amongst  the  lowest  class  of  College. 

Things  are  progressing  about  as  usual  here. 
The  number  of  our  pupils  has  not  increased  much. 
VJ"e  have  lost  a  great  many  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year.   The  boys  here  are  very  independent 
eaid   my  Masters  being  all  young,  are  somewhat  too 
hasty  and  sometimes  permit  themselves  to  strike 
the  boys  who  are  sure  that  their  parents  will 
take  their  part.  This  has  given  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  and  though  I  have  frequently 
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reminded  the  Masters  of  the  rule  v/hich  forbids 
striking,  it  has  been  so  far  without  effect. 
Perhaps  a  word  from  you  would  produce  some  good. 
Though  the  health  of  the  boys  has  been  usually 
good,  yet  two  of  them  have  died  during  the 
last  quarter,  both  of  Typhoid  Fever,  one  here, 
the  other  at  home  during  the  Christmas  Holidays. 
The  Masters  are  all  well  except  Fr.  Faure  who 
always  suffers  more  or  less  from  stricture  in 
the  urinal  organs.  I  do  not  think  he  will  ever 
get  well.   The  Bishop  and  Fr.  Bruyere  are  alv.'ays 
v/ell  and  always  well  disposed  towards  us.   This 
leads  me  to  speak  of  affairs  in  Toronto,  which 
as  you  know  are  far  from  being  in  a  satisfactory 
state.   The  removal  of  Father  Ferguson  has  not 
pacified  His  Grace.  He  now  wishes  to  get  rid 
of  Father  Vincent.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
have  endured  these  annoyances  long  enough.  The 
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time  of  passive  patience  is  passed,  and  now  it 
is  time  to  defend  ourselves.  My  honest  con- 
viction is  that  you  should  appeal  to  Rome*  It 
is  useless  for  me  to  enter  into  detadls.   You 
know  the  whole  history.  I  am  only  sorry  that 
I  cannot  express  to  you  as  strongly  as  I  feel 
it,  that  there  is  no  other  course  open  to  us 
than  to  defend  ourselves.  I  have  heard  that 
in  your  last  letter  to  Fr.  Vincent  you  seemed 
to  convey  an  intention  of  leaving  Toronto  al- 
together. Now  I  hope  that  you  will  not  be 
displeased  if  I  tell  you  plainly  that  I  would 
consider  such  a  step  as  the  height  of  folly. 
It  Y/Guld  destroy  our  prospects  in  this  country, 
it  would  take  from  us  our  only  foothold,  and 
besides  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  us  who  have 
joined  the  Community  here  expecting  to  have  a 
house  in  Toronto.  When  we  joined  the  Community 
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we  expected  protection  and  not .a  protection  of 
the  kind  you  seem  to  offer.  Bishop  Lynch  will 
not  last  always,  and  have  we   not  recourse  to 
Rome?  I  hope  you  will  see  the  necessity  of 
such  an  appeal  and  that  soon,  as  we  have  suffered 
enough.  To  come  to  more  agreeable  topics,  all 
the  confrers  unite  with  me  in  wishing  you  a 
thrice  happy  New  Year  with  the  prayer  that  it 
may  be  the  forerunner  of  many  others • 
I  remain,  Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior 

Yours  most  affectionately 
Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Very  Rev.  J.M.  Soulerin, 

Superior  -  College  d*Anncnay« 

Assumption  College,  Canada,  Sandwich,  Oct  16/73. 

Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior: 

It  is  a  very  long  time  since  I  have  heard 
from  you  and  a  very  long  time  since  I  have 
written  to  you.  I  would  have  written  to  you 
before,  had  I  anything  very  special  to  tell  you. 
But  now  that  we  have  commenced  another  schol- 
astic year,  I  am  sure  that  you  are  anxious  to 
know  hov/  we  are  doing.  We  are  doing  very  well. 
Vi'e  have  now  66  boarders  and  10  externs.  V/e 
closed  last  year  with  47  boarders,  so  you  may 
see  that  we  have  had  a  considerable  increase. 
Many  of  our  boys  are  here  for  the  first  time, 
but  on  the  whole  I  find  them  to  be  a  good  class 
of  boys.  Like  last  year,  most  of  them  are  in 
the  cominerical  course,  two  out  of  three.   This 
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increase  in  our  numbers  has  put  us  to  no  little 
inconvenience.   I  told  you  before  that  our 
College  is  not  large  and  is  badly  laid  out. 
The  consequence  is  that  we  have  been  obliged  to 
send  the  boys  to  Mass  in  two  divisions,  as  the 
chapel  is  too  small  for  all.  ¥e  were  also 
obliged  to  give  them  all  the  dining  room  to 
themselves  and  to  take  a  classroom  as  a  dining 
room  for  the  Masters,  '^ome  of  the  Masters 
also  are  obliged  to  teach  class  in  their  own 
rooms.  »^ome  of  these  arrangements  have  incon- 
veniences and  will  scarcely  meet  with  your 
a^.proval;  out  I  assure  you  that  they  are  un- 
avoidable. You  will  naturally  ask  how  many  more 
boarders  I  will  take.  T/ith  the  present  arrange- 
ments v/e  can  accommodate  75,  though  they  v/ould 
be  somev/hat  crowded.   I  would  not  be  surprised 
if  we  reached  that  figure  this  year,  though  it 
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is  quite  possible  that  we  v/ill  not.  But  should 
we  do  so  what  will  we  do  for  next  year.  Here 
is  what  I  would  propose;  to  leave  things  as 
they  are  for  another  year  until  our  success 
will  be  assured  and  then  to  build  a  new  College 
altogether.   I  know  you  will  not  approve  of 
this.   But  I  simply  express  the  opinion  of  all 
who  see  the  present  building.   Nothing  good 
can  be  made  out  of  it.  V/e  have  lost  many  pupils 
on  account  of  the  miserable  appearance  of  the 
present  building.  I  am  convinced  that  we  could 
easily  have  150  boarders  if  we  had  a  respectable 
building.  You  know  as  well  as  I  do  how  much 
importance  the  American  people  attach  to  the 
building.   I  am  also  convinced  thattiiis  is  a 
better  position  for  a  College  than  '-'■oronto.  All 
our  boys  here  are  from  the  neighbourhood  and 
from  Detroit;  whereas  in  "^oronto  many  of  their 
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boys  come  from  a  distance.  Here  we  could  have 
both  with  a  good  building.   Besides  Catholics 
are  much  more  numerous  in  these  parts  than 
around  Toronto.  There  are  14,000  in  this 
County  alone.  Whenyou  write  let  me  know  vzhat 
you  think  on  this  matter.   You  may  ask,  did  we 
gain  much  by  closing  Louisville.  We  have  just 
three  boys  who  were  there  last  year. 

You  are  aware  long  since  that  the  Noviciate 
is  r.ow  in  Sandwich.   Hie  Bishop  v/as  kind  enough 
to  allow  us  his  residence  for  that  purpose. 
Father  Hours  is  Master  and  has  four  novices.  I 
believe  it  is  doing  well.  Father  Vincent  would 
not  allow  me  anything  for  the  extra  expenses  I 
had  to  incur  for  this  purpose;  and  they  are 
considerable.  He  also  condemned  me  to  pay  the 
debts  of  Father  Hours  at  Louisville.  I  have 
already  paid  .^450  and  probably  I  will  have  to 
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pay  as  much  more.  It  is  true  I  have  nearly  the 
value  of  my  money  in  furniture,  but  the  most  of 
it  is  furniture  I  did  not  much  need. 

I  suppose  you  know  that  Father  Vincent  has 
not  paid  me  the  interest  he  07/es  me.  He  simply 
paid  me  the  money  you  lent  me  to  buy  woodland 
with.  I  therefore  only  owe  you  this  money  with 
its  interest.   But  I  hope  you  will  give  the 
interest,  and  perhaps  the  principeJ.  for  the 
Noviciate,  as  Father  Vincent  will  give  me  nothing. 

I  should  have  sent  you  my  annual  "compte  rendu" 
before  this  time;  but  the  truth  is,  I  have  not 
had  time  to  make  it  out.   I  shall  send  it  in  a 
couple  of  weeks. 

Father  Ferguson  is  here  this  year;  you  may 
be  sure  I  am  very  glad  to  have  him.   I  have  also 
Messrs.  Vernede,  Grand  &  Mc Brady.   Fathers  Faure 
and  Aooulin  are  alv/ays  in  charge  of  the  Church. 
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The  former  is  never  very  well  and  will  probably 
be  never  so.  All  the  others,  Masters,  Novices 
and  pupils  are  in  good  health. 

Father  Vincent  will  have  written  to  you  that 
the  Bp«  of  Hamilton  is  dead.  He  was  buried  on 
last  Tuesday.  This  is  a  very  great  loss  for 
us  as  he  v/as  one  of  our  v/armest  friends.   The 
priests  of  the  Diocese  petitioned  to  have  Father 
Heenan  appointed  as  successor.   I  sincerely  hope 
he  may,  as  he  is  a  most  worthy  man,  and  is  very 
fond  of  our  Community.   You  may  chide  me  for  not 
being  more  confident  in  God;  but  it  is  well  to 
have  God's  friends  on  our  side  also.  Bishop 
V/alsh  is  always  kind  and  firendly  to  us.   '■'•his 
is  quite  a  comfort  to  us. 

The  Archbishop  is  always  the  same.  He  gives 
the  Community  at  Toronto  no  peace.  He  is  to 
start  for  Rome  in  a  few  days,  and  it  is  very 
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probable  that  he  will  enter  serious  complaints 
against  the  CoDimunity.  Here  we  would  be  all 
glad,  did  he  do  so.   """hings  are  in  a  bad  condi- 
tion.  J-liere  is  no  charity  on  either  side,  and 
most  of  the  young  men  know  all  about  this  miser- 
able business.  They   talk  and  criticize  and  the 
consequence  is  that  they  come  to   disrespect 
authority.  The  whole  business  is  producing  so 
bad  an  effect  that  I  think  it  is  high  time  that 
you  would  have  the  matter  settled  one  way  or 
the  other.  You  may  think  that  a  little  annoyance 
does  no  harm,  but  in  this  case  the  annoyance  is 
so  long  that  it  is  producing  the  worst  effect 
in  the  Community.  We  all  hope  you  will  take  some 
action  in  the  matter,  and  we  all  think  there  is 
no  way  of  settling  it  except  by  going  to  Rome. 
All  other  kinds  of  settlement  have  been  tried, 
and  all  without  effect. 
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Since  I  commenced  to  write  my  letter  we  have 
received  three  boarders  more.   If  this  keeps  on 
we  will  soon  have  to  refuse  any  more.  Please  do 
not  forget  to  tell  me  what  you  will  advise  us  to 
do  about  this  building.  I  have  heard  nothing 
new  concerning  Chatham.   I  think  the  Bishop  is 
always  of  the  same  mind.   As  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  find  out  the  Catholic  populatio  of 
Chatham  is  about  3500.   Give  my  best  wishes  to 
all  the  confreres  of  my  acquaintance  and  do  not 
forget  the  good  Pere  Raynaud  for  whom  I  always 
preserve  the  warmest  feelings  of  love  and  gratitude. 

I  and  all  my  confreres,  Y.  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 
wish  you  health  and  strength  and  every  other 
blessing.   I  remain.  Dear  Superior 

Yours  most  affectionately 
Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College 
Sandwich,  Nov.  12/* 73. 
Very  Rev.  J.M.  Soulerin  Supr. 

College  d'Annonay. 
Very  Rev.  &   Dear  Superior, 

I  send  you  at  last  a  statement  of  accounts 
for  the  scholastic  year  of  1872-73.   I  should 
have  sent  it  long  since  but  I  have  been  so  very 
busy  I  could  not  possibly  do  so. 

1  hope  you  will  find  my  accounts  satis- 
factory. You  will  see  that  I  am  not  laying  by 
much  money  but  this  is  due  to  the  very  bad 
state  of  repair  in  which  we  found  the  College 
and  everything  around  it.   •'■his  you.'can-  see  from 
the  large  sum  spent  for  furniture  and  repairs. 
Yet  I  can  assure  you  I  made  no  unnecessary 
expense.  The  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
our  boys  this  year,  and  the  Novitiate  will  cause 
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heavy  expenses  for  this  year,  so  that  I  have 
fears  to  find  myself  much  in  debt  at  the  end 
of  the  present  scholastic  year. 

You  will  see  that  I  ov/e  a  good  deal  and  am 
owed  a  good  deal,   I  hope  to  receive  all  that 
is  due  to  me,  or  at  least  nearly  all.   I  put 
the  money  loaned  me  by  Annonay  amongst  the 
receipts  as  it  was  during  this  last  year  I 
received  it  from  Father  Vincent.  Our  share  in 
the  church  receipts  is  larger  than  usual,  owing 
to  the  perquisites  having  been  more  than  other 
years.   You  will  also  find  that  the  share  of 
the  church  is  unusually  high.   About  $2000  of 
it  is  from  extraordinary  sources  such  as  Bazaar, 
Picnic,  and  loans.   I  do  not  know  if  anything 
else  requires  explanation.  I  will  willingly 
give  you  any  furhter  information.  I  have 
nothing  new  to  tell  you  since  my  last  letter. 
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We  have  no^  seventy-one  boarders  and  expect 
more,  though  we  cannot  accommodate  many  more. 
This  will  show  you  the  necessity  of  ansr/ering 
my  last  letter  on  this  point. 

All,  boys  and  Masters  and  Novices  enjoy  the 
best  of  heeilth,  and  I  am  generally  well  pleased 
with  all.   If  the  year  will  go  on  as  it  has 
corameiiced  we  will  have  every  reason  to  bless  (kid, 

The  Bishop  will  be  here  on  next  Sunday  on 
which  day  Messrs  McBrady  and  Grand  will  be  pro- 
Liotea  to  subdeaconship.   I  hope  to  have  them 
ordained  priests  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
Our  Novitiate  has  dimished  by  one,  Mr.  Gorman. 
I  suppose  Father  Vincent  told  you  the  reason. 
He  is  now  teaching  here.  He  is  doing  well  as 
a  teacher.   The  other  Novices  are  doing  well, 
and  Father  Hours  does  his  work  very  well. 

I  suppose  you  have  received  Father  Ferguson's 
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documents  before  this.   I  have  no  doubt  you 
find  them  long  as  some  of  us  did;  but  what  is 
worse,  you  found  them  far  from  edifying.  We 
all  hope  that  now  at  last  something  will  be  done 
to  end  these  ugly  disputes,   i^id  His  Grace  call 
upon  you? 

We  have  some  hopes  that  Father  Heenan  will 
be  appointed  the  successor  of  the  good  Bp« 
Farrell;  but  v;e  are  afraid  he  is  not  liked  by 
His  Grace. 

With  most  dutiful  wishes,  I  remain  Dear 
Superior, 

Yours  very  affectionately  and  respectfully, 

Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 


FArHER  O'COMOR;  SEPrEMBER  16,  1874   118 

Assumption  College, 
Sandwich,  Sept.  16/'74. 
Very  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior. 

No  doubt  you  find  that  I  am  very  careless 
about  writing  to  you.  But  as  I  had  nothing  of. 
any  importance  to  communicate  during  vacation, 
I  thought  it  better  to  wait  until  our  school 
had  got  into  running  order.  'Ahank  God,  every- 
thing is  going  on  very  well.  I  wrote  to  you  a 
year  ago  that  we  would  open  this  year  with  75 
boarders.  l£y   anticipations  have  been  more  than 
realized  though  the  times  axe  very  hard,  money 
being  very  scarce.  We  have  now  80  boarders  and 
15  day-scholars.   I  still  expect  quite  a  few 
boarders  and  I  really  do  nox  know  what  to  do 
with  them.   Our  dining  room  is  overcrowded  though 
we  no  longer  take  our  meals  with  the  pupils.   Our 
dormitories  are  too  full  and  besides  we  have  some 
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boys  sleeping  in  other  rooms.  We  were  oblit^ed 
to  let  part  of  the  playroom  into  the  study  room 
and  to  make  a  classroom  of  the  resx,  so  that  we 
are  ^dthout  a  playroom.  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
build  some  kind  of  a  shed  for  winter.  We  have 
this  year  4  Latin  and  4  CoEuriercie.l  classes  and 
we  do  not  find  that  it  is  too  many.   Two  of  the 
classes  are  taught  in  Masters'  private  quarters. 
Of  course  you  will  say  that  this  ought  not  to  be 
done.   But  what  can  I  do?  I  write  to  you  chiefly 
to  know  what  you  advise  us  to  do.  I  think  that 
the  present  state  of  things  proves  that  this 
College  has  suceeded  and  will  succeed.   I  as 
well  as  all  the  confreres  here,  are  convinced 
that  it  is  a  better  place  for  a  College  than 
Toronto.  We  are  liked  in  our  own  Diocese  and 
T.he  Bishop  and  priests  of  Detroit  are  now  very 
favorable  to  us,  though  in  the  beginning  they 


FATHER  O'CQMOR;  SEPTEMBER  16,  1874   120 

were  rather  doubtful  of  us,  on  account  of  past 
experience,   ■^'hey  are  now  very  friendly  to  us 
and  help  us  as  much  as  the  priests  of  this 
diocese.  I  think  then  that  we  should  no  longer 
hesitate  about  building.  We  must  do  so  unless 
we  would  limit  the  niimber  of  boarders  to  about 
65  for  that  is  all  that  can  be  comfortably  and 
conveniently  taken  in  the  present  building.  I 
have  taken  more  as  I  did  not  want  it  to  be  re- 
ported that  we  had  no  room.  ITiis  would  injure 
us  if  we  were  afterwards  to  enlarge  the  building. 
Now  I  want  you  to  answer  the  following  questions. 
Will  you  allow  us  to  build?  If  so,  where?  and 
lastly  will  you  loan  us  money  to  build  with?  I 
say  above  where  will  you  allow  us  to  build.  I 
told  you  before  that  I  am  opposed  to  adding  to 
this  building.  It  was  at  one  time  a  barracks 
and  it  is  therefore  hard  to  keep  clean.  The 
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plastering  is  all  cracked  and  would  require  to 
be  all  done  over  again.   It  had  at  first  a  flat- 
roof  and  then  they  put  on  a  sloped  double  roof 
and  simply  boarded  up  the  gable  ends;  this  looks 
very  bad  and  besides  the  roof  must  soon  be  made 
over.   So  that  the  only  thing  about  here  that 
does  noT.  want  renewing  are  the  four  walls.  Be- 
sides there  is  no  water  to  be  had  here  and  we 
are  obliged  to  draw  all  that  we  use  from  the 
river.  Near  the  church  there  is  a  very  good 
site  for  a  College  where  plenty  of  good  water 
can  be  found  and  will  front  just  on  the  street 
railway  which  is  now  running.  I  think  that  if 
you  would  consent  to  this  arrangement  it  would 
be  better  in  every  way.   The  present  building 
would  answer  for  a  house  for  the  servants,  a 
laundry  and  perhaps  later  a  place  like  Ste. 
Barbe  at  Annonay.   I  say  in  the  next  place  will 
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you  advance  me  money  to  build,  'ihis  ia  a  very 
important  question.   I  do  not  think  I  could 
spare  more  than  ^2,000  when  all  my  debts  are 
paid.  'iB/"hen  we  came  here  there  was  notliing  in 
the  house  and  the  profits  of  each  year  have 
been  spent  in  furnitute  which  remains,  and  in 
repairing  the  house.  I  do  not  expect  much 
assistance  from  Toronto  as  their  debts  are 
scarcely  paid  up.  If  I  borrow  money  here  I 
will  have  to  pay  8  or  9  per  cent  interest.   In 
France  you  receive  only  5  for  your  money.  Be- 
sides owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  France 
your  money  is  much  safer  here  than  there.  If 
you  advance  me  the  necessary  money  to  build  I 
will  pay  you  5  per  cent  annually  and  the 
principal  gradually.   I  am  making  no  rash 
promise  now.   I  know  what  this  house  will  be 
able  to  do.  In  four  years  I  have  paid  over  ^5000 
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for  furniture  and  repairs  and  I  have  about  $2000 
over,  and  this  with  the  small  number  of  pupils 
we  had  for  three  years.   Now  I  wish  you,  if 
possible,  to  give  me  a  decided  answer  to  all  my 
questions.  I  should  like  very  much  to  begin 
the  foundations,  of  whatever  we  would  build, 
this  Autumn  so  as  to  be  able  to  occupy  it  next 
year  at  the  opening  of  the  scholastic  year. 
Please  then  answer  me  at  once  and  let  me  know 
definitely  what  I  am  to  do. 

i'he  additions  to  and  repairs  on  the  church 
are  not  yet  finished.  Y/hen  complete  they  will 
cost  about  .?25000.   The  church  revenue  will  pay 
this  without  difficulty  inside  of  ten  years, 
'^en  everything  is  done  v/e  will  have  one  of  the 
finest  churches  in  Upper  Canada. 

In  the  College  everything  goes  on  to  my 
satisfaction;  the  rules  are  well  observed  by 
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Masters  and  pupils.   I  have  a  very  good  staff 
of  teachers  and  the  pupils  appear  very  well 
disposed. 

Our  new  mission  of  Chatham  appears  to  do  very 
well.  Father  Hours  and  his  confreres  appear  to 
be  very  well  liked  and  their  zeal  deserves  it* 

In  "^oronto  they  have  a  very  good  school  but 
they  are  not  well  enough  patronized  by  the 
Canadians.  Four-fifths  of  their  boarders  are 
Americans.   Nothing  new  has  occurred  between 
the  Abp.  and  F  ther  Vincent.  Bp.  Crinnon  has 
sent  some  pupils  to  St.  Michael's,   ■'■his  proves 
that  the  Abp.'s  bad  opinions  of  us  is  not  held 
by  his  fellow  Bishops.  We  are  all  in  good 
health  here  and  we  hope  you  and  the  confreres 
in  France  have  the  same  blessing.  Remeber  me 
kindly  to  all  acquaintances,  particularly  to 
Pere  Raynaud. 
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I  remain  very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 
Yours  most  respectfully  and  affectionately 

Denis  O'Connor. 

P.S,  Please  write  as  soon  as  convenient,  so 

that  if  anything  is  to  be  done  I  may  begin  at 

once. 

(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandvdch,  Dec.  14/74. 
Very  Rev.  J.M.  Soulerin, 
Supr.  College  d'Annonay. 
Very  Rev.  &  Dear  Superior, 

Your  letter  of  the  23rd  ult.  was  received  a 
few  days  ago.   I  must  begin  by  stating  that  it 
gave  me  much  pain.   In  it,  as  well  as  in  your 
preceding  letter  you  seem  to  attribute  my  desire 
to  build  to  vanity  and  ambition.   In  your  last 
you  allude  to  this  twice.   If  I  desired  to  build 
an  eutirely  nev;  College  it  was  simply  because 
this  building  is  in  very  bad  repair  unless  by 
spending  as  much  as  a  new  building  would  cost 
it  be  put  in  good  repair.  Besides  the  drainage 
is  ver*/  bad,  and  there  is  no  water,   i^inally 
the  site  is  not  good  as  the  College  is  too  far 
from  the  main  road,   ■"•his  is  not  only  my  opinion 
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but  that  of  the  Bp.,  Father  Ferguson,  and  others 
who  know  the  place  well.  However  I  will  say- 
nothing  more  about  it  as  I  have  no  desire  to  be 
considered  a  vain  and  ambitious  man.   I  can 
safely  say  that  I  and  my  confreres  here  have 
never  sought  anything  but  the  good  of  the  Com- 
munity. We  have  been  satisfied  w^ith  the  merest 
necessaries  and  have  deprived  ourselves  of  many 
comforts  to  which  we  are  entitled,  in  order  to 
get  this  College  well  started,  and  now  what  are 
our  thanks? 

The  plEin  you  propose  in  your  last  letter  of 
utilizing  this  building  is  more  expensive  than 
what  you  proposed  in  your  preceding  one.   But 
I  think  that  unless  you  change  your  mind  some- 
what v;e  \7ill  have  to  give  up  all  idea  of  build- 
in^^.   You  say  that  you  will  not  allow  me  to  spend 
more  than  jSOOO  or  $5200.   In  francs  this  looks 


FATHER  O'CQNI^QR;  DEGEt;IBER  14,  1874    128 

large;  but  you  forget  that  dollars  here  are 
not  worth  much  more  than  francs  in  France. 
Whilst  improving  our  church  masons  were  paid 
2  1/2  to  3  dollars  per  day;  carpenters  2  to  2  1/2; 
common  laborers  1  1/2;  lumber  for  common  purposes 
|20  per  1000  feet  and  good  lumber  |50;  brick 
5  1/2  to  7  per  thousand;  and  everything  else  in 
proportion.  Now  I  ask  you  what  addition  could 
we  make  for  ^5000?  Since  receiving  your  letter 
I  spoke  to  an  architect  and  an  experienced 
builder  on  the  matter  and  both  answered  that 
ver>-  little  could  be  done  for  that  money  and 
that  I  would  do  much  better  to  wait  for  some 
time  if  I  could  not  get  more  funds.   This  then 
is  the  case.  We  lack  room  of  all  kinds;  for 
study,  class,  masters,  servants,  dining  room, 
kitchen,  and  sleeping  apartments.   Since  I 
wrote  last,  I  have  refused  10  or  12  applications 
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making  in  all  20  or  25  that  have  been  refused. 
Besides  I  think  I  have  accepted  too  many  for 
the  reason  that  we  have  never  had  so  many  sick 
as  this  year.  If  you  cannot  allow  me  to  spend 
more  than  )5000  I  will  reduce  my  actual  number 
of  boarders  to  65  or  70  at  most  and  wait  until 
I  can  do  something  better.  Of  course  if  you 
insist  on  ray  building  for  .^5000  I  will  do  so. 

I  cannot  understand  why  you  allov;  such  large 
expenses  to  be  made  in  Toronto  and  why  you  limit 
us  30  much  here.  You  give  them  large  suma  in 
Toronto  and  here  you  will  only  give  ^2000.   Yet 
V7hen  they  began  their  last  addition  in  Toronto 
they  had  not  within  ten  of  as  many  boarders  as 
we  have  now.   I  used  to  think  that  my  administr- 
ation of  things  merited  your  confidence.   I  am 
surprised  and  sorry  to  find  that  I  have  been 
deceiving  myself.   If  you  see  fit  to  change  your 
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decision,  please  let  me  know  at  once;  if  not, 
I  shall  wait,  unless  you  require  me  to  build 
at  once  for  $5000. 

You  say  that  Fr.  Vincent  would  communicate 
to  me  a  letter  that  he  received  from  you.  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  it.  You  state  that  I 
must  do  nothing  7/ithout  Fr.  Vincent's  approval. 
I  have  always  considered  that  he  made  very  many 
useless  expenses  in  -i-oronto,  but  since  you  desire 
it,  I  will  do  nothing  without  his  approval.   You 
ask  me  to  get  the  opinion  of  the  3p.   I  have 
done  30  several  times  and  I  gave  it  to  you  in 
my  last  letter  as  clearly  as  I  could  express  my- 
self.  He  thinks  that  we  ought  to  build,  as  our 
success  hitherto  justifies  us  in  doing  so;  and 
that  we  ought  not  to  add  to  the  present  building, 
nor  build  on  the  present  site,  for  which  reason 
he  offered  to  give  us  10  acres  of  land  more  than 
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he  first  gave  us.  On  reading  over  my  letter  I 
fear  it  may  appear  to  you  somev/hat  disrespect- 
ful; but  I  can  assure  you  that  I  had  no  such 
intention.   I  simply  wished  to  express  to  you 
ray  firm  convictions. 

Father  Aboulin  has  been  confined  to  his  bed 
for  15  days  with  Bilious  Fever.  He  .is  getting 
no  better  and  I  am  much  afraid  it  will  turn 
into  Typhoid.  Quite  a  number  of  our  boys  are 
and  have  been  sick.   I  have  admitted  none  since 
Oct.  24th  though  some  9  or  10  have  left  for 
sickness  or  other  reasons.   My  teachers  are  all 
well.   As  I  will  not  write  again  before  Mew 
Years  I  will  now  wish  you  and  all  the  confreres 
a  'l^erry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year". 
Trusting  that  God  may  long  protect  you  to  rule 
the  Community,  I  remain  Very  Rev,  and  dear 
Superior, 
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Yours  very  affectionately 
Denis  O'Connor. 
P.S.  I  think  you  ought  to  let  me  spend  ^10,000. 
Our  revenue  from  the  church  will  easily  pay  the 
interest  on  whatever  sum  we  will  have  to  borrov/ 
out  of  J;10,000.   Please  answer  7/ithout  delay. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Sandwich, 
Assumption  College  3,  February,  1875 
Bien  cher  et  venere  '^uperieur. 

Me  voila  a  Sandwich,  vous  voyez  que  je  n*ai 
pas  tardi  a  remplir  la  promesse  que  je  vous 
faisais  dans  ma  derniere.  Je  vous  donne  sur  le 
pro jet  du  Pere  O'Connor  la  maniere  de  voir  de 
L!gr.  '.Talsh.   Je  crois  devoir  m'y  rendre  pour 
deux  raisons.   La  lere  eso  que  le  nouveau  bati 
ment  sera  place  de  maniere  a  utiliser  le  college 
actuel  pendant  quelques  annees  encore,  et  le 
fera  a  contribuer  a  se  donner  plus  tard  un 
remplacant.   La  2ine  est  que  le  college  actuel 
QBZ   loin  d'etre  aussi  bon  que  je  le  croyais  et 
que  les  pais  d'entretien  et  la  reparation  cout- 
iraient  plus  que  ne  le  fera  dans  son  temps  ce 
qui  sera  la  complement  et  le  fin  du  college 
projete,  J'espere  que  comme  nous  vous  trouverez 
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nos  raisons  valides  et  que  vous  accept ere z  nos 
vues. 

La  question  de  I'emplaceemnt  est  resolue 
d'une  maniere  tout  a  fait  satisfaisante  par 
Mgr,  '.Valsh.  II  vous  donnera  un  lease  du  terrain 
necessaire  au  College  pour  tant  de  siecles  que 
nous  voudrons.   Cela  tiendra  toujours  devant  la 
conscience  et  devant  la  loi.   So  far  so  good. 
Reste  maintenant  la  question  vitale,  celle  de 
1* argent. 

^oici  les  ressources  dont  peut  disposer  le 
Pere  O'Connor. 

1.  La  main  ---------  .;2,000 

2.  De  votre  part  ------   3,000 

3.  De  Toronto  -------  5,000 

4.  D'Owen  Sound 500 

En  tout  ------  --  ^10,000 

Ajoutez   a  cexte  somnie  ses   economies  pendant 
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les  trois  ou  quatre  ajinees  qui  vont  suivre 
elles  3eront  au  moins  de  .^2000  annuelles  ••• 
-^8000 •   Ajoutez  ce  qui  lui  est  du  par  son 
eglise  paroissiale  ^12,000  et  vous  avez  ainsi 
une  somme  totale  de  ^19,700.  Vous  voyez  done 
que  mon  cher  confrere  a  pour  le  moment  une 
marge  assi  large  pour  se  mettre  au  travail  et 
le  faire  sans  s'exposer  a  des  deceptions  ».. 
Nous  sommes  tous  ici  et  a  Toronto  unaniraes  sur 
le  point, 

Mais  comme  les  ressources  il  ne  peut  les 
realiser  tout  de  suite,  il  est  de  tante  necessite 
que  vous  obteniez  pour  lui  de  Rome  la  permission 
d'emprunxer.   Sans  cela  il  faut  renoncer  a  batir. 
Plus  que  cela,  pour  des  raisons  que  le  ?ere 
O'Connor  vous  expliqueralui-meme  sa  maison 
fausse  petit  a  petit  diminuer  en  nombre  et 
en  plus  fournir  les  raemes  classes  de  necessite 
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qu'elle  possede  actuellement. 

Mais  que  vous  obteniez  de  Rome  la  permission 
necesGaire  ca  qu'elle  vous  soit  refusee,  le  ?ere 
O'Connor  va  d'apres  votre  permission  se  mettre 
a  I'ouvrage  sans  retard,  seulement  il  aura  a 
rogner  un  peu  les  angles.  Mais  contre  necessite 
il  va  pas  de  la.   Ce  qu'il  serait  indispensable 
de  Datir  actuellement  coutera  ,ipll,000. 

Voici  raaintenat  les  re^sources  dont  il  peut 
disposer  sans  retard. 

1.  d'Annoiiay ^3,000 

2.  de  son  eglise  paroissiale   -   -   -     1,200 

3.  d'Owen  Sound      -  ----  500 

4.  en  main  ---  __--_      2,000 

5.  argent  emprunte  par  lui  -  -  -  -  1,200 

6.  du  College  St.  Michel  -  -  2,100 

7.  emprunte  par  3t.  Michel  en  sa 

faveur  -  -  -  1,000 

$11,000 
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Je  suppose  que  vous  ne  me  refuserez  pas  d'em- 
prunter  pour  rendre  service  a  ce  cher  confrere 
qui  ne  peut  reellement  rester  comme  il  est. 
Iife-is  il  vaudrait  mieux  sous  tous  les  rapports 
que  vous  obtinniez  de  Rome  la  permission  neces- 
saire.   Cela  mettrait  tout  a  I'aise  et  nous 
donnerait  la  facilite  de  batir  une  maison  plus 
convenable. 

Rien  de  nouveau  ici  et  a  Toronto.  Le  pere 
Aboulin  se  remet  lentement  niais  surement. 
L'archeveque  nous  a  fait  une  visit e  lundi  soir. 
II  a  ete  bon  et  affable.  Puisse  cela  durer. 

Adieu.  Priez  pour  nous  et  benissez  nous  afin 
que  nous  devenions  de  part  en  part  plus  devoues 
a  la  gloire  de  Dieu  et  a  notre  oeuvre. 
Votre  tout  devouer  en  U.S. 
C.  Vincent. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandwich,  May  11/75. 
Very  KqV,   J.M.  Soulerin, 

Supr.  College  of  Annonay. 
Very  Rev.  Deat  Superior, 

It  is  quite  a  long  time  since  I  have  had  a 
letter  from  you  and  also  a  long  tine  since  I 
have  written  to  you.   I  did  not  care  to  write 
until  all  the  arrangements  about  our  new  build- 
ing vrere  definitely  settled.  The  work  has  been 
comenced  and  the  foundations  -are  about  three 
feet  over  ground.   The  v/ork  is  roing  on  very 
slowly  ov/ing  to  very  unfavorable  weather.   The 
contract  is  to  be  completed  on  the  first  day  of 
November  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be,  as  the 
contractors  are  very  good  and  conscientious  men. 
They  are  the  stone  as  did  the  work  on  the  church 
last  year,  and  I  am  sure  I  will  have  no  trouble 
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with  them.   The  new  builaing  v.lll  give  us  a 
good  deal  of  roomj  a  atudy-hall  capable  of 
holding  150;  six  class  rooms;  a  large  temporary 
chapel;  two  dormitories  capable  of  holcing  44 
beds  each;  an  antechamber  near  the  study  for 
hats  and  coats;  bathroom;  v/ashing  and  dressing 
room;  wardrobes;  and  eight  other  rooms  for 
various  purposes  such  as  Community  Room,  parlors, 
private  rooms,  store-rocm,  etc.  UrJ'ortunately 
v/e  could  make  no  provision  for  kitchen  and  din- 
ing room,  both  of  which  are  very  badly  needed. 
Ii  our  number  increases  next  year  as  it  has  done 
this,  I  do  not  know  v/hat  we  v/ill  do  for  dining 
room;  now  v/e  have  tv;o  distinct  ones,  and  I 
suppose  that  next  year  v/e  must  have  three.   You 
will  readily  understand  what  an  inconvenience 
thut  7/ill  be  to  us  and  to  the  servai.ts.   It  is 
noo  possible  to  take  down  partitions  and  make 
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one  large  dining  room,  v/ithout  endangering  the 
safety  of  the  present  building.  We  v/ill  have 
no  basement  storj''  in  the  new  building  as  it  is 
just  as  cheap  to  build  in  the  air  as  in  the 
ground  and  it  is  certainly  more  conducive  to 
health.  You  will  probably  think  that  v/e  are 
making  the  new  building  unnecessarily  large; 
we  think  not.  Just  now  we  have  115  students  of 
Y/hom  80  are  boarders.   Since  Christmas  I  have 
never  taken  more  than  80  boarders;  more  than 
that  v/ould  be  too  many,  and  even  that  number  is 
too  many  for  the  room  v/e  have.   Since  November 
last  I  have  refused  a  great  many  applications; 
even  last  v/eek  I  refused  three.   You  see  then 
that  v/e  v/ill  be  able  to  fill  our  house  easily. 
I  v/as  obliged  to  make  a  nev;  study  hall  as  the 
old  one  is  too  small  and  too  cold.   The  present 
study  hall  I  will  convert  into  a  play-room. 
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Just  now  we  have  no  playroom  as  I  was  obliged 
to  let  it  in  with  the  study  hall  to  make  room 
enough,   vi'e  have  need  of  classrooms  as  three  of 
the  masters  hold  class  in  their  ov/n  room  which 
is  unhealthy  and  disorderly.  We  need  a  chapel 
as  v.e  are  now  obliged  to  send  the  boys  to  Llass 
in  tvro   divisions,  and  even  then  the  present 
chapel  is  ver^''  small.  We  have  decided  to  heat 
the  nev/  building  with  steam.   It  will  cost  only 
y3C0  more  ohan  hot  air  and  it  is  very  much  more 
efficient • 

In  one  of  your  letters  to  Father  Vincent  you 
said  you  would  send  me  iJSOOO  to  help  me  \n.th. 
tlie  building.   I  have  been  expecting  the  money 
for  some  time  back.   I  hope  you  will  send  it  as 
soon  as  possible.   I  wish  you  could  send  more, 
as  I  will  have  a  great  deal  of  expenses  besides 
those  for  the  new  building,  such  as  furniture, 
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etc.  I  am  sure  that  you  v/ill  do  all  that  you 
can. 

Father  Vincent  and  I  were  in  London  last 
week  to  get  a  legal  lease  from  the  Bishop.   He 
was  as  kind  as  usual  and  acceded  to  all  our 
denands.  He  will  be  here  imrfiediately  before  St. 
Basil's  day  to  give  a  retreat  to  the  boys,  and 
at  the  same  time  he  will  ordain  Kir.  Donahue 
priest  and  Mr.  Cushin  to  Minor  Orders.  He  is 
alwf.ys  very  obliging  and  v/illing  to  render  euiy 
service  that  v/e  may  require  of  him.   The  health 
of  all,  priests,  masters,  and  boys,  is  very  good, 
nottdthstanding  the  very  bad  weather.   The  v/inter 
has  been   unusually  long  and  cold,  and  the  Spring 
is  ";et  and  chilly.   -^here  is  scarcely  any  growth 
yet.   Enclosed  you  will  find  a  note  from  Fr, 
Feguscn.   You  nay  give  Hugh  noney  as  he  directs 
and  Hugh  v/ill  pay  it  to  me  v/hen  he  returns. 


FATHER  O'CONNOR;  i,!AY  11,  1875 143 

Yesterday  was  your  patronal  feast  and  though 
it  is  long  since  we  celebrated  it  v/ith  you,  yet 
our  wishes  and  our  prayers  for  your  v/elfare 
v;ere  as  fervent  as  in  the  good  old  days.  May 
you  live  to  celebrate  many  returns  is  the  daily 
prayer  of 

Your  very  devoted  child 

Denis  O'Connor. 
F.S.  Best  v/ishes  to  all  conferes,  particulaxly 
to  Fere  Raynaud.   The  sick  confreres  of  -^'oronto 
are  all  getting  better. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Ssjidwlch,  July  13/75 
Very  Rev.  J.M»  Soulerin, 

Annonay • 
Very  ReV.  &   Dear  Superior, 

^oth  your  letters  are  received,  that  of  the 
3Cth  May  and  the  one  containing  cheque  for  13000 
fr.   The  cheque  produced  in  our  money  v2488.3C« 
I  am  very  much  obliged  by  the  assistance  you 
give  me  and  I  can  assure  you  it  came  at  a  very 
good  time.   I  have  not  yet  profited  by  the  per- 
mission to  borrow  |5000  or  |6000,  but  I  shall 
do  so  at  an  early  date.   I  shall  be  careful  to 
pay  it  within  the  prescribed  time. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  30th  I  have 
to  state  that  every  part  of  the  old  College  build- 
ing will  be  still  in  use;  and  it  is  our  intention 
to  use  it  until  such  time  as  v;e  can  afford  to  do 
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without  it,  7;hen  the  materials  will  be  used  in 
the  construction  of  some  portion  of  the  new 
building. 

I  was  surprised  at  your  not  approving  of  the 
size  of  our  study  hall.   It  is  only  63  x  33 
feet  cind  can  accommodate  150  at  the  most.   I  do 
not  think  that  the  surveillance  will  be  diff- 
icult and  when  you  multiply  rooms  you  must 
multiply  men.   I  am  giving  the  building  my 
closest  attention  to  have  everything  in  the 
best  order,  and  as  I  have  good  Catholics  for 
builders  I  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
anything  I  wish.  I  am  also  exceedingly  careful 
to  add  any  extras  to  the  original  contract. 
Father  Vincent  has  seen  all  the  plans  and  has 
approved  of  xhem.   I  do  nothing  of  any  import- 
ance v/ithout  consulting  him.   I  have  no  fears 
about  meeting  all  demands,  now  that  I  have  your 
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permission  to  borrow  ;^6000.   The  plans  are  so 
made  as  to  require  no  change  to  be  made  here- 
after; consequently  there  will  be  no  expense 
for  changes  or  alterations.  Wcien  ve  build  again 
we  pill  simply  continue  the  plan.   I  am  sure 
that,  TKrere  you  here,  you  would  approve  of  every- 
thing.  Since  I  wrote  to  you  last  I  let  out  the 
contract  for  heating  the  new  building.  I  de- 
cided to  have  it  heated  by  steam.   It  will  cost 
^2250.   ■'"0  heat  it  by  hot  air  would  cost  |2000. 
The  difference  is  so  little  that  I  thought  it 
better  to  adopt  steam,  as  it  is  a  safer  and 
more  efficient  way. 

So  much  for  your  letter.   Now  for  local 
matters.  \7e  closed  school  on  the  23rd  June. 
The  Bishop  advised  me  to  close  early,  on  account 
of  being  so  crowded.  We  had  a  very  successful 
year.   The  teachers  and  pupils,  as  a  general 
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rule,  gave  me  satisfaction. 

Times  are  very  hard  in  this  nart  of  Canada 
as  well  as  in  the  United  States.  Notv;ithstand- 
ing,  I  have  been  well  paid,  better  I  think  than 
other  years,  and  the  money  that  is  still  due  is 
sure.   I  expect  also  to  have  a  full  house. 
Though  times  be  hard,  I  think  we   must  have  a 
good  attendance,  our  prices  are  so  low,  compared 
with  -fimerican  Colleges,  that  many  will  send  here 
by  preference.   I  have  already  received  quite  a 
few  applications.   You  may  fancy  that  I  see 
everything  '^couleur  de  rose",  but  I  am  not  much 
given  to  speculation. 

Should  Kingston  be  offered  to  us,  I  am  of 
oi-inioTi  that  we  should  make  every  effort  to 
take  it.   Kingston  is  for  the  Eastern  part  of 
this  Province,  v/'hat  Sandwich  is  for  the  77estern, 
i.e.  the  key.   It  is  near  the  United  States,  and 
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a  well  conducted  College  there  must  receive 
m-c^ny   boys  form  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States. 

Abp.  Lynch  seems  to  be  converted.   God  grant 
that  the  grace  may  last.   Our  3p.  is  always  the 
same,  kind,  encouraging,  and  obliging.  He  laid 
the  cornerstone  of  the  ne?/  College,  preached 
the  retreat  to  the  boys,  ordained  ilr.  Donohoe, 
a  confrere,  priest,  and  gave  Minor  Orders  to 
lir.  D,  Gushin.  Y/e  are  all  vyell. 

With  best  wishes  to  P.  Raynaud  &  conferes, 
and  thanking  ,  ou  for  your  kindness, 

I  remain  Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior 
Y^urs  affectionately 

Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  form  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandvdch,  Feb.  23/76. 
Very  Rev.  J.M.  Soulerin, 
College  of  iinnonay. 
Very  Rev.  and  very  Dear  Superior, 

I  have  allowed  your  very  kind  letter  to  go 
unansv/ered  too  long  a  time,   ^ut  I  did  not  wish 

to  v/rite  until  we  were  finally  settled  in  our 
new  building.  Me   have  been  using  parts  of  it 
since  the  v;eek  before  Christmas  and  v/e  had  the 
opening  or  blessing  just  a  month  ago,  but  there 
were  still  many  little  things  to  do,  so  that 
things  were  scarcely  in  full  working  order 
before  the  present  time.  7/e  have  a  fine  sub- 
staiitial  building.   It  is  convenient  and  com- 
fortable and  the  boys  have  no  reason  to  complain. 
V/e  have  a  good  supply  of  water  and  the  steam 
heats  the  house  very  well  and  at  very  little 
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cost,  except  that  of  putting  in.  When  once  in, 
however,  that  puts  an  end  to  expenses  for  stoves. 
It  gives  much  less  trouble  and  is  much  cleaner. 
I  am  not  able  yet  to  give  you  a  full  account  of 
the  expenses.  I  expect  you  will  be  surprised 
to  find  them  so  high,  and  v/hen  I  commenced  I 
did  not  expect  that  they  would  amount  to  so  much, 
rhe  heating,  water  supply,  and  drainage  alone 
cost  over  .jpSOOO.  I  can  assure  you,  hov/ever, 
that  I  did  not  spend  a  single  dollar  that  could 
be  avoided,  -n-ll  the  expenses  made  v/ere  necess- 
ary, and  anyt  ing  that  is  done  will  not  require 
any  change  in  the  future,  at  least,  as  far  as  I 
can  see.   IJiese  extra  expenses  leave  me  very 
short  of  money,  but  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  meet  all  demands  and  that  in  one  year's 
time  I  shall  be  perfectly  at  my  ease,  with 
Goa's  help.   Just  now  we  have  88  boarders  and 
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25  externa.  At  Xmas  7/e  lost  quite  a  fevr  boarders 
on  account  of  the  great  scarcity  of  money;  but  we 
received  more  than  we  lost.  Had  times  been  good 
we  would  have  received  many  more.  Money  is  ex- 
ceedingly scarce  and  it  affects  all  classes.  We 
hope  that  the  return  of  Spring  will  give  an  in- 
crease of  business  and  consequently  more  money. 
On  the  occasion  of  the  blessing  of  the  new 
College  the  Bishops  of  London  and  Detroit  v/ere 
present.   Our  Bp.  is  always  friendly  and  the 
Bp.  of  Detroit  nov/  looks  upon  us  v/ith  more 
favor  than  formerly.   Success  may  make  friends 
as  well  as  enemies.  He  is  very  anxious  that 
we  should  accept  his  offer  of  Detroit.  So  far, 
v/e  have  been  unable  to  give  him  a  definite 
ansv/er,  for  the  reason  that  nothing  is  settled 
concerning  Kingston.   There  are  many  obstacles, 
as  I  suppose  Fr.  Vincent  has  informed  you  and 
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and  these  obstacles  depend  neither  on  us  nor 
the  Bishop.   It  would  not  be  safe  for  us  totake 
the  College  as  long  as  they  last  and  we  can't 
tell  v/hen  they  v/ill  be  removed.  My  opinion  is 
that  the  taking  of  Kingston  College  v/ill  be  put 
off  for  some  time.   his  will  enable  us  to  take 
Detroit  and  I  consider  it  the  better  offer  of 
the  two. 

The  health  of  the  boys  and  masters  has  been 
remarkably  good  this  year.   The  Doctor  is  scarcely 
ever  seen  here.   Father  Faure  is  never  very  v.-ell 
but  I  think  he  has  been  better  than  usual  this 
v/inter.  All  others  are  very  well.  I  am  satis- 
fied too,  with  the  way  things  are  going  on. 
There  is  good  discipline  in  the  house  and  as  a 
general  thing  the  Masters  do  their  work  well. 

We  have  had  a  very  unusual  winter,   "^o  far 
we  have  had  only  two  days  of  sleighing  and  not 
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good  at  that.  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  rain 
and  consequently  a  superabundance  of  mud.  We 
have  had  very  little  cold  weather.   Today  is 
the  coldest  day  of  the  winter  and  the  thermom- 
eter stands  at  2  above  zero.   The  birds  are 
back  and  we  look  for  an  early  spring.   God  has 
been  merciful  to  us  this  winter  as  there  are 
many  persons  vdthout  work  and  there  v/ould  be 
much  suffering  were  the  v/inter  severe. 

We  were  all  delighted  to  learn  from  your 
letter  that  the  Community  is  progressing  so 
well  in  France.  Evidently  you  could  get  more 
houses  than  you  can  take.   I  suppose  you  have 
the  Scholasticate  on  a  good  footing  and  that 
all  the  men  you  send  out  are  thoroughly  fitted 
for  their  work.   That  is  a  thing  that  we  lack 
here  very  much.  Many  of  our  professors  have 
to  work  verj'  hard  to  be  able  to  teach  their 
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classes  well,  and  we  have  always  to  depend  on 
their  good  will.  Even  with  good  will  they  are 
not  so  well  trained  as  if  they  had  a  good  course 
in  a  Scholasticate. 

I  am  very   glad  to  hear  that  Fr.  Raynaud  is 
so  well.  Has  he  given  up  his  project  of  coming 
to  "^erica?  Will  he  not  be  tempted  by  the 
Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia?  We  should 
be  all  glad  to  see  him.  Please  present  him  my 
respects  and  best  wishes  as  also  to  all  confreres 
of  my  acquaintance. 

My  conferes.  Rev.  Dear  Superior ,  all  Join  me 
in  expressing  to  you  our  sincerest  devotedness 
and  our  heartiest  wishes  for  your  welfare. 

Y  UTS  very  affectionately 
Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College,  Sandwich,  May  /'77. 
Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

I  have  allowed  a  very  long  time  to  pass  with- 
out writing  to  you,  but  as  I  had  not  much  to 
communicate  I  did  not  like  to  write  you  a  letter 
containing  nothing.  I  will  now  try  to  make  up 
for  my  past  neglect  by  writing  you  a  long  letter. 

I  received  your  last  letter  in  good  time  and 
we  were  all  pleased  to  learn  that  you  are  so 
well  and  that  the  confreres  in  France  are  also 
in  good  health.   I  w^  especially  pleased  to 
have  news  of  Pere  Raynaud  to  whom  you  will  please 
give  my  kindest  regards.   I  would  like  very  much 
to  v:-rite  hi,  but  there  is  so  little  of  common 
interest  betv/een  us  that  my  letter  77ould  necess- 
arily be  very  tame. 

But  I  must  come  to  matters  in  Sandwich,  of 
v/hich,  I  am  sure,  you  will  like  to  hear.   In  the 
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first  place  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  I  am 
well  pleased  with  this  scholastic  year.   The 
average  attendance  for  the  year  has  been  eighty- 
two  boarders  and  tv/enty-five  dayscholars.   The 
times  have  been  so  very  hard  that  all  here  con- 
sider the  attendance  very  good.   Our  boys  are 
generally  good,  and  give  satisfaction  by  their 
good  conduct,  their  piety,  and  their  application 
to  study.   They  are  generally  of  a  better  class 
than  '.7e  have  had  heretofore.  You  may  remember 
that  I  told  you  before  that  the  -^atin  classes 
had  entirely  gone  down  when  we  arrived  here  and 
that  v/e  would  have  some  difficulty  in  creating 
a  taste  for  classical  studies.  I'e   have  now  good 
•^atin  classes,  the  number  of  classical  students 
is  increasing  every  year  and  a  large  number  of 
them  are  studying  for  the  priesthood.   This  year 
five  v/ill  go  to  the  Seminary  who  com'-nenced  with 
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us.  The  health  of  the  boys  has  been  unusually 
good,  better  I  think  than  ever  I  knev/  it  before. 
"Axe  health  of  the  masters  has  also  been  very 
good.  Father  Vernede  has  been  the  only  exception! 
Sarly  last  Autumn  he  v/as  taken  with  sciatica 
from  which  he  suffered  very  much  for  several 
weeks.  Though  he  is  yet  somewhat  lame,  and  I 
fear  he  v/ill  remain  so,  yet  he  is  able  to  attend 
to  his  ordinary  duties.  He  is  no  longer  study 
master.  Fortunately  I  gave  that  post  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  one  of  our  pupils  of 
last  year,  and  he  is  doing  very  well.   Father 
Ferguson  enjoys  very  good  health  and  he  has 
grown  so  stout  that  you  would  not  recognize 
Father  Ferguson  of  your  time.  He  teaches  tv/o 
houra  a  day  in  the  College  and  besides  has 
charge  of  the  Noviciate  in  which  he  takes  a 
very  great  interest.  He  intends  to  write  himself 
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and  give  you  a  full  account  of  it.  He  does  not 
preach  as  much  as  formerly  for  the  resaon  that 
the  very  great  majority  of  our  people  do  not 
understand  English.  Father  McBrady  is  making 
quite  a  name  sLs-a  preacher  in  both  French  and 
English.   Father  Vernede  also  preaches  well. 
Fr.  Aboulin  is  as  zealous  as  ever  and  looks 
after  the  parish  very  v/ell.   Few  parishes  are 
attended  as  well.  He  is  well  assisted  by  Fr. 
Faure,  whose  health  is  better  than  usual.  He 
does  not  preach  or  sing  Mass  any  more,  but  in 
all  other  things  he  is  as  good  and  as  useful 
as  any  of  us.  Mr.  Gushin  v/ill  be  ordained 
priest  at  Trinity.  He  is  an  able  and  an  edifying 
confrere.   At  the  same  time,  another  confrere 
v/ith  whom  you  are  not  acquainted  will  be  ordained 
subdeacon.   You  will  understand  from  this  that 
we  have  not  the  same  difficulty  here  as  they  have 
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in  -Toronto  to  get  our  subjects  ordained.  I 
cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  Bishop  V/alsh's 
treatment  of  us.  He  is  always  kind,  friendly 
and  fatherly.  Last  week  there  was  a  meeting  of 
nearly  all  the  priests  of  the  Diocese  at  the 
Bishop's  in  London  to  celebrate  the  elevation 
of  your  old  friend,  Father  Bruyere,  to  the 
dignity  of  a  Roman  Prelate.  The  Bishop  and 
Father  Kilroy  spoke  very  flatteringly  of  you 
and  the  confreres  in  France,  and  the  Bishop  paid 
the  highest  tribute  to  the  Basilians  in  his 
Diocese.   I  suppose  our  time  of  trial  must  come, 
bux  I  do  not  think  it  v/ill  come  from  3p.  Walsh, 
for  you  may  rest  assured  we  will  do  nothing  to 
foreit  hi3  good  opinion.  Y/e  fear  to  lose  him. 
Just  now  the  papers  are  filled  with  reports  to 
the  effect  that  the  Archbishop  is  to  retire. 
It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  Papal  Ablegate 
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who  will  arrive  in  Canada  this  month  will  settle 
that  matter.   The  Abp.  wants  a  coadjutor,  but 
none  of  the  other  Bishops  v;ish  to  act  in  that 
capacity  and  naturally  they  do  not  care  to  see 
a  stranger  brought  in,  and  of  course  the  Abp. 
does  not  wish  to  retire.  Everyone  but  himself 
thinks  he  ought  to  retire;  and  so  the  case 
stands.   Should  the  Ablegate  find  that  he  ought 
to  retire,  Bp.  Walsh  is  popularly  expected  to 
take  his  place.   Thus  what  will  be  our  loss 
'.vill  be  3t.  Michael's  gain,  as  I  am  sure  he  will 
be  friendly  to  that  College. 

In  your  letter  you  ask  how  I  manage  my 
debts;  so  far  I  have  been  able  to  meet  all  pay- 
ments due  as  interest,  but  I  have  done  very 
little  towards  paying  the  principal.   Times  are 
so  very  hard  that  I  find  it  almost  impossible 
to  ^et  money,  and  interest  is  so  high  (  9  and  10/0 
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that  it  takes  all  I  can  spare  to  pay  it  and  to 
make  repairs  necessary  in  the  College.   Besides 
everything  is  very  dear  so  that  I  find  great 
difficulty  in  making  ends  meet.   I  heard  lately 
that  you  are  advancing  money  again  to  Fr.  Vincent. 
Could  you  not  advance  me  some  also.  By  the  way 
that  things  appear  noiv,  the  money  of  the  Com- 
munity will  be  safer  here  than  in  France  and  I 
would  not  have  to  pay  so  high  an  interest  so  we 
both  would  gain.  Please  think  the  matter  over 
and  try  to  decide  in  my  favour.   Fr.  Vincent 
has  not  yet  paid  me  all  he  promised,  and  Hugh 
Ferguson  has  not  paid  anything  and  I  do  not 
think  he  intends  to  pay,  so  I  suppose  Fr.  Charm- 
ant  will  send  me  the  amount  as  it  was  kept  back 
on  the  loan  you  sent  me  v.'hen  I  built. 

The  Jesuits  have  taken  the  place  offered  to 
us  by  the  Bishop  of  Detroit  and  they  are  going 
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TO  BUILD  A  College  at  once,  so  as  to  Ibegin  the 
classes  in  September.  It  will  be  only  an  Ex- 
ternat  for  the  present,  and  therefore  it  will 
not  hurt  us  so  much.  They  took  the  place  on 
the  same  conditions  as  were  offered  to  us  and 
were  very  glad  to  get  it.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  you  have  made  a  very  serious  mistake  in  this 
matter.  I  do  not  like  to  say  anything  on  this 
matter  as  I  have  been  given  to  understand  that 
I  am  too  young  and  too  enthusiastic  to  pass  a 
sound  judgement  on  such  things.  The  Bishop  of 
Detroit  is  very  friendly  towards  us,  and  sends 
quite  a  few  students  to  our  College  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Diocese.  I  cannot  say  how  it  will 
be  for  the  time  to  come.  He  has  gone  to  Home 
and  it  is  quite  possible  that  he  may  pay  you  a 
visit  on  his  return.  You  will  find  that  he  is 
truly  American  in  his  manners,  but  the  more  you 
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will  see  of  him  the  better  you  will  like  him. 
I  and  the  other  local  superiors  were  in  'j^oronto 
a  week  ago.  Fr.  Vincent  submitted  to  our  con- 
sideration a  letter  to  you,  which  I  suppose  you 
have  already  received.  I  would  like  to  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  it  which  are  for  vou  only.  I 
know  that  in  the  Mission  the  religious  exercises 
of  the  Community  are  much  neglected.  I  think 
you  would  do  well  to  direct  Fr.  Vincent  to  make 
visitations,  say  twice  a  year,  to  see  each  member 
privately  and  hear  what  he  has  to  say.  I  think 
he  ought  also  to  see  for  himself  how  the  money 
is  spent  in  each  place.  You  are  too  far  away 
to  see  such  things.  It  ought  to  be  his  right 
and  his  duty  to  enquire  fully  into  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  matters  of  each  house.  In  the 
matter  of  changing  confreres  from  one  place  to 
another  Fr.  Vincent  is  apt  to  forget  that  he  is 
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a  local  superior  as  well  as  Provincial,  In 
Toronto  there  are  six  priests,  yet  Fr.  Vincent 
has  to  do  all  the  preaching.  There  are  others 
very  well  able  to  preach,  but  he  lets  them  have 
their  own  way.  The  consequence  is  they  are 
becoming  useless  men  whom  no  other  superior 
wishes  to  have.  I  am  convinced  that,  had  Fr. 
Vincent  insisted  on  the  Rule  with  Messrs. 
Cherrier,  Walsh  &  Mulcahy  they  would  not  give 
the  trouble  they  now  do.  You  know  Fr.  Vincent 
of  old;  he  does  not  like  trouble  and  he  con- 
sequently temporizes  too  much.  The  Rule  suffers 
and  a  bad  effect  is  produced  on  the  confreres. 
I  think  a  stricter  observance  of  the  Rule  is 
necessary,  and,  if  nothing  else  can  be  done  a 
few  should  be  sacrificed  to  save  the  many.  There 
are  many  things  which  need  reformation  and  unless 
the  change  begins  in  Toronto  we  can  do  nothing 
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elsewhere.  Regarding  the  ••susurrationes**  I  think 
Fr.  Vincent  alludes  to  certain  reports  concerning 
the  state  of  things  in  Toronto  to  me  and  others. 
I  can  certify  that  the  persons  who  spoke  to  me 
did  it  as  a  matter  of  duty,  hoping  thereby  to  have 
a  change  made  to  bring  about  a  better  observance 
of  the  Rule.  It  seems  to  me  they  have  a  right  to 
do  so.  I  think  you  ought  to  send  us  as  soon  as 
possible  the  printed  Constitution,  Directorium, 
and  Rules  for  the  Noviciate.  I  think  all  moneys 
received,  except  Masses,  ought  to  go  to  the  com- 
mon fund.  I  trust  you  will  excuse  my  plain  speak- 
ing on  these  matters  as  I  seek  only  the  good  of 
the  Community.  Fr.  Ferguson  and  others  unite  in 
expressing  to  you  their  sincerest  love  and  respect, 
I  remain  Very  Rev.  &  Deat  Superior, 

Yours  most  affectionately  and  respectfully 

Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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This  indenture  made  in  duplicate  this  thirtieth 
day  of  August  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  five  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  respecting 
short  forms  of  leases,  between  the  Roman  Catholic 
Episcopal  Corporation  of  the  Diocese  of  London 
in  Ontario  and  the  Right  Reverend  John  Walsh, 
Doctor  of  Divinity  and  Bishop  of  the  said  Diocese, 
the  Lessors  of  the  first  part  Jean  Marie  Bruyere 
of  the  said  city  of  London  Vicar  General  of  the 
said  dioces^,  George  R.  Northgraves  and  John 
Murphy  of  the  said  city  of  London  Clergymen  of 
the  said  Diocese  of  the  second  part  And  the 
Reverend  Charles  Vincent  of  the  city  of  Toronto 
in  the  County  of  York,  Provincial  in  Canada  and 
the  Reverend  Dennis  O'Connor  Superior  of  Assump- 
tion College  at  Seuidwich  of  the  Congregation  of 
St.  Basil  of  the  Third  i'art. 

Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  the  eighth  year 
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of  the  reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria 
Cahpter  82,  intituled  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
Roman  Catholic  ^ishops  of  Toronto  and  BCingston 
in  Canada  in  each  diocese  it  was  enacted  amongst 
other  things  that  whenever  it  might  be  deemed 
expedient  to  erect  any  new  diocese  or  dioceses 
in  that  part  of  the  then  Province  of  Canada 
formerly  called  Upper  Canada  the  Bishop  or 
Bishops  of  such  new  diocese  or  dioceses  and 
his  or  their  successor  or  successors  for  the 
time  being  should  have  the  same  powers  conferred 
upon  them  as  are  by  the  said  act  conferred  upon 
the  said  Bishops  of  Toronto  and  Kingston  respect- 
ively. 

And  whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
conferred  by  the  said  act  a  new  diocese  was  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
six  erected  in  Upper  Canada  called  the  Diocese 
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of  London  the  name  of  which  was  afterwards 
changed  to  the  Diocese  of  Sandwich  and  continued 
to  be  known  as  such  until  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seventy  when  it  was  recalled 
the  Diocese  of  London  by  which  name  it  is  now 
known 

And  Tirtiereas  the  said  Right  Reverend  John 
Walsh  Bishop  as  aforesaid  has  agreed  to  lease 
the  lands  hereinafter  mentioned  to  the  said 
parties  of  the  third  part  and  their  successors 
in  office  as  Provincial  of  the  Congregation  or 
Religious  Community  known  as  St.  Basil  in  Canada 
and  Superior  of  Assumption  College  at  Sandwich 
in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
Congregation  of  St.  Basil  and  of  the  said  College 
and  has  nominated  selected  and  appointed  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part  to  consent  to 
the  said  lease  and  everything  herein  contained. 
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Now  this  indenture  witness eth  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  rents  covenants  and  agreements 
hereinafter  reserved  and  contained  on  the  part 
of  the  said  Lessees  their  successors  and  assigns 
to  be  paid  observed  and  performed  the  said  Lessors 
have  demised  and  leased  and  by  these  presents  do 
demise  and  lease  unto  the  said  Lessees  as  such 
Provincial  and  Superior  as  aforesaid  their 
successors  and  assigns  in  turst  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  Congregation  of  St.  Basil 
and  of  the  said  College. 

All  and  singular  that  certain  parcel  or  tract 
of  land  and  premises  situate  lying  and  being  in 
the  Township  of  Sandwich  in  the  County  of  Essex 
and  Province  of  Ontario  being  composed  of  part 
of  lot  number  sixty  three,  in  the  first  concession 
of  said  Township  nov/  within  the  limits  of  the 
town  of  Sandwich  and  may  be  more  peirticulaTly 
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described  as  follows  that  is  to  say:  commencing 
at  the  easterly  side  of  a  road  adjoining  the 
westerly  side  of  lot  sixty  three  in  the  first 
concession  of  the  Township  of  Sandwich  West 
commonly  called  the  Huron  Church  line,  with  the 
westerly  side  of  a  road  running  across  a  portion 
of  the  first  concession  before  mentioned  known 
as  the  Peltier  Coulie  Road;  thence  north  sixty 
four  degrees  tliirty  minuted  east  magnetically 
aloni;  zhe   northerly  side  of  said  road  eight 
chains  twenty  and  one  half  links  more  or  less 
to  the  line  between  lots  sixty  three  and  sixty 
four  thence  north  twenty  six  degrees  forty  five 
minutes  v/est  along  the  said  boundary  between 
lots  sixty  three  and  sixty  four  ninety  eight 
chains  eighty  sixe  and  one  half  links  more  or 
less  to  a  line  running  north  sixty  four  degrees 
thrity  minutes  east  through  a  point  distant  two 
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hundred  and  twenty  feet  measured  on  a  course 
south  twenty  six  degrees  forty  five  minutes  east 
from  the  outer  wall  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cath- 
edral thence  south  sixty  four  degrees  thirty 
minutes  west  eight  chains  twenty  and  one  half 
links  more  or  less  to  the  Huron  Line  thence  south 
twenty  six  degrees  forty  five  minutes  east  east 
thirteen  chains  twenty  one  and  one  half  links 
to  land  occupied  by  one  Menard  thence  north  sixty 
three  degrees  fifteen  minutes  east  four  chains 
thence  south  twenty  six  degrees  forty  five  min- 
utes east  parallel  to  the  Huron  Line  five  chains 
Eind  sixty  six  links  more  or  less  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Cemetery  thence  north  twenty  seven 
degrees  east  sixty  seven  links  to  the  north  east 
angle  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cemetery  thence  south 
twenty, six  degrees  forty  five  minutes  east  four 
chains  and  seventy  links  more  or  less  to  the  south 
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easterly  angle  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Cemetery 
thence  south  seventy  seven  degrees  west  four 
chains  and  seventy  eight  links  more  or  less  to 
the  Huron  Line  thence  south  twenty  six  degrees 
forty  five  minutes  east  magnetically  along  the 
easterly  side  of  the  said  Huron  Line  seventy 
five  chains  and  ninety  three  links  more  or  less 
to  the  point  beginning  containing  by  admeasure- 
ment seventy  six  acres  three  roods  and  twenty 
nine  perches. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  demised  premises 
with  their  appurtenances  for  and  ruing  the  term 
of  five  hundred  years  to  be  computed  from  the 
thirtieth  day  of  August  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  five  and  from  thenceforth  next  ensuing 
and  fully  to  be  complete  and  ended  yielding  and 
paying  therefore  yearly  and  every  year  during 
the  said  term  hereby  granted  unto  the  said  Lessors 
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their  assigns  the  sum  of  one  dollar  on  the  first 
day  of  January  in  each  and  every  year  during  the 
said  term. 

And  the  said  Lessees  for  themselves  their 
heirs  successors  and  assigns  covenant  with  the 
said  liessors  and  their  assigns  that  the  said 
Lessees  their  successors  and  assigns  will  during 
the  said  term  pay  unto  the  said  Lessors  or  their 
assigns  the  rent  hereby  reserved  in  manner  here- 
inbefore mentioned  and  also  will  pay  all  taxes 
duties  and  assessements  whatsoever  without  any 
deduction  whatever  whether  municipal,  parliament- 
ary now  charged  or  hereinafter  to  be  charged  on 
the  said  demised  premises  or  any  part  thereof  or 
upon  the  said  Lessors  on  any  account  thereon  and 
also  that  the  said  Lessees  their  successors  or 
assigns  shall  not  nor  will  during  the  said  term 
assign  transfer  or  set  over  or  otherwise  by  any 
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act  or  deed  procure  the  said  premises  or  any  of 
them  to  be  assigned  or  transferred  set  over  or 
sublet  unto  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  or 
corporation  or  corporations  whatsoever  for  any 
term  exceeding  twenty  five  years  without  the 
consent  in  writing  of  the  Lessors  their  successors 
or  assigns  first  had  and  obtained. 

And  also  that  the  said  Lessees  and  their 
successors  and  assigns  will  immediately  hereafter 
establish  and  maintain  and  keep  established  and 
maintained  during  the  said  term  at  the  College 
of  L*As3uption  a  double  course  of  astudies  one 
classical  and  mathematical  and  the  other  commer- 
cial and  keep  a  sufficient  staff  of  professors 
and  teachers  to  conduct  direct  and  carry  on  the 
same  efficiently  and  will  also  furnish  such  board 
and  such  tuition  as  is  afforded  by  the  said  College 
and  requested  to  be  furnished  by  the  Bishop  for  the 
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tine  being  during  said  term  of  five  hundred 
years  of  the  said  diocese  of  London  to  two 
students  yearly  and  every  year  if  the  number 
of  students  entered  as  boarders  at  said  College 
be  less  than  sixty,  and  to  three  students 
yearly  and  every  year  if  the  number  of  such 
students  exceed  sixty,  such  students  to  be 
selected  by  such  Bishop  of  such  Diocese  for  the 
time  being. 

This  lease  to  be  absolutely  void  in  the  event 
of  the  Lessees  their  successors  or  the  said  Con- 
grefe,ation  of  St.  Basil  ceasing  to  be  and  to  re- 
main in  peace  favor  and  communion  7n.th  the  Pope 
as  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

And  it  is  expressly  agreed  and  understood 
by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  that  the  said 
Lessees  their  successors  or  assigns  are  to  be 
at  liberty  to  raise  moneys  by  Mortgage  security 
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or  otherwise  upon  the  said  lands  and  any  improve- 
ments hereafter  to  be  made  upon  the  same  from 
any  person  or  persons  or  corporation  or  corpor- 
ations whosoever  or  whatsoever,  to  the  extent 
of  one  fifth  of  the  value  of  the  lands  and  im- 
provements upon  which  the  same  shall  be  advanced, 
said  money  to  be  so  advanced  as  aforesaid  to  be 
applied  exclusively  in  improving  or  erecting 
buildings  on  the  said  lands* 

And  the  said  Lessees  agree  not  to  raise  money 
as  aforesaid  to  a  greater  extent  than  one  fifth 
of  such  value  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the 
parties  hereto  that  all  improven:ents  made  upon 
the  said  lands  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  become  the  property  of  the  said  Lessors. 

Provided  always  and  it  is  hereby  expressly 
agreed  and  understood  that  if  the  rent  hereby 
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reserved  or  any  part  thereof  shall  be  unpaid 
for  fifteen  days  after  any  of  the  days  on  which 
the  same  ought  to  have  been  paid  and  a  formal 
demand  shall  have  been  made  thereof  or  in  case 
of  the  breach  or  non-performance  of  any  of  the 
covenants  or  agreements  herein  contained  on  the 
part  of  the  Lessees  their  successors  and  assigns 
to  be  observed  and  performed  then  in  either  of 
such  cases  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lessors  at 
any  time  thereafter,  into  and  upon  the  demised 
premises  or  any  part  thereof  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  to  re-enter  and  the  same  to  have  again 
repossess  and  enjoy  as  of  his  or  their  former 
esi-ate,  and  everything  hereinafter  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding  and  the  said  term 
hereby  created  shall  cease  determine  and  be  at 
an  end. 

And  the  said  Lessors  do  hereby  for  themselves 
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their  successors  and  assigns  covenant  ij^ith  the 
Lessees  their  successors  and  assigns  that  he  and 
they  paying  the  rent  hereby  reserved  and  perform^ 
ing  the  covenants  and  agreements  hereinbefore  on 
his  and  their  part  contained  shall  and  may  peac- 
eably possess  and  enjoy  the  said  premises  for  the 
term  hereby  granted  without  any  interruption  or 
disturbance  from  the  Lessors  their  Successors  and 
assigns  or  any  other  person  or  persons  lawfully 
claiming  by  from  or  under  him  them  or  any  of  them. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part 
hereto  hereby  consent  to  the  execution  of  these 
presents  and  everything  herein  contained  as 
witnessed  by  their  becoming  partieshereto  and 
executing  the  same. 

Witness  the  Corporate  seal  of  the  said  Diocese 
and  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  said  parties  hereto. 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
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Patrick  lAilkern. 

John  Walsh,  Bishop  of  London. 
J.M.  Bruyere  V.G. 
George  R.  Northgraves  Pt. 
John  Murphy. 
V/e,  the  undersigned  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  document. 
Dated  at  Toronto,  November  26th,  1923. 

F.  Forster 
F.3.  Ruth 
(Copied  from  the  certified  copy  in  the  General 
Archives) 
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(Pages  1-4  missing,  begins  on  page  5) 
This  is  all  I  have  to  state  in  answer  to  the 
questions.  If  you  do  not  find  it  sufficient, 
please  let  me  know  and  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
give  you  further  information. 

As  I  stated  above  Father  Vincent  has  been 
to  see  the  Bishop  of  Cleveland,  who  received 
him  better  than  I  expected.  The  Bp.  told  him 
that  Louisville  coild  only  prove  a  failure  on 
account  of  the  location  and  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  opposition  of  his  priests  to  it.  For 
this  reason  he  had  determined  to  build,  as  soon 
as  possible,  a  Lesser  and  a  Greater  Seminary  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cleveland.  As  he  is  not 
yet  ready  to  do  so,  he  is  resolved  to  convert, 
next  Fall  or  as  soon  after  as  possible,  the 
present  Seminary  building  in  Cleveland  into  what 
he  calls  a  Secular  School,  where  in  the  mean  time 
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he  would  place  his  subjects.  I  suppose  that  by 
a  Secular  School  he  means  a  College  as  distin- 
guished from  a  Little  Seminary.  He  says  that 
it  -was  always  hia  intention  to  give  our  Fathers 
charge  of  this  secular  school,  if  we  would  ac- 
cept. On  the  whole  Father  Vincent  seems  much 
pleased  with  his  visit.  I  have  not  seen  him  so 
he  can  give  you  fuller  information  than  I  can. 
The  Bp.  did  not  say  that  he  would  give  us  charge 
of  the  Seminaries  when  they  will  be  built.  As 
I  do  not  know  more  on  the  subject  I  will  not 
offer  any  advice  until  I  am  further  informed. 
But  here  is  another  thing  which  I  suppose  Father 
Vincent  will  mention  to  you.  On  his  way  here  he 
called  on  our  Bishop  at  London.  The  Bishop  told 
him  as  a  secret,  and  such  I  tell  it  to  you,  that 
the  Jesuits  are  to  leave  the  Diocese  in  August, 
as  the  Company  has  decided  to  withdraw  as  far  as 
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possible  its  members  from  Missions  and  to  place 
them  in  large  towns,  chiefly  in  the  United 
States.   Bishop  Walsh  told  Father  Vincent  that 
if  we  could  supply  men  he  would  ^give^  us  the 
Parish  now  held  by  the  Jesuits.  The  Parish 
consists  of  the  Town  of  Chatham  and  the  sur-' 
rounding  country.  Chatham  is  a  town  of  6000 
inhabitants  and  is  situated  east  of  here  about 
45  miles.  It  is  accessible  both  by  boat  and 
cars.   The  Parish  is  now  considered  the  best  in 
the  Diocese.  The  3p.  considers  that  two  priests 
would  be  sufficient  to  attend  it,  but  I  think  it 
v/ould  be  better  were  there  three  as  the  Parish 
is  large  and  ohere  is  a  convent  in  the  Town.  At 
present  there  are  four  Jesuits  there,  but  the 
Bp.  intends  to  form  a  Parish  out  of  some  far- 
removed  Missions  which  will  render  the  Parish  of 
Chatham  only  more  desireable.  I  am  decidely  of 
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opinion  that  we  should  take  that  Parish  if  at 
all  possible.  I  see  no  draw-back  on  the  side 
of  the  offer.  The  only  difficulty  is  to  find 
suitable  men  to  put  there.  I  consider  this 
offer  more  favourable  than  that  of  Hamilton.  I 
would  then  advise  you  to  consent  to  it  by  all 
means  if  the  Bishop  perseveres  in  his  intention. 
I  expect  to  see  the  Bishop  soon  and  if  he  lets 
me  know  anything  more  on  the  matter  I  will  in-* 
form  you  of  it.  This  offer  of  the  Bp.  proves 
that  he  is  satisfied  with  us  and  that  he  will 
encourage  us. 

Our  winter  has  been  very  long  and  very 
severe,  the  severest  we  have  had  for  years. 
Spring  is  not  yet  commenced  but  we  hope  to  have 
it  soon.   Notwithstanding  the  great  cold  the 
winter  has  been  healthy.   In  the  College  es- 
pecially we  have  been  very  well  since  the  death 
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of  that  poor  boy  who  died  at  the  end  of  November* 
For  ray  own  part  I  have  escaped  taking  a  single 
cold,  which  you  know  is  very  unusual  for  me. 
Father  Faure,  too,  is  better  than  usual.  He  and 
the  other  confreres  wish  to  be  remembered  to 
you.  Hoping  that  you  and  all  the  confreres  are 
well,  I  remain,  Very  Rec.  &  Dear  Superior 
Yours  very  devotedly 

Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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J.M.J.  Toronto  2  avril  1873. 

Bien  cher  et  venere  Superieur. 

J*ai  ete  si  decoupe  la  semaine  derniere  que 
je  n*ai  pu  vous  ecrire.  Merci  pour  le  souvenir 
que  vous  donnez  a  la  ste.  Messe  a  ma  chore  et 
saint e  mere.  J*ai  done  fait  le  voyage  de  Clev- 
eland et  ai  vu  Mgr.  Gilmour.  Je  suis  content 
de  sa  reception,  de  sa  maniere  de  voir  et  de 
parlor  et  de  ce  que  j*entendis  dire  de  lui.  On 
le  dit  hoiome  de  decision,  mais  franc.  Avec  ces 
homraes  la  on  s'ent end. Louisville  selon  lui  ne 
peut  reusair.  II  se  propose  done  de  remettre 
le  college  une  fois  s'offert  pour  le  montant  de 
la  dette  et  de  transporter  le  personnel  a 
Cleveland  dans  li9  local  aetuel  du  Grand  Seminaire. 
La  39  trouverainet  reassis  pour  le  present  un 
grand  externat  et  son  petit  Seminaire.   Le  Petit 
Seminaire  serait  plus  tard  transports  dans  une 
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autre  local  un  peu  dans  la  corapeigne  du  moment 
qu*il  aurait  ici  le  temps  de  le  batir*  La 
question  du  G.  Seninnire  est  subordine  a  la 
decision  que  publient  sur  ce  point  les  eveques 

de  la  province  de  Cincinnati.  S*ils  forment  un 

u 
Grand  Seminaire  coramun,  alors  Mgr.  Gilmour  n*en 

batirait  point  dans  son  diocese.  S*il  en  etait 

autrement,  alors  il  en  batirait  un  lui  puine. 

A  quille  donnerait-il?  Je  ne  scds.  Le  changement 

de  Louisville  a  Cleveland  ne  se  fera  probablemoi  t 

pas  cette  annee,  a  moins  qu*il  ne  puisse  si  fort 

procurer  les  choses  que  ce  changement  devienne 

possible.   II  y  tient  et  je  ne  m'etonnais  pas 

s'il  avait  lieu.   II  faut  done  nous  preparer  et 

avoir  pour  Cleveland  un  personnel  plus  nombreux. 

Cela  est  difficile.  Priez  Dieu  qu'il  applanisse 

aussi  cette  difficulte.  Les  deux  maisons  de 

Sand\7ich  et  Louisville  marchent  bien.   II  peut  y 
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avoir  de  nouvelles  conditions  a  passer  avec  Mgr» 
Gilmour.  Veuillez  me  donner  vos  ordres  a  teir5)s 
avec  une  latitude  suffisante  et  le  pouvoir 
necessaire  pour  regler  les  choses.  Ces 
eveques  n'aiment  pas  trop  d'attendre.  Je  pre- 
ferais  que  la  maison  fit  au  compte  de  I'eveque 
et  que  les  professeurs  regevoient  une  somme 
determinee.   Ditea  moi  le  minimum. 

Lors  de  men  passage  a  London  en  allant  a 
Sandwich  je  vis  Mgr.  Walsh,  II  voulliait  bien 
que  nous  prisions  la  Mission  de  Chatham.  Les 
Jesuites  la  quittent  au  mois  de  juillet,  de 
leur  plein  gre,  sens  desagerment  avec  I'eveque. 
C'est  la  premiere  paroisse  du  diocese.  II  y 
faudrait  deux  pretres,  l*un  frangais,  1 'autre 
anglais.   Je  pouvais  peut-etre  fournir  ce  der- 
nier ruais  a  vous  a  fournir  1 'autre  si  vous  le 
pourrez.   Ugr.  V/alsh  considerait  corame  un  faveur 
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qu*on  lui  ferait  cette  charge  que  nous 

nous  iraposerions.  D*un  autre  cote  il  faut  que 
j'envoie  un  autre  pretre  a  Owen  Sound.  Deux  ne 
peuvent  plus  suffire  a  lea  besognes.  D'autant 
plus  que  le  pauvre  Cherrier  n'a  pas  change  d'espfcit 
dans  toutes  ses  peregrinations.   II  fait  a'peu 
pres  ce  qu*il  lui  plait.  Vous  comprendrez  sans 
peine  cofabien  le  bon  ordre  en  souffre.  D*un  autre 
cote  le  pere  Granotier  quand  il  a  quelques  choses 
en  tete,  n*en  .<iU.A^-~a— -(Ls^  juc^^  ^^aJJij.  ^^^—t--^  . 

II  faut  done  tacher  de  mettre  la  un  trait  d*union, 
Le  pere  O'Connor  pense  a  il.  Mollony  pour  Chatham. 
II  pourrait  faire  la,  qu*en  pensez  vous?  Je  ne 
serais  pas  etonne  qu'on  eut  pense  a  lui  ici  en 
haut  lieu  pour  me  remplacer.  Que  Dieu  vous  dirige. 
Faites  tous  pour  le  mieux.  Mgr.  Lynch  ayant  fait 
appeler  quelques  elevea  chez  lui  il  ya  quelques 
temps,  renouvelle  les  accusations  anteirieurs  at 
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se  prescrit  certaines  expressions  qui  irrit- 
erent  fortement  les  elevea.  II  ,^w.Ai*Jt  done  un 
comite  a  mon  issue  et  m'apportaient  ensuite  une 
presentation  en  forme  ecrite  sur  parchemin. 
Elle  n'est  pas  trop  mal  redigee  pour  un  travail 
d'eleves.  Je  n'ai  pas  cru  devoir  la  laisser 
partir,  raais  je  les  garde  comrae  un  piece  dont 
nous  pourrions  nous  servir  au  besoin.  Je  n*ai 
pas  eu  et  ne  puis  pas  avoir  de  communications 
avec  I'archeveque.  Vous  comprenez  que  je  ne  puis 
me  dedire  et  me  faire  ce  que  je  ne  suis  pas,  pour 
a  Dieu.   Cela  ne  se  )p,*^«^wvOL,    pas, 

Mille  choses  affectueusses  a  tous  les  confreres. 
Jo  vous  embrasse  avec  toute  1 'affection  et  le 
devouement  possible* 

C»  Vincent, 
Supr*  de  St.  Michel. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandwich,  Apr.  7/*73. 
Very  Rev,  &  Dear  Superior, 

A  few  days  after  I  had 
sent  away  my  answers  to  your  questions  I  received 
your  kind  letter.  I  am  sorry  and  glad  too,  that 
we  should  all  have  misunderstood  you  so,  con- 
cerning St.  Michael's.  I  shall  endeavour  to  mind 
exactly  your  advices  as  to  the  conduct  we  are  to 
hold  concerning  the  Toronto  troubles,  though  it 
is  very  difficult  to  be  resigned  under  constant 
annoyance.  Lately  again  during  Fr.  Vincent's 
visit  to  Louisville,  His  Grace  summoned  some  of 
the  boys  before  him,  repeated  to  them  his  com- 
plaints against  the  College,  and  against  the 
students,  etc.  The  boys  denied  all  his  charges, 
and  on  their  return  home  told  all  to  the  other 
boys,  who  appointed  six  of  their  number,  three 
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Canadians  and  three  Americans,  to  draw  up  a 
protest  against  such  charges.   Of  course  Fr. 
Vincent  on  his  return  would  not  allow  the  protest 
to  be  presented.   This  shows  in  what  esteem  His 
Grace  is  held  by  his  students • 

y/hen  Fr.  Vincent  was  here,  I  noticed  that 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  not  to  let  himself  be 
troubled  any  more  by  these  annoyances,  but  to 
let  things  quietly  take  their  course. 

The  conduct  of  Bp.  Walsh  contrasts  strongly 
with  that  of  His  Grace.  Since  I  wrote  to  you 
I  had  occasion  to  go  to  London  to  see  His  Lord- 
ship.  He  received  me  with  the  greatest  kindness. 
He  spoke  to  me  of  the  Chatham  project,  and  went 
so  far  as  to  say  that  we  would  '•confer  a  favor'* 
on  him  by  taking  charge  of  that  Parish.  He 
desired  me  to  urge  you  to  accept  his  offer.  He 
will  leave  us  the  Parish  on  the  sane  conditions 
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as  we  hold  this  one,  so  we  have  no  fear  to  be 
removed  as  long  as  we  do  our  work  as  becomes 
good  priests.   I  believe  there  are  no  debts  on 
the  place  at  present.  A  Separate  School  must 
be  built  almost  immediately  and  in  the  course 
of  six  or  seven  years,  at  latest,  a  church  must 
be  built  for  the  French  Canadian  population 
which  at  present  numbers  about  125  families. 
To  meet  these  expenses,  there  are  the  revenues 
of  the  church,  and  besides  in  the  Town  itself 
there  are  15  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the 
church,  the  income  of  which  will  be  considerable 
under  proper  management.   You  see  that  the  offer 
the  3p.  makes  us  is  one  quite  different  from 
that  of  Owen  Sound.  But,  you  will  ask  me,  how 
are  we  to  furnish  men  for  the  place.   I  admit 
it  is  pretty  difficult  just  now.   I  have  thought 
the  matter  over  pretty  seriously  and  here  is  what 
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I  concluded.  In  Toronto  we  have  several  young 
priests,  who  are  quite  able  enough,  but  they 
lack  experience,  and  cannot  acquire  it  as  they 
have  no  faculties.  The  Bp.  would  probably  ob- 
ject to  them  for  this  reason,  unless  they  ^ ere 
under  the  direction  of  a  man  of  some  little 
experience*  I  think  the  whole  matter  could  be 
settled  by  your  sending  out  Fr.  Moloney.  It 
has  been  supposed  here  that  the  Abp.  would  ask 
you  to  remove  Fr.  Vincent  and  to  put  Fr.  Moloney 
in  his  place.  But,  even  were  there  no  reasons 
for  not  allowing  Fr.  Moloney  to  go  to  "^oronot, 
we  trust  you  will  make  no  change  as  all  are  of 
opinion  that  Father  Vincent  is  the  only  man 
amongst  us  who  has  coolness  and  judgement  enough 
to  come  safely  through  these  difficulties.  I 
think  then  that  Fr.  Moloney  should  be  sent  to 
Chatham  or  to  Sandwich.  He  would  do  very  well 
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in  Chatham  as  he  knows  both  languages,  but  per-- 
haps  he  would  be  exposed  more  there  than  here 
to  make  too  many  visits  as  he  did  in  'Toronto.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  on  the  whole  he  T/ould  do 
better  here  in  my  place.  Here  vie   never  make  or 
receive  visits,  the  place  is  so  retired.  His 
age  would  have  more  influence  with  the  masters 
than  mine.   I  sometimes  feel  this  pretty  keenly. 
He  is  a  very  good  teacher  of  Theology  and 
Scripture.  Perhaps  his  health  would  not  permit 
him  to  attend  to  the  hard  duties  of  a  parish, 
whilst  here  he  need  never  go  out  for  sick-calls 
and  he  could  have  an  Econome  who  would  relieve 
him  of  much  that  I  have  to  do.   Thougji  not  sure, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  Bp.  would  be 
very  glad  to  see  him  in  either  place.  My  health 
nov;  is  such  that  I  could  attend  a  parish  without 
danger  on  that  head.  Do  not  imagine  from  this 
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that  I  am  azucious  to  leave  Sandwich.  On  the 
contrary;  it  would  cost  me  much  to  do  so;  but 

you  must  alv/ays  consider  me  at  your  disposal 
when  the  good  of  the  Community  is  at  stake.  My 
honest  conviction  is  that  Fr.  Moloney  will  do 
better  here  than  in  Chatham.   One  of  my  reasons 
for  naming  Fr.  Moloney  is  that  the  Bp.  would 
like  to  have  an  English-speaking  person,  I  mean 
one  whose  mother  tongue  is  English  as  Superior 
in  both  places,  "e  told  me  so.  His  reasons 
are  these.   In  Chatham  the  great  majority  of 
the  parishioners  are  of  English,  Irish  or  Scotch 
extraction.  Here  as  the  priests  of  the  house 
and  parish  are  chiefly  French  the  Bp.  thinks 
that  7,'ere  the  Superior  not  English,  many  boys 
mit;ht  not  come  for  fear  of  finding  themselves 
in  a  house  altogether  French.   I  do  not  think 
that  the  ^.  would  like  this  to  be  known,  and 
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I  sillily  tell  it  to  you  that  you  may  know  the 
true  state  of  the  case.  Perhaps  you  might 
think  of  sending  Fr,  Malbos.  He  certainly  will 
not  be  acceptable  for  reasons  you  know. 

I  think  I  told  you  before  that  the  Bp» 
thinks  that  two  priests  would  be  enough  for  the 
present.  I  think  there  would  be  rather  too  much 
work  for  two  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  should 
send  at  least  two  from  France, 

Perhaps  you  may  think  as  some  amongst  us 
have  done  that  the  Bp.  of  Hamilton  may  be  dis- 
pleased if  we  should  take  Chatham,  before  going 
to  Hamilton,  as  he  wishes.  I  ansv/er  that  it 
will  be  much  easier  to  take  Chatham  than  Hamilton. 
In  Hamilton  we  should  start  a  classical  school 
that  could  cope  v/ith  the  Grammar  School;  now  the 
Hamilton  Grammar  School  in  the  latest  report  of 
the  Inspectors  is  marked  as  first  class.   To  cope 
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with  this  we  should  send  to  Hamilton  not  only  a 
good  classical  teacher,  but  also  a  good  math- 
ematical teacher.   These  two  we  cannot  spare  out 
of  our  present  number.  All  things  considered,  I 
believe  Chatham  a  better  offer  than  Hamilton, 
and  also  one  easier  to  accept. 

I  have  received,  since  commencing  this  letter 
a  letter  from  the  Bp.  in  which  he  again  speaks  of 
our  taking  Chatham,  and  he  says,  "it  is  most 
probable  the  Jesuits  will  be  withdrawn  this 
year.**  You  will  see  then  immediately  v/hat  can 
be  done  so  an  answer  can  be  given  to  His  Lordship. 

The  Bp.  has  promised  to  come  and  give  a 
retreat  himself  to  our  boys,  during  the  month 
of  May.  I  mention  this  to  show  you  what  interest 
he  takes  in  the  College. 

■inhere  is  nothing  new  here  since  my  last 
letter.  V7e  are  all  well. 
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Hoping  that  you  and  all  the  confreres  in 
France  are  in  good  health, 

I  remain  Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

Your  devoted  confrere 
Denis  O'Connor 
P.3»  I  remind  you  again  that  if  the  Jesuits 
leave  Chatham  it  will  be  on  the  first  of  July 
prox.   D.O'C. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Aj-chives) 
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St.  Peter's  Palace, 

London,  Ont. 
My  Dear  Father  Soulerin: 

I  trust  you  will  kindly  excuse  me  for  not 
having  written  before  now  in  acknowledgement  of 
your  esteemed  and  most  welcome  letter  of  the 
28th  of  last  October,   I  have  oeen   extremely 

busy  ever  since  and  I  know  you  would  not  stand 
on  ceremony  with  me. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  and  I  feel  the 
information  will  be  consoling  to  you  amid  your 
many  trials  that  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  members  of  your  Order  that  are  in  this 
Diocese.  Their  daily  lives  are  edifying  and 
they  are  doing  the  work  entrusted  to  them  whether 
in  tho  parish  of  Sandwich  or  in  the  College  with 
zeal  and  efficiency.   Father  O'Connor  is  a  good 
priest  and  an  excellent  Superior  and  I  find  him 
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at  all  times  submissive  to  me  and  willing  to 
oblige  me»  There  is  a  custom  prevailing  amongst 
some  of  your  fathers  in  this  country  which 
entre  nous  I  believe  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  put  a  stop  to.   I  allude  to  the  custom  of 
visiting  the  houses  of  laymen  during  vacation 
and  sometimes  staying  in  them  several  days.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  such  a  custom  is  injurious 
to  the  religious  spirit  of  your  fathers,  and  is 
at  times  disedifying  to  the  secular  clergy.  I 
am  not  aware  that  the  members  of  any  other 
religious  body  in  this  country  are  accustomed 
to  do  this  thing.   I  would  not  wish  you  to  say 
that  I  have  complained  of  this  matter  but  I 
believe  it  would  be  v/ell  for  you  to  act  on  the 
information  herein  given. 

The  Jesuit  Fathers  intend  withdrawing  from 
Chatham,  a  large  and  thriving  town  in  this  diocese, 
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in  Judy  next  and  I  would  wish  to  have  their 
place  supplied  by  some  of  your  good  fathers.  I 
have  already  spoken  on  the  matter  to  Fathers 
Vincent  and  O'Connor  and  they  promised  to  write 
to  you  about  it.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to 
inform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience  whether 
I  may  expect  this  important  mission  will  be 
taken  charge  of  by  some  of  your  good  fathers. 
The  town  of  Chatham  is  already  of  much  importance 
and  is  certain  from  its  position  to  grow  into 
far  greater  importance  in  the  not  distant  future, 
situated  as  it  is  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable 
river  and  in  the  heart  of  a  fertile  country  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  two  great  railv/ays.  The 
Catholic  population  is  large  and  becoming  wealthy. 
There  is  a  good  presbytery,  a  large  brick  church, 
a  splendid  Ursulin  Convent,  the  largest  in  Ontario, 
a  large  brick  school  is  being  built  and  the  rev- 
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enues  of  the  church  are  considerable  besides 
possessing  15  acres  of  land  in  the  town.  There 
are  still  three  country  congregations  attached 
to  the  Mission.   The  Catholic  population  is  for 
the  most  part  English  speaking  but  there  is 
also  a  considerable  number  of  French-Canadian 
families.   This  is  the  state  of  place  without 
the  slightest  exageration.  I  am  anxious  to 
have  a  relious  order  in  spiritual  charge  of  that 
tov;n  and  mission  and  should  prefer  your  fathers 
to  others.   I  believe  there  will  be  no  peace  in 
Toronto  until  Father  Vincent  i  removed.   I  say 
this  without  implying  that  this  good  priest  is 
in  fault.   I  have  honestly  endeavoured  to  bring 
a  better  state  of  feeling  but  my  endeavours  have 
been  in  vain.  I  know  not  v/hat  to  advise  in  the 
premises,  perhaps  Father  Hours  would  do  as  Sup- 
erior in  Toronto. 
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Believe  me  your  devoted  friend  in  Xto 
♦  John  V/alsh 

Bp.  of  London. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archves) 
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Assumption  College, 
Sandv/ich,  March  4th,  1874. 
Very  Rev.  J.M.  Soulerin, 

College  d*Annonay. 
Very  Rev.  Dear  Superior, 

2ou  appear  to  have  forgotten  us  in  Sandwich. 
I  have  not  had  a  letter  from  you  for  months;  but 
I  suppose  you  have  so  much  to  attend  to  that  you 
cannot  write  frequently. 

My  reason  for  writing  to  you  at  present  is 
this.  I  went  to  London  yeaterday  to  see  the 
Bishop  concerning  some  proposed  additions  to 
our  church.  Amongst  other  thirds  he  told  me 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  you  in  which 
you  stated  that  I  might  possibly  be  removed  to 
Toronto,  to  be  replaced  by  Father  Vincent.  He 
was  kind  enough  to  say  that  he  v/as  quite  satis- 
fied v/ith  me  and  that  he  would  prefer  me  to 
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remain;  but  rather  than  give  you  any  unnecessary 
trouble  he  would  consent  to  the  change.  He 
added  that  it  is  his  opinion  that  the  change  will 
be  utterly  fruitless  for  the  reason  that  the 
College  has  become  a  mania  with  the  Abp.  of  Tor- 
onto; and  that  no  matter  who  will  be  in  Toronto 
as  Superior  the  Abp.  will  be  still  dissatisfied; 
and  that  our  only  remedy  is  an  appeal  to  Rome  or 
to  suffer  patiently  until  the  Abp.  is  removed  by 
one  cause  or  another.   Now  3p.  V/alsh  knows  the 
Abp.  thoroughly  and  his  opinion  is  of  the  greatest 
weight  and  I  do  not  see  that  you  can  do  better 
than  follow  it. 

For  my  part  I  am  decidely  adverse  to  going 
to  Toronto  under  present  circumstances.   The  Abp. 
and  I  will  not  agree  15  days.   It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  he  Y/ill  not  give  me  faculties.  I  have 
spoken  with  Fathers  Hours  and  Ferguson  on  what 
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the  3p.  said  to  me.   Both  think  that  your  pro- 
posed change  v/ill  harm  both  Colleges  and  I  am 
stroiigly  of  their  opinion.  Evidently  the  Abp.*s 
plan  is  to  bring  about  as  many  changes  in  Tor- 
onto as  possible,  to  make  us  pass  for  a  Community 
of  rebels  or  incapables.  We  trust  you  will  make 
no  change,  as  it  will  encourage  the  Abp.,  will 
condemn  Father  Vincent  before  the  public  as  every 
one  knows  about  the  trouble  and  it  will  be  a  very 
great  harm  to  the  Community.   The  Abp.  has  simply 
lied  to  you  and  Bp.  Charbonnell.   Is  it  not  quite 
time  enough  to  remove  Fr.  Vincent  v/hen  the  Abp. 
has  proved  his  charges?  You  know  for  a  fact  that 
every  Bishop  in  the  country  condemns  the  Abp.'s 
conduct  towards  us.   How  is,  then,  that  you  can 
act  as  if  we  were  all  guilty?  If  v:'e  alone  felt 
that  we  were  in  the  right,  we  would  have  a  right 
to  expect  that,  before  yielding  as  you  do  to  the 
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Abp.  in  everything  and  thereby  condemning  the 
whole  of  us,  you  would  see  that  his  charges  were 
well  founded;  but,  now,  that  all  the  Bighops  and 
right  minded  priests  of  the  Province  think  as  we 
do,  your  conduct  is  simply  unaccountable.   You 
will  find  my  remarks  very  strong.  I  would  never 
write  in  this  way,  did  I  not  feel  bound  to  do 
all  I  can  to  prevent  ein  injustice  being  done  to 
Fr.  Vincent  and  through  him  to  the  whole  Commun- 
ity.  Your  own  experience  with  the  Abp.  ought 
surely  to  teach  you  how  little  justice  we  have 
to  expect  at  the  Abp.*s  hands.   Bishop  Y/alsh  did 
not  tell  me  to  speak  to  you  on  this  matter,  so 
you  will  please  say  nothing  to  him  about  my 
writing  to  you  on  the  matter.   But  here  is  a 
matter  he  did  tell  me  to  write  to  you  aboux. 
He  is  somewhat  disappointed  that  you  v/ill  not 
consent  to  take  Chatham  permanently.   He  syas 


FATflER  O'CONNOR;  tlAP-CH  4,  1874 208 

that  if  we  take  it  only  for  a  time  v/e  cannot  take 
the  same  interest  in  the  place  and  that  many  im- 
provements mi^ht  be  neglected*  He  hopes  then 
that  you  vdll  consent  to  take  it  permanently. 
Hy  opinion  is  that  you  ought  to  do  so.  We  have 
nothing  to  lose  by  it*  His  Lordship  v/ishes  that 
you  should  take  the  Parish  at  least  for  five 
years.  He  \7ill  scon  v.Tite  to  you  on  the  matter 
himself  and  I  am  sure  you  ought  to  oblige  him  in 
every  possible  v/ay.  He  is  very  kind  to  us.  7/e 
are  all  very  "well  and  doing  about  as  usual.   I 
hope  you  will  not  find  my  letter  disrespectful; 
and  that  you  v/ill  not  think  it  7.'as  written  in  a 
passion;  I  have  siir^ly  expressed  v;hat  has  been 
in  my  mind  for  months.  I  remain,  Dear  Superior, 

YQurs  very  affectionately, 
Denis  O'Connor. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 
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St.  Peter's  Palace, 
London,  Ont.,  le  21  Mai,  1874. 
Mon  tres  cher  confrere, 

Je  suis  charge  de  la  part  de  Sa  Grandeur  Mgr» 
TTalsh  de  voua  ecrire  au  sujet  de  la  LtLssion  de 
Chatham. 

Goinrne  vous  le  savez,  deja,  les  Peres  Jesuit ea 
Be  tetirent  pour  le  plus  tard,  le  1^^  du  mois  de 
tout  prochain.  II  est  possible  qu'ils  soient 
obliges  de  quitter  au  commencement  de  juillet. 
Le  Rev.  Pere  Provincial  n'a  pu  donner  une 
reponse  definitive  quant  a  I'epoque. 

Comrae  Sa  Grandeur  a  deja  correspondu  avec 
vous  au  sujet  de  la  Mission  de  Chatham  il  est 
inutile  pour  moi  d'entrer  dans  de  grands  details 
a  ce  sujet,  Monseigneur  Walsh  vous  a  offert  et 
vous  offre  de  nouveau  la  Mission  ci-dessus  men- 
tionnee.  Quant  aux  conditions  de  1 ' engagement , 
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Monseigneur  pense  que  celles  dont  vous  parlez 
dans  voire  lettre  du  9  fevrier  dernier  sont 
probablement  les  plus  raisonables  pour  le 
moment. 

Dans  la  lettre  ci-dessus  mentionnee,  apres 
avoir  exprime  la  preference  que  vous  donnez  aux 
colleges  plutot  q^u'aux  Missions,  vous  ajoutez: 
**Cependant  si  Votre  Grandeur  se  trouvait  em- 
barrasse  pour  remplacer  les  Peres  Jesuites  au. 
moment  de  leur  depart,  je  ne  m' oppose  pas  a  ce 
que  M.  Vincent,  s'il  le  peut,  mette  a  votre  dis- 
position deux  ou  trois  de  ses  sujets,  en  attend- 
ant que  vous  puissiez  en  avoir  d'autres."  Con- 
formernent  a  vos  desirs,  Mgr.  pense  qu*  un  erigage- 
ment  pour  cinq  ans  serait  peut-etre  le  meilleur 
I  our  le  moment  et  1* expiration  de  ce  terne,  si 
vous  et  vos  confreres,  d*accord  avec  I'autorite 
ecclesiastique  du  diocese  jugent  a  propos 
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d*etablir  a  Chatham,  d*une  maniere  permanente, 
une  branche  de  votre  excellent  Societe,  Sa  Gran- 
deur V0U8  donnera  ce  que  nous  appelons  une  lease 
legale  de  la  Mission  et  de  la  sus-dite  propriete 
de  Chatham,  ou  du  moins,  on  pourrait,  a  cette 
epoque,  en  venir  a  un  arrangement  definitif  qui 
satisferait  les  deux  partis  contractants. 

Comme  la  Paroisse  de  Chatham  reriferme  une 
Communaute  de  Religieuses  Ursulines  avec  un  Pen- 
sionat  florissant  ainsi  qu'un  petit  nombre  de 
missions  situees  a  une  certaine  distance  de  la 
ville,  le  nombre  de  pretres  attaches  a  la 
Residence  ne  pourrait  pas  etre  moins  de  trois 
ou  quatre. 

Ayez  la  bonte  de  repondre  au  plutot  a  cette 
coaanunication;  faites  aussi  connaitre  au  Fere 
Vincent  vos  dessins  a  ce  sujet  a  fin  qu'il  ait 
le  temps  de  faire  les  arrangements  necessaires. 
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Je  profits  de  cette  occasion  pour  renouveller 
notre  ancienne  connaissance.   Nos  rapports  ont 
ete  interron^jus  de  puis  bien  long  temps.   Je  puis 
vous  assurer  cependant  que  je  n'ai  jamais  oublie 
les  heureux  moments  que  nous  avons  passes  ensembles 
a  Toronto.  Je  dois  aj outer  que  je  suis  encore 
ce  que  j'ai  toujours  ete  un  ami  fidele  et  sincere 
de  votre  excellente  Societe* 

Agreez,  cher  confrere,  l*expressicn  des  senti- 
ments respectueux  avec  lesquels  j*ai  I'honneur 
d'etre, 

Votre  humble  serviteur 

J.M.  Bruyere,  V.G. 
My  Dear  Superior, 

On  reflection  I  would  prefer  to  have  your 
fathers  take  charge  of  Chatham  Mission  for  five 
years.   If  at  the  end  of  that  time  your  fathers 
and  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  Mission  and 
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its  management  we  could  come  to  a  more  perman- 
ent arrangement • 

♦John  V/alsh,  Bp.  of  London. 
N.B.  Please  don't  fail  to  come  to  my  assistance 
in  this  matter  as  I  am  sadly  in  need  of  priests. 

♦  J.  W. 
(Copied  from  the  original  in  the  General  Archives) 


